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Ukraine aid support softens 
in the US: AP-NORC Poll

By AAMER MADHANI and EMILY 
SWANSON 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — Support 
among the American public for 
providing Ukraine weaponry and 
direct economic assistance has 
softened as the Russian invasion 
nears a grim one-year milestone, 
according to a new poll from The 
Associated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research.

Forty-eight percent say they 
favor the U.S. providing weapons 
to Ukraine, with 29% opposed 
and 22% saying they’re neither in 
favor nor opposed. In May 2022, 
less than three months into the 
war, 60% of U.S. adults said they 
were in favor of sending Ukraine 
weapons.

Americans are about evenly 
divided on sending government 
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President Joe Biden speaks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy as they meet in the Oval Offi  ce of the White House, 
Dec. 21, 2022, in Washington. 

Gerald Snell: 
A positive 

community-minded 
force for Avon Park

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — As chairman of the Avon 
Park Community Redevelopment Agency 
Board and as an active citizen, Gerald 
Snell remains 
focused on 
efforts to 
improve and 
grow the City of 
Charm.

Snell was 
born and raised 
in Avon Park. 
He attended South Florida State College, 
then known as South Florida Community 
College. He lived in Lakeland and Winter 
Haven before relocating to Avon Park in 
1987.

He had worked as a probation offi cer 
for the Department of Juvenile Justice for 
a program called Bay Area Youth Services 
managing case fi les for Highlands and 
Hardee counties.

Then he worked as a scheduler/route 
manager for Highlands, Hardee and 
Okeechobee counties for Comsis Corp. 
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Avon Park CRA Board Chairman Gerald Snell is 
focused on improving and growing the City of 
Charm.

Jenkins family becomes self-sufficient by raising chickens
By CINDY MARSHALL

HIGHLANDS SUN EDITOR

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first 
in a series of stories to 
focus on homestead-
ing being done by 
local residents in 
Highlands County. 
Learn how several 
people have found 
a simple, self-suffi-
cient, off-grid style 
of living.

AVON PARK — 
While gardening 
may be the first 
basic step to 
homesteading, 
chickens are 
generally 
the 
easiest 
ani-
mal 
to 

start with when plotting out this 
journey to produce food.

Chickens are easy to raise, pro-
duce eggs and meat, and help out 

in the garden. They keep the 
garden free of insects and 

weeds, plus they till the 
soil with their legs. Let’s 

not forget how their 
manure can benefit the 
soil as well.

Ryan and Brandie 
Jenkins, who are both in 

their 30’s and live outside 
of Avon Park, were bitten 

by the homesteading bug. 
With the ever-rising cost of 

food in the grocery stores, 
the Jenkins discovered that 

they could cut their expenses by 
growing their own in a garden 

at their home. In the past couple of 
years, they decided to expand their 
homestead to raise chickens for 
eggs. With two children, this family 
of four found a way to make ends 
meet.

Ryan, a firefighter in Hardee 
County, grew up in a rural farm area 
in Frostproof and had experience 
with raising turkeys, rabbits and 
steers in Future Farmers of America. 
His parents provided him with their 
first two laying hens but since then 
he has expanded his flock by pur-
chasing his own chicks. He discov-
ered that they needed to purchase 
several chicks since some do not 
survive at the beginning.

“I have also learned that there are 

Brandie Jenkins, of Avon Park, holds a Black Australorp chicken named Pearl so her 
3-year-old son Anderson can pet her.

Ryan and Brandie Jenkins show the various colors of eggs that their hens lay. Each breed lays a 
diff erent color shell.

Korbyn Fulllwood, 7, of Avon Park, who is 
Brandie Jenkins’ nephew enjoys visiting some 
of the chickens that used to be at his home but 
had to be removed due to code restrictions. He is 
holding a Rhode Island Red named Nugget.
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A journey in homesteadingDefendant 
wants to hire 
PTSD author

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Joseph Ables, the U.S. 
Marine veteran who shot and killed a 
Highlands County Sheriff’s deputy, wants 
to hire a fellow Vietnam veteran as a 
post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
consultant.

Ables’ lawyer, Bjorn Brunvand, wants 
City of New York anthropology professor 
Dr. Glenn Peterson to aid him in his 
defense of Ables, who faces execution if 
found guilty.

Brunvand is scheduled to ask the court 
for money to hire Peterson during a 
Friday pretrial hearing.

Peterson’s book, “War and the Arc 
of Human Experience,” discusses his 
life-long battle with a condition nearly all 
battle veterans experience.

“We do not yet have a way of making 
the effects of post-traumatic stress 
disorder go away,” Peterson, who fl ew 70 
missions in Vietnam, writes. “We can treat 
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Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be 18 years old to play Bingo. Must be a Unity Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.  
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