
By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The School 
Board of Highlands 
County will have a 
workshop at 4 p.m., Sept. 
8, to review and discuss 
the district’s Return to 
Athletics Plan.

At its Aug. 19 special 
meeting, the School 
Board approved the 
district’s sports task force 
recommendation to start 
practices on Monday, 
Aug. 31.

In her monthly update, 
Superintendent Brenda 
Longshore said one big 
step in moving forward 
during the pandemic 
is the reopening of fall 
sports and extracurricular 
activities.

Practice for cheerlead-
ing, school sports and 
band begins Monday, she 

said. Competition start 
dates vary by the sport.

Bowling, cross country, 
golf, swimming and 
volleyball may begin 
competitions on Sept. 12.

Varsity football will be-
gin competing on Sept. 18 
and junior varsity football 
will begin on Sept. 24, 
Longshore said.

The athletic task force 
meets regularly and has 
developed procedures 
relating to practices and 
competitions, she said. 
Their recommendations 
will be presented to the 
School Board on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8. The board work-
shop is at 4 p.m. with the 
school board meeting at 
5:30 p.m.

The public is welcome 
to come to both meetings 
in the boardroom at the 
district office, Longshore 
said.

School Board Member 
Isaac Durrance said he 
wants to make sure the 
district has done its due 
diligence to offer the 
highest safety possible.

He is looking forward to 
seeing the recommenda-
tions of the athletic task 
force.
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Sebring plays the Lakes Wales Highlanders in Lake Wales. The 
School Board of Highlands County will meet Tuesday, Sept. 8, to 
discuss the district’s “Return to Athletics Plan.”

County to make pet shelter available
Location TBA for ‘temporary solution’

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After much search-
ing, Highlands County Emergency 
Management has established a 
temporary pet shelter for the 2020 
hurricane season.

“As with any other county shelter, 
the pet shelter should be used as 
a last resort,” said LaTosha Reiss, 

Highlands County emergency 
manager.

Space at the pet shelter is 
limited, and restrictions apply, 
Reiss said.

County officials have not yet 
given the location of the shelter. 
Because it is a temporary solution, 
that will be announced once 
the shelter opens, said Gloria 
Rybinski, Highlands County public 

information officer.
“The main point here is that 

we want people to preregister,” 
Rybinski said.

That way, Rybinski said, county 
officials can plan for how many 
owners with pets will come to 
the shelter. Proof of residency is 
required.

HADLEY CHITTUM/HOUSTON CHRONICLE VIA AP

Candy and Michael Dorn sit at their car at The Forge on 
Thursday, Aug. 27, 2020, in Houston, waiting to hear about the 
status of their Beaumont home. The couple arrived with their 
two dogs to The Forge, which has become a shelter for Hurri-
cane Laura evacuees. Highlands County will have a pet-friendly 
shelter for the 2020 hurricane season.

Workshop set to review Return to Athletics Plan

Highlands adds 
14 COVID-19 
cases, 2 more 

deaths
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County had 
two more deaths listed in the latest daily 
COVID-19 update bringing the county’s 
total who have passed during the pan-
demic to 62.

With 14 more virus cases, according 
to the Florida Department of Health, 
Highlands has had a total of 1,795 cases.

Statewide there were 3,815 new corona-
virus cases in the latest daily update from 
the Florida Department of Health and 89 
more deaths, which is the smallest daily 
increase in resident deaths since June 10.

There have been a total of 615,806 
cases of COVID-19 in Florida.

A total of 10,957 Florida residents have 
died due to the virus over the course 
of the pandemic. There have been 142 
non-resident deaths in Florida.

The previous day’s testing results show 
that among the 269 tests in Highlands 
5.2% were positive. Hardee County tested 
57 and Glades County 2 with no new 
cases for both counties.

Okeechobee had 206 test results on 
Thursday of which 4.37% were positive.

DeSoto had 88 test results with 10.23% 
positive and Hendry County had 11.11% 
positive from 36 tests.

Statewide among the 67,578 test results 
on Thursday 5.7% were positive.

Lafayette County, in north Florida, has 
the most cases per capita in the state with 
1,184 cases with a population of 8,744, 
which means 13.5% of the population has 
been infected.

Highlands County has had 1.75% of 
its residents infected with COVID-19, 
according to the latest data on the Florida 
Department of Heath’s rate map.

The Highlands cases include 839 male 
cases and 955 female cases with a median 
age of 47.

CARES Act

More than 2K individuals, 732 businesses applied
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A total of 2,344 local 
individuals and 732 businesses 
have submitted applications for 
help through the county under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act.

Highlands County Public 
Information Officer Gloria Rybinski 
said the county received more appli-
cations than that, but those were the 
ones that got through the process and 
submitted applications before the 
deadline.

Rybinski said the county also had 26 
applications submitted for community 
proposals, out of 204 applications that 
were started through the online sub-
mission system, but not completed.

Likewise, the county also had a total 
of 3,219 individual applications started 
in the online system and 955 business 
applications started, but not finished.

At this point, Rybinski said, she can’t 
break down the numbers to show how 
many of the business applications 
came from for-profit businesses and 
how many came from non-profit 
entities.

The same is true of individual 

applications: She cannot say the size 
of the families that would benefit from 
those funds.

She anticipates that the funds will 
be disbursed by Sept. 30, as is required 
under the agreement that the county 
entered to receive surplus CARES Act 
funds.

That’s when the county has to make 
its first report to state officials.

The funds are part of the $4.6 mil-
lion the county has received from 
surplus in the program to help indi-
viduals, businesses and communities 
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Packing canned pineapples into a food box, U.S. Senator John Cornyn (R-TX) takes his position 
in the line of volunteers packing boxes Monday, Aug. 17, 2020 at the West Texas Food Bank 
in Midland Texas. Senator Cornyn visited the West Texas Food Bank in Midland to discuss the 
CARES Act that has been used to bring relief to organizations affected by the coronavirus.
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Avon Park City Manager Mark Schrader addresses the CARES Act panel in June. The county received thousands of applications from businesses 
and individuals for financial help.
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Lake Placid and Avon Park play a volleyball match in October 
2019. Volleyball teams may begin play Sept. 12, according to 
the School Board of Highlands County’s “Return to Athletics 
Plan.”
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