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5 more positive virus cases in Highlands
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As the 
daily number of new 
cases decreased to one 
or none in the past few 
days, there were five 
new COVID-19 cases 
Wednesday in Highlands 
County for a total of 119.

A total of 37 have been 
hospitalized over the 
course of the pandemic 
with 8 deaths.

The summary data for 
Highlands County lists 1 
case among correctional 
facility staff/residents 
in Highlands with 2,452 

such cases statewide.
Florida’s total number 

of cases is 53,285 with 
9,795 hospitalizations 
and 2,364 deaths, 
according to the latest 
data from the Florida 
Department of Health. 
Florida had 624 new 
cases on Wednesday.

The demographics of 
the Highlands resident 
cases show 59 male cas-
es and 58 female cases 
within an age range of 0 
to 85 with a median age 
of 55.

The age group of 55-64 

This year, the 
directive is 
‘shelter in 

place’
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – COVID-19 has changed 
our collective lives in many ways. Now, 
coronavirus is changing the way we 
hunker down for hurricane season, 
which starts Monday. Federal, state and 
county officials are forced to prepare for 
a hurricane season in the middle of this 
pandemic.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) has predicted this 
year’s hurricane season to be above-av-
erage with storm activity. Hurricane 
season officially starts on June 1 and 
runs through Nov. 30. However, Mother 
Nature is no respecter of calendars. So 
far, there have been two tropical storms, 
Arthur and Bertha, before the season 
officially starts. Both storms threatened 
the Carolinas.

According to NOAA Meteorologist 
Rodney Wynn, it has been since 2016 that 
there were two named storms before the 
start of the season, Hurricane Alex and 
Tropical Storm Bonnie.

Highlands County Emergency Manager 
LaTosha “Tosha” Reiss and the Highlands 
County Board of County Commission are 
urging residents to “Know Your Home,” 
a campaign to help residents know what 
their homes can withstand.

Reiss said more shelters would have to 
be opened in case of a storm to comply 
with CDC guidelines. The three major 
shelters in the county are Lake Placid 
High School, Alan Jay Arena and the Avon 
Park Rec Center. The special needs shelter 
is at the Bert J. Harris Jr. Agricultural 
Center. The special needs shelter requires 
annual preregistration that can be ob-
tained through the Department of Health; 
call 863-386-6040. Reiss said that individ-
uals entering a shelter would be screened 
and temperatures checked often.

“We are encouraging people to shelter 
in place,” Reiss said. “If you feel your 
house is safe and it’s not in a flood zone, 
it may be safer at home. Congregate 
shelters should be the last option.”

BoCC Assistant Public Information 
Officer Karen Clogston said individuals 
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Highlands County Board of County Commission 
put out information on the wind capacity of a 
home by the year it was built.

Friends, coaches remember 
George Floyd, SFSC alumni 

By RUTH ANNE LAWSON
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — George P. Floyd, the 
man at the center of the uproar in 
Minneapolis, was a former Highlands 
County resident and student athlete at 
South Florida State College, at the time 
known as South Florida Community 
College. Floyd passed away Monday 
night after being arrested and pinned 
to the ground by a Minneapolis police 
officer’s knee. A viral video surfaced of 
the arrest, sparking outrage and protest 
of the treatment of African-Americans 
by white law enforcement.

Floyd played center and power 
forward on the Panthers basketball 
team during his time at the local college. 
South Florida State College released a 
statement Thursday morning stating, 
“Officials at South Florida State College 
confirm that George P. Floyd attended 
South Florida Community College 
from 1993 to 1995. During his time as a 
student he was a member of the Panther 
basketball team in the fall of 1994 and in 
the spring of 1995.”

Coach George Walker was the 
Panther’s basketball coach for six years 
and remembered Floyd fondly.

“George was a good person and I 
never had any problems with George,” 
Walker said Thursday. “He was a regular 
student and a good athlete. He was 
just a regular student who would miss 
class now and then, but other than 
that he was a good kid. He was a good 
player who averaged 14 points and eight 
rebounds a game. He ended up leaving 
after his two years at South Florida and 
went to Texas A&I in Kingsville, Texas.”

Walker recalled his enjoyment in 
coaching Floyd.

“I had not only him but I had three 
or four other guys from the Houston 

area. I coached at the University of 
Houston before moving to South Florida 
Community College so Houston was my 
biggest recruiting area. I was looking for 
a power center and power forward so I 
was looking at Yates High School, which 
was right across from the University of 
Houston, where George attended. I kind 

of kept my eyes on them for a couple of 
years.

“George was not only a good player, 
but a good person with a good heart. He 
did what I needed him to do at South 
Florida and I couldn’t have asked for any 
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People leave flowers at a makeshift memorial, Wednesday, May 27, 2020, in Minneapolis, near the site where George Floyd, a black man who 
was taken into police custody on Monday and later died.

CHRISTOPHER HARRIS VIA AP

This undated handout photo provided by Christopher Harris shows George Floyd. The mayor of 
Minneapolis called Wednesday, May 27, 2020, for criminal charges to be filed against officer 
Derek Chauvin, who is seen on video kneeling against the neck of handcuffed Floyd, who 
complained that he could not breathe and died in police custody.
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A breakdown of the numbers for Highlands County’s positive coronavirus cases as reported by the Florida Department of Health on 
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