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Rev. Collis Fogle, chaplain pioneer, dies at 72
Sheriffs recall “Man of Holy Spirit”

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Rev. Collis 
Fogle, a former deputy and a 
pioneer of the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office chaplain program, 
died Sunday at age 72.

Fogle earned the Purple Heart 
as an Army Ranger in Vietnam, 
joined the Sheriff’s Office in 1979 
under Sheriff Joe Sheppard, served 
for many years as an auxiliary and 
part-time deputy, then left the 

agency to become an ordained 
minister, following in the footsteps 
of his father.

Former Sheriff Howard “Howie” 
Godwin said Fogle was there 
during 15 of his 16 years with the 
agency. When Godwin was there, 
Fogle spent a year with the drug 
enforcement unit then became a 
chaplain.

Godwin said when Fogle ap-
proached him around 1990 with 
the idea to come back to the 
agency as a chaplain, he wasn’t the 

first clergyman to work with the 
HCSO, but made the position into 
what it is today.

“He served not only in the jail, 
but also the members and the pub-
lic as a victim’s advocate,” Godwin 
said. “He gave us a lot of spiritual 
guidance and brought calm to a lot 
of tough situations.”

One such situation came in 1995 
when Capt. Robert Hopton and 
Inspector James Rodgers died in 
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The late Rev. Collis Fogle with his wife, Velma, who preceded 
him. Rev. Fogle died Sunday at age 72, a pioneer in the way that 
chaplains serve the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office and the 
community.

A record 253 COVID-19 deaths in one day
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — For the third day in a 
row there is a new record high in the 
number of deaths recorded in a single 
day from COVID-19.

The 253 deaths in Thursday’s data 
brings the total to 6,709 who have died 
in Florida due to the coronavirus over 
the course of the pandemic.

With 9,956 new cases, the state total is 
now 461,379.

Highlands County added 19 cases for 
a total of 1,132 with 26 deaths. Cases 
range in those from age 0 to 96 with a 
median age of 47.

Currently, Highlands has 57 who are 
hospitalized due to COVID-19.

Glades County had no new cases in 

the past two days.
State-supported testing sites have 

closed due to Tropical Storm Isaias. 
Sites will reopen by 8 a.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 5.

There was an increase of 60 Florida 
resident deaths in Dade County from 
the Wednesday count.

There has been 2,921 deaths of 
residents or staff members of long-term 
care facilities, which is an increase of 85 
from the Wednesday count.

Dade County had an increase of 
2,752 cases and Broward County had an 
increase of 1,383 virus cases.

The counties with triple-digits 
increases in COVID-19 cases are: 
Bay — 100, Collier — 159, Columbia 
— 144, Duval — 418, Escambia 
— 159, Hillsborough — 467, Lee 

— 260, Manatee — 149, Marion — 369, 
Okaloosa — 127, Orange — 408, Osceola 
— 136, Palm Beach — 506, Pasco — 103, 

Pinellas — 322, Polk — 225 Santa Rosa 

TS Isaias to 
bring wind, 

rain
May turn north,  
pass alongside 
Florida coast

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Tropical Storm Isaias 
may turn north and sideswipe Florida, 
if the predictions as of Thursday 
morning hold true.

The probability cone presented by 
the National Hurricane Center at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration shows the center of 
the storm skirting the east coast of the 
state from 8 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
Sunday.

Maximum sustained winds are near 
60 mph (95 km/h) with higher gusts, 
NHC reported. Tropical storm force 
winds extend outward up to 310 miles 
(500 km) primarily to the north of the 
storm center.

As of midday Thursday, Isaias 
(pronounced “ees-ah-EE-ahs”) was 
over the ocean, centered directly north 
of the straits between Dominican 
Republic and Puerto Rico, with storm 
warnings in effect for Puerto Rico, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, the Turks and Caicos 
Islands, and the Southeastern and 
Central Bahamas.

Isaias was moving toward the north-
west at almost 20 mph (31 km/h), with 

Hurner 
tapped as 

second
Picked for job as 
assistant county 
administrator

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Laurie Hurner, 
Highlands County extension director 
and citrus extension agent, has been 
tapped to serve as the 
next assistant county 
administrator.

She will start next 
Wednesday, if confirmed 
on Tuesday by the Board 
of County Commission.

“I’m excited. I’m really 
excited,” Hurner said 
Wednesday.

Born and raised in 
Highlands County, Hurner had headed 
up the Highlands County Extension 
Office for the past five years, a post 
once held by her father.

She’s enjoyed working for the county 
under the University of Florida, but 
said when she saw the job opening 
and the requirements, she saw an 
opportunity to give back.

It also struck her that she could 
bring her experience in agriculture 
to work with a wider swath of the 
community and get to work with other 
parts of local government.

She also knew she and County 
Administrator Randy Vosburg work 
well together, and that it would be a 
good fit.

The Highlands News-Sun also 
reached out to the county administra-
tor’s office for official comment, but 
did not receive it by press time.

Hurner said citrus growers and oth-
ers in agriculture were sad to see her 
leave her post, but she held confidence 
in the future of the office.

“I think the Highlands County 
extension service,” she said, “has made 
a lot of strides in the last five years. I 
feel like we’re in a great place to hand 
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Nobody can go back 
and start a new beginning, 
but anyone can start today 
and make a new ending.
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