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In this photo taken Monday, Dec. 16, 2019, members of the 
Notre Dame cathedral choir sing during a rehearsal at the Saint 
Sulpice church in Paris. Notre Dame Cathedral kept holding 
services during two world wars as a beacon of hope amid 
bloodshed and fear. It took a fire in peacetime to finally stop 
Notre Dame from celebrating Christmas Mass for the first time 
in more than two centuries.

Notre Dame Cathedral to miss first 
Christmas in centuries

By THOMAS ADAMSON 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PARIS (AP) — Notre 
Dame kept Christmas 
going even during two 
world wars — a bea-
con of hope amid the 
bloodshed.

Yet an accidental fire in 
peacetime finally stopped 
the Paris cathedral from 
celebrating Midnight 
Mass this year, for the 
first time in over two 
centuries.

As the lights stay dim 

in the once-invincible 
855-year-old landmark, 
officials are trying hard to 
focus on the immediate 
task of keeping burned 
out Notre Dame ‘s spirit 
alive in exile through 
service, song and prayer.

It has decamped its rec-
tor, famed statue, liturgy 
and Christmas celebra-
tions to a new temporary 
home pending the resto-
ration works, just under 
a mile away, at another 
Gothic church in Paris 
called Saint-Germain 

l’Auxerrois.
And there it will 

remain, as works slowly 
progress to rebuild the 
cathedral after the April 
15 fire destroyed its lead 
roof and spire and was 
moments away from 
engulfing its two stone 
towers.

“This is the first 
time since the French 
Revolution that there will 
be no midnight Mass (at 
Notre Dame),” cathedral 
rector Patrick Chauvet 
told The Associated Press.

There was even a 
Christmas service amid 
the carnage of World 
War I, Chauvet noted, 
“because the canons were 
there and the canons had 
to celebrate somewhere,” 
referring to the cathe-
dral’s clergy. During World 
War II, when Paris was 
under Nazi occupation, 
“there was no problem.” 
He said that to his 
knowledge, it was only 
closed for Christmas in 

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Around 
2007 there were five hous-
es built off Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, but 
with the 2008 real estate 
bust the Curry Street 
development ended with 
no paved road and no 
utility service leaving the 
houses uninhabitable and 
vacant.

At a recent Sebring City 
Council meeting, Adriana 
Fernandez said she was 
trying to find a solution to 
the problem she has with 
Curry Street. She wants 
to live in the house she 
purchased recently.

Council President Tom 
Dettman explained that 
Curry Street is a develop-
ment that was approved 
by the city Building 
Department many years 

ago, which has five 
structures (houses). The 
issue at hand is there are 
no streets.

After meeting with City 
Attorney Bob Swaine on 
Nov. 14, Fernandez met 
with the owner of nine 
of the Curry Street lots 
in hopes of finding a solu-
tion, but to no avail.

Fernandez said she 
has owned the property 
for a few months. Before 

purchasing the house, 
she was told she could get 
utility service hooked up 
to it. She noted it would 
cost her $7,000 to have 
Duke Energy extend its 
service to her house.

“There are five houses; 
complete houses for years 
and years and nobody 
can live in any of them,” 
she said.

Small development has big problem with no road
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Curry Street has a name, but no pavement, leaving five houses 
without utilities and with no certificate of occupancy. ROAD | 3A

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Many children will 
have new toys thanks to the efforts of 
Highlands Ridge residents and volun-
teers from the Church Service Center.

Parents and children stopped by Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Church Thursday 
morning to get a welcome and free toys.

Church Service Center Director John 
Jeffo said it’s a big effort every year at 
Highlands Ridge. The residents work 
on it all year long and this year they 
wrapped up 350 toys.

With a cataloged listing of all the 
wrapped gifts, parents were able to 
pick out the toys they believe would be 
appropriate for their children. Church 
Service Center volunteers assisted 
parents with the selection of toys, which 
were arranged by age on a string of 
tables.

The volunteers welcomed Caretta 
Washington and her niece, Audrey Fogle. 
Washington said she appreciated the 
efforts of those who worked on the toy 
drive.

In the morning they were very busy, 
Jeffo said, but it slowed down by midday.

The remaining toys will go to the Boys 

Highlands Ridge 
helps with Church 

Service Center drive
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Church Service Center volunteers assist those 
picking out toys from the Highlands Ridge toy 
drive. The toy distribution was held Thursday 
morning at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in 
Avon Park.
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By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Santa 
and his elves started the 
Battle of the Bands, Inc. 
Toy Run early on Friday 
morning beginning with 
AdventHealth Lake Placid. 
From there, the merry 
makers worked their way 
back towards the North Pole 
stopping to bring toys to 
Highlands Regional Medical 
Center, Sunny Hills of 
Sebring, and AdventHealth 
Sebring. The group dropped 
off toys for AdventHealth 
Wauchula at the Sebring 
location as well.

The Battle of the Bands is 
a 501 C3 veteran’s services 
charity. The charity has been 
doing toy drives for five 
years, said President Anna 
Marie Feeney. This year a 
toy run was implemented to 
include all four emergency 

rooms.
Feeney knew there were 

many toy drives throughout 
the county to serve families. 
After some thought, she real-
ized that no one was serving 
the emergency rooms. 
Unlike a toy drive that gives 
presents one time per year, 
the toys dropped off at the 
hospitals are to be given out 
throughout the year to kids 
visiting the emergency room 
for comfort.

“This is to help children 
in distress,” Feeney said. 
“When kids are sick or hurt 
and crying, it’s hard for the 
medical staff to treat them. 
The same is true if they 
come in with a sick parent, 
they need something to help 
calm them.”

Chaplain Dean Kouragian 
of the Battle of the Bands 
played Santa’s helper for the 

Battle of the Bands spreads comfort and joy to area ERs 
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Santa gives two little boys stuffed animals at the AdventHealth Lake 
Placid Emergency Room from the Battle of the Bands Toy Run. Permis-
sion was granted by the mother to use this picture.
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The entire emergency room staff at AdventHealth Lake Placid posed with Santa on Friday morning.
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Toys for girls and boys
through community efforts
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