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Another record increase in COVID-19 cases 
Brings state total near 86K

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Wednesday’s 
record daily increase of 3,207 
COVID-19 cases pushed the 
Florida total to 85,926 cases 
with 3,061 deaths.

Highlands County added 
three cases for a total of 
200 while Hardee County 
increased by seven to 228, 

Okeechobee County increased 
by seven to 207 and Glades 
County increased by two to 
121.

The number of cases by zip 
code in Highlands includes: 
Sebring 33870 at 66; Avon Park 
33825 at 57; Lake Placid 33852 
at 29; Sebring 33875 at 9 and 
Sebring 33876 at 7.

The 200 Highlands cases 
includes two non-Florida 

residents. Among the 198 
resident cases, there have been 
95 male and 103 female cases 
within an age range of 0-91 
with a median age of 51.

According to the dashboard, 
three have been 6,119 people 
tested thus far in Highlands 
County. Only six of those are 
still awaiting results. Statewide, FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

A breakdown of positive coronavirus cases in Highlands County as of Thursday, 

District planning return to school
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING— Superintendent Brenda 
Longshore will hold three town hall 
meetings to share the planning process, 
and to seek community input, on the 
reopening of schools in August.

Longshore said Tuesday it looks like 
about 73% of the parents prefer their 
children return to school.

“I am hopeful that the town hall 
meetings will provide a platform to 
share new procedures and processes 
to increase the confidence of our 
parents to have their children return 
to school in August,” she said.

The announcement of the town hall 
meetings quotes Longshore as saying, 

“as we move through 
the planning process 
together, input from 
parents and families is 
vital.”

CDC guidelines will 
be followed for the 
meetings with the room 
occupancy limited to 
50 people with appro-
priate social distancing, 

however each town hall will be 
livestreamed online.

The district’s school reopening 
task force will be utilizing Gov. Ron 
DeSantis’ school reopening plan as 
it takes its next steps toward a safe 
and healthy return to school in the 
fall. Also, the district will be using the 

feedback from the parent back-to-
school survey, which was posted on 
June 11.

As the district moves through 
the reopening planning process, 
it will keep Highlands County 
families updated, according to the 
announcement.

DeSantis’ schools reopening 
recommendations include opening 
up campuses for youth activities and 
summer camps in June, expanding 
campus capacities further for sum-
mer recovery instruction in July and 
opening up campuses at full capacity 
in August for a traditional start of the 
academic year.

While The School Board of 
Highlands plans for a traditional 

reopening of schools, with additional 
safety measures, the district is en-
hancing its Highlands Virtual School 
so it is ready to enroll students in 
K-12 if parents would prefer that 
their children stay at home.

A blended reopening is also being 
considered using a combination of 
in-person and virtual learning.

The School Board of Highlands 
County’s Reopening Schools Town 
Hall Meetings will be 6-7:30 p.m. at 
all locations:

• Monday, June 22 at Lake Placid 
Middle School.

• Tuesday, June 23 at Avon Park 
High School.

• Thursday, June 25 at Sebring 
Middle School.

Farmworkers: 
DeSantis’ 
remarks 

‘shameful’
By ANA CEBALLOS

NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — Farm workers are 
pushing back after Gov. Ron DeSantis 
said clusters of “overwhelmingly 
Hispanic” day laborers and agriculture 
workers are the source for Florida’s recent 
surge in coronavirus cases.

The Republican governor told reporters 
on Tuesday that migrant workers and 
Hispanic construction workers have been 
testing positive for COVID-19, in part, 
because of cramped living and working 
conditions.

“Some of these guys go to work in a 
school bus, and they are all just packed 
there like sardines, going across Palm 
Beach County or some of these other 
places, and there’s all these opportunities 
to have transmission,” DeSantis said 
during a press conference in Tallahassee.

Between June 4 and June 11, for exam-
ple, Florida reported 8,886 new COVID-19 
cases. During the past three days alone, it 
had 7,151 new cases.

DeSantis pointed to cases in mi-
grant camps, a watermelon farm and 
Immokalee, a major hub for tomato 
production, to explain the uptick.

The Collier County community, with 
roughly 24,000 residents, has logged near-
ly 1,200 cases as of Wednesday, according 
to the Florida Department of Health.

But members of the tightly knit agricul-
tural enclave say it isn’t the farmworkers’ 
fault that they are getting sick.

They maintain the federal government 
has deemed them “essential workers” and 
the state has been slow to provide the 
community with the resources farmwork-
er advocates have requested to slow the 
spread of the highly contagious virus.

Antonio Tovar, executive director of 
the Farmworker Association of Florida, 
accused DeSantis of ignoring pleas from 
a coalition of 50 groups that asked the 
governor for help in late April.

“We sent this letter to the governor 
more than two months ago and now he 
is realizing that foreign workers are more 

Fireworks will still fly
COVID-19 won’t 

stop events in 
Highlands

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Many events have been 
postponed or canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but fireworks 
will fly at Independence Day celebra-
tions throughout the county. All three 
municipalities will have a fireworks 
show but missing will be many of the 
festivities that encourage gatherings.

City officials have stressed social 
distancing, hand washing and the 
CDC precautions.

“The state does not mandate wear-
ing masks,” Avon Park City Manager 
Mark Schrader said. “I would recom-
mend that people wear masks among 
groups. COVID-19 has not gone yet.”

Sun ‘N Lake Improvement District 
will be hosting a fireworks show at 
9 p.m. Friday, July 3 but has decided 
to cancel the normal festivities of 
its Independence Day celebrations. 
The rockets red glare can be seen 
over Hog Lake off Edgewater Drive. 
Many residents can view the fireworks 
display from their homes and there 
are grassy open areas to view them 
along Edgewater Drive.

Lake Placid will host its annual 
show that is put on by the Jaycees at 
dark, about 9 p.m., on the Fourth of 
July. The fireworks will light up the sky 
over Lake June in Winter and can be 
seen at the public boat ramps around 
the lake. The grassy areas of Lake June 
Ball Park are a popular spot to watch 
the show.

The City of Sebring will also be 
firing off pyrotechnics at 9 p.m. on the 
Fourth of July. The fireworks will be 
shot off a barge on Lake Jackson that 
is anchored off City Pier Beach.

Sebring Assistant City Administrator 
Bob Hoffman said the show’s price 
tag is $20,000, the same as last year. 
The City of Sebring put $7,500 toward 
the bill. Contributions from local 
businesses and individuals pick up 
the rest of the tab. Hoffman said they 
were still a couple hundred dollars 
short but was confident the difference 
would be made up by July 4.
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Fireworks displayed over Lake Jackson last year.
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