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School Board mulls corporal punishment and discipline options
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Corporal punishment 
continues to be a much discussed 
topic for the School Board of Highlands 
County with it being debated at length, 
along with other discipline issues, 
during a recent School Board workshop.

A couple of high school students, 
from the Superintendent’s student 
council, spoke first at the workshop 
with a Highlands Virtual School 
student saying that students in reg-
ular classrooms believe that school 

administrators should visit classrooms 
more often, which is effective in 
improving behavior and discipline.

Also, she said there shouldn’t be too 
many warnings. The overuse of warn-
ings makes it like nothing will be done 
when a student misbehaves.

“We need more action on it,” the 
student said.

A second student also spoke on the 
suggestion for more administrators 
visiting classrooms. The atmosphere of 
the classroom changes when an admin-
istrator is present, he said.

The student also spoke about 

corporal punishment.
The student said corporal punish-

ment is a relic from a past era, which is 
rarely used. The beliefs of society has 
changed to where is might cause public 
backlash if it ever was used.

He encouraged the board to rethink 
its stance on it and consider the opin-
ions of society at large in the towns and 
in the schools.

The board has discussed corporal 
punishment at its recent meetings and 
while it is being removed from the 2022-
23 Student Code of Conduct, the board 
is considering having it put back in the 

Code as a deterrent.
School Board Member 

Reese Martin has suggest-
ed that corporal punish-
ment be put it back in the 
Code of Conduct, even if 
only for a deterrent.

“I think there are some 
areas in here where it 
could possibly be put in 

there just as an option, whether it is 
used or not,” he said.

Martin said he had asked for the 

Biden’s test: Sustaining unity for Ukraine war
By AAMER MADHANI and ZEKE MILLER 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — One year ago, 
President Joe Biden was bracing for the 
worst as Russia massed troops in prepara-
tion to invade Ukraine.

As many in the West and even in Ukraine 
doubted Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
intentions, the White House was adamant: 
War was coming and Kyiv was woefully 
outgunned.

In Washington, Biden’s aides prepared 
contingency plans and even drafts of what 
the president would say should Ukraine’s 
capital quickly fall to Russian forces — a 
scenario deemed likely by most U.S. 
officials. Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, was offered help getting out of 
his country if he wanted it.

Yet as Russia’s invasion reaches the 

one-year mark, the city stands and Ukraine 
has beaten even its own expectations, 
buoyed by a U.S.-led alliance that has 
agreed to equip Ukrainian forces with 
tanks, advanced air defense systems, and 
more, while keeping the Kyiv government 
afloat with tens of billions of dollars in 
direct assistance.

For Biden, Ukraine was an unexpected 
crisis, but one that fits squarely into his 
larger foreign policy outlook that the United 
States and like-minded allies are in the 
midst of a generational conflict to demon-
strate that liberal democracies such as the 
U.S. can out-deliver autocracies.

In the estimation of the White House, the 
war transformed what had been Biden’s 
rhetorical warnings — a staple of his 2020 
campaign speeches — into an urgent call 
to action.

Now, as Biden prepares to travel to 

Poland to mark the anniversary of the war, 
he faces a legacy-defining moment.

“President Biden’s task is to make the 
case for sustained free world support for 
Ukraine,” said Daniel Fried, a U.S. ambas-
sador to Poland during the Clinton admin-
istration and now a distinguished fellow at 
the Atlantic Council. “This is an important 
trip. And really, Biden can define the role of 
the free world in turning back tyranny.”

Biden administration officials are quick 
to direct primary credit for Ukraine’s staying 
power to the courage of its armed forces, 
with a supporting role to the Russian 
military’s ineptitude. But they also believe 
that without their early warnings and the 
massive support they orchestrated, Ukraine 
would have been all but wiped off the map 
by now.

Sustaining Ukraine’s fight, while keeping 
the war from escalating into a potentially 

catastrophic wider conflict with NATO, will 
go down as one of Biden’s enduring foreign 
policy accomplishments, they argue.

In Poland, Biden is set to meet with allies 
to reassure them of the U.S. commitment 
to the region and to helping Ukraine “as 
long as it takes.” It’s a pledge that is met 
with skepticism both at home and abroad 
as the invasion enters its second year, and 
as Putin shows no signs of retreating from 
an invasion that has left more than 100,000 
of his own forces killed or wounded, along 
with tens of thousands of Ukrainian service 
members and civilians — and millions of 
refugees.

Biden’s job now is, in part, to persuade 
Americans — and a worldwide audience — 
that it’s more important than ever to stay in 
the fight, while cautioning that an endgame 

Sebring man dies 
in crash south of 

Lake Placid
Staff Report

LAKE PLACID — A Sebring man died 
early Sunday morning when the car 
he was riding in was hit headon at the 
interstion of U.S. 27 and State Road 70.

According to Florida Highway Patrol 
reports, the car was driven by a 41-year-
old Lake Placid woman. It was traveling 
north in the southbound inside lane 
of U.S. 27 just north of the SR 70 inter-
section. At the same time, at around 
12:22 a.m., another car was traveling 
south in the same lane of traffic. The 
front left sides of both vehicles collided.

FHP reports that the northbound vehi-
cle rotated, traveled off the roadway and 
came to rest on the west grass shoulder.

The driver was wearing a seat belt, 
however the passenger, a 69-year-old 
male, was not.

The second vehicle also traveled off 
the roadway and came to rest in the 
grass median. The driver, a 23-year-old 
male, and passenger, a 31-year-old male, 
both of Immokalee, were wearing their 

Coast now coming to Heartland

COURTESY/VISIT SEBRING

Although the vast majority of visitors to the Spartan Race in December came from Florida, as this map depicts, a great many came from outside 
Florida, including — not shown here — families from 16 nations to have their children compete in the Spartan Kids World Championship, part 
of the last event.

MARTIN

County to define 
‘legislative intent’

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County Attorney Sherry 
Sutphen wants to make sure everyone 
knows what she’s doing for the County 
Commission, and what she’s not doing.

That especially holds true, she said, for 
something that she may have received for 
consideration, but has not yet started to 
review.

She wants to find a way to clarify that, 
both for the Highlands County Board of 
County Commissioners and for the public.

What happened recently is that the Sun 
‘N Lake Board of Supervisors had voted to 
request a change in their charter. It would 
alter the representation of their board from 
two landowner-elected seats and three 
popularly-elected ones to all popular seats.

To do that, they had to have their attor-
ney, David Schumacher, send the proposed 
ordinance changes to Sutphen for review 
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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Nearly 20 years ago, 
Highlands County’s tourist development 
marketed the county for being within 
two hours of everything in Florida.

It referenced the county as a central 
location to drive to either coast or the 
big cities, but didn’t sell what the county 
had to offer.

A marketing shift had already begun 
when, in 2015, the Tourist Development 
Council hired Casey Hartt as lead 
marketing consultant.

Shortly after that, she and the TDC 
rebranded the county as “Visit Sebring,” 
a destination in itself, and that’s paid off.

Hartt has told county commissioners 
recently that Highlands now draws 
people from the coasts, with a full third 
of them — 33% — coming from the 
Tampa/St. Petersburg area.

Another 10.4% come from Miami/Fort 

Lauderdale, and the next highest market 
sources — Fort Myers/Naples and 
Orlando/Daytona Beach/Melbourne — 
provide 8.8% and 8.3% of visitors who 
drove in more than 30 miles.

West Palm Beach/Fort Pierce pro-
vides the only other large segment, 
6.1%. The rest come from out of state, 
bringing 1-2% of out-of-towners from 
Indianapolis, Jacksonville, Detroit, New 
York City and Chicago.

“Atlanta has also been a big one, as far 
as traffic to our [Visit Sebring] website,” 
Hartt said.

Out-of-state markets have gained 
more ground recently, Hartt said, and 
have become even more of a focus than 
other Floridians.

As far as spending, out-of-state 
visitors spend about twice as much as 
in-state visitors, Hartt said. Out-of-state 
visitors will stay longer than in-state, 
who may have only driven in for the day, 
and will spend more money as a result.

“That’s why a lot of our events (attract) 
out-of-state visitors, versus the in-state 
visitors,” Hartt said.

Examples are the annual Spartan 
Race, which came in last December, and 
last year’s American Cornhole League 
Championship in May. Both will return 
this year, as will the Youth Lacrosse 
Tournament. The Spartan Race brought 
in 9,495 adult registered racers and 731 
kid racers, along with 1,100 spectators 
and 383 volunteers.

Hartt noted for county commissioners 
during her recent presentation that part 
of what brought in big numbers was that 
December’s event included the Spartan 
Kids World Championship, which 
brought in youth competitors from 16 
different countries.

Some of those families, the Highlands 
News-Sun learned, knew the “Sebring” 
name from the annual Le Mans series 
race, the 12 Hours of Sebring. Some 


