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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A storm debris 
removal agreement, yet to be 
signed between the Town of 
Lake Placid and the Board of 
County Commissioners, may 
come to a final vote Tuesday.

The item is on the county 
commission agenda for the 

9 a.m. Tuesday meeting at 600 
S. Commerce Ave. in Sebring. 
Commissioners have said that 
what they decide on this matter 
will likely set the standard for 
all other agreements with mu-
nicipalities and improvement 
districts in the county.

As presented, the Lake 
Placid agreement asks the 
town to pay for unreimbursed 

expenses after all requests 
have been sent and answered 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).

Item 4 of the agreement 
states that “upon completion 
of the requested emergency 
debris removal services and 
after the County has been fully 
reimbursed with final resolu-
tion from all Federal and/or 

State Agencies, the County will 
send an invoice to the Town for 
the total amount of unreim-
bursed costs for the portion of 
debris removal services con-
ducted within the jurisdictional 
limits of the Town.”

The agreement stipulates 
that the town would receive an 
invoice for the total amount 
of unreimbursed costs for 

debris removal within town 
limits, and then pay that to the 
county, under the Florida Local 
Government Prompt Payment 
Act.

It also states that federal and/
or state reimbursement and 
auditing may take several years 
after the emergency event and 

Lake Placid, Sun ‘N Lake debris agreements up for vote
Spring Lake has signed on

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — This town is look-
ing for a company to provide auditing 
services in a timely manner.

The contract the town has with 
Mauldin & Jenkins CPAs and Advisors 
of Bradenton has all but expired, so 
the town will soon seek proposals for 
financial and operational oversight, 
Town Administrator Phil Williams 
said.

“Such companies help us be 
accountable to taxpayers and help us 
find efficiencies,” he said.

One item the Town Council would 
like to see from the next auditing firm, 
whether it be Mauldin & Jenkins or 
another company: The council wants 
the results of the audit before the June 
30 deadline so it has time to digest 
the audit’s findings before signing off 
on it.

Though Mauldin has not missed the 
June 30 deadline, the town would like 
to see it earlier, Councilwoman Debra 
Worley said.

During the July 12 council meeting, 
Worley asked Rachel Osborne, the 
town’s financial director, for the 
“drop dead” date she’d like auditors 
to provide her with the results of the 
annual audit.

“We’re a small town, it’s not like 
they have a lot to look over,” Worley 
said. “What date should you require 
them to come back to us so we 
actually have time to think about a 
problem?”

Osborne told the Highlands News-
Sun that the council wants time to 
digest the audit results.

“The council was saying that as 
soon as the audit is complete, send it 
along to us,” Osborne said. “Not on 
the deadline, but prior to the deadline 
so the council has more time to look 
at it.”

Osborne, whose work has been 
reviewed by auditing firms for many 
years, relies on outside auditors to 
suggest ways she can do her job 
better.

“It is always good to have another 
pair of eyes on our processes,” she 
said.

Auditors examine government 
agencies’ financial records and serve 
as the basis for performance improve-
ment recommendations, but even for 
a small town the audit results can run 
hundreds of pages, complete with pie 
charts, spreadsheets, and legal-ese 
that takes time to evaluate.

For instance, in its latest audit, 
Mauldin & Jenkins recommended 
ways the town can better count and 
record inventory and better docu-
ment transactions — nothing serious, 
but something the town can focus 
on improving, Williams said. In fact, 
he wants town staff to continue to 
carefully review bid responses from 
auditing firms.

“Since town staff’s practices are al-
ways the area being scrutinized by the 
auditor, the process by which an audi-
tor is selected could be important.”

No matter who is chosen, the town 
wants more time to review auditors’ 
work.

“We need time to call and ask 
questions if we need to,” Worley said.

Wanted: 
Auditing 

firm for Lake 
Placid

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After a recoat-
ing on the inside this year, 
the Veterans Beach water 
tank’s exterior needs repaint-
ing after rust was observed 
during a drone inspection.

The Sebring City Council’s 
Tuesday meeting agenda 
states the Veterans Beach 
water plant’s elevated water 

storage tank is in need of 
an exterior recoating. The 
last time the exterior was 
painted was 18 years ago in 
2003.

Due to concern with the 
amount of surface rust that 
is visible in aerial drone 
inspections it is staff’s rec-
ommendation the exterior 
painting be expedited, ac-
cording to Utilities Director 
Bob Boggus.

Three written quotes were 
received from companies 
that specialize in this type of 
work. After a careful review 
of the quotes received, staff 
finds no reason not to accept 
the low quote by Southern 
Corrosion in the amount of 
$49,849.

The interior of the tank 
was recoated this year and 

Veterans Beach water tank 
slated for repainting
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At its meeting on Tuesday, the 
Sebring City Council will consider 
the low bid of nearly $50,000 
to repaint the exterior of the 
Veterans Beach elevated water 
storage tank.

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — They came 
from as far away as Miami, 
Venus and Homestead to 
express their solidarity with 
the people of Cuba, who 
suddenly found themselves 
isolated from the rest of 
the world when authorities 
there shut down access to 
the Internet last week.

Waving blue-and-white 
Cuban flags and shouting 
“Libdertad!” the protestors 
lined up along the north-
bound side of U.S. 27 and 
expressed themselves with 
plenty of vigor.

Jose Lela took to the 
microphone and urged the 
crowd to support Cubans 
who are not being heard. 
He asked them to send 
thoughts of courage to the 
island whose history aligns 
with Florida’s.

“My family is everything 
in Cuba,” Leal told the 
Highlands News-Sun. 
“Everybody needs to sup-
port freedom from Cuba, to 
support all my people.”

Rosa Montoya was there, 

too, wearing a T-shirt that 
read “PATRIA Y VIDA,” 
(Homeland and Life) the ti-
tle of a Cuban protest song 
that’s been used for two 
generations at times like 
this. She was 5 years old 

when her father brought 
her and her 6-year-old 
brother to the United States 
from Cuba in 1967.

“I’ve been here 52 years, 
my father left a country 
that was communist,” 

Montoya said. “When we 
were taking off from the 
airport in Havana, he told 
us, ‘Don’t look back, we’re 
not welcome here.’”

She has family back in 
Cuba who she thinks of 
often.

She opposes the Cuban 
government, which cut 
the Internet as well as 
cell phone service to stop 
protestors from using texts 
and email to organize street 
protests.

“My father was born in 
Santa Clara and I have 
cousins still there, and first 
and second generation 
aunts and uncles,” she 
said. “I want them to know 
the freedom of expression, 
communication and assem-
bly we have here.”

The crowd of several 
dozen people also held 
signs suggesting the United 
States send troops to topple 
the government in Havana.

Jose Valentin, who is 
Puerto Rican, said he was 
there to support Cuban 
ex-patriots; after all, Puerto 

Cuban patriots rally on U.S. 27
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From left; Hilda Cabrera, Liza Ortega and Carmen Ortega from Miami.
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Rosa Montoya raises her flag for cousins, aunts and uncles in the Santa 
Clara area of Cuba.
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