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Boat parking 
a challenge on 
Chain of Lakes

Winter Haven 

woman killed in 

crash

Mayor Brad Dantzler said he tried 

to take his wife out on their boat 

recently but could not find a place 

to park because the parking lots at 

multiple city boat ramps were full.“We 

could not find a place to park our 

boat,” Dantzler said. “I can’t imagine 

how it would be at about 5:30 when 

everybody is trying to get out at the 

same time. The lakes were absolutely 

packed.”

City Manager Mike Herr agreed to 

have his staff look into options to solve 

the problem.

“The joys of a growing community,” 

Dantzler said.

A 20-year-old Winter Haven woman 

was killed in a crash on May 30, after 

her vehicle hit a utility pole.

According to a Florida Highway 

Patrol report, the woman was driving 

a sedan-type vehicle eastbound on 

Cypress Gardens Road, near 10th Street 

southeast at about 11:55 p.m., when she 

lost control of the car for an unknown 

reason.

The vehicle left the roadway and hit 

a utility pole. The victim, who was not 

wearing a seat belt, was pronounced 

dead at the scene. 

Heart for Winter Haven Executive Director Brad Beatty and his supporters 
celebrated the grand opening of the Scholarship House at The Manse June 2.  
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Scholarship House at The Manse has 
grand re-opening
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

cbaker@d-r.media

Dozens of Winter Haven 
area community leaders played 
a role in turning a run down, 
church-owned res idence 
into an affordable home for 
homeless students in 2019.

The pandemic put off the 
grand opening celebration 
of the Scholarship House at 
The Manse for more than a 
year. Leaders packed into the 
renovated house to celebrate its 
existence on June 3.

The renovated home is the 
brainchild of Heart for Winter 
Haven Executive Director Brad 
Beatty.

Winter Haven Mayor Brad 
Dantzler described Beatty as a 
visionary.

“God gives vision to a person, not a 
committee,” Dantzler said. “Let’s just keep 
it moving forward.”

Beatty said one house will not solve 
homelessness in Winter Haven but it’s a 

step in the right direction.
“There is a lot of difference that needs 

to be made but this is a good beginning,” 
Beatty said. “This is one thing that is 
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Richard’s Coffee 
celebrating 25 
years in Winter 
Haven
By ELIZABETH MORRISEY

Contributing Writer

Richard’s Coffee has been caffeinating 
the local community for 25 years and prides 
itself in treating everyone like family. 

The shop kicked off its month-long 25th 
anniversary celebration on June 1s with 
special giveaways. The main event will be 
June 11 where the first 100 customers will 
receive a free mug and they can flashback to 
the 1990s with music in the cafe. Drip coffee 
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