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LPAA 
donated 

$26,256 for 
Lake Placid 

Athletics
By RUTH ANNE LAWSON

STAFF WRITER

This story sponsored by 
Joe’s Lawn and Tree Service, 
863-441-4454.

LAKE PLACID — Over the 
last 12 months the Lake Placid 
Athletic Association (LPAA) 
has been hard at work to raise 
money for Lake Placid Middle 
and High Schools. With the 
help and support of local 
businesses and community the 
LPAA has raised an incredible 
$26,256 with $18,956 going 
to the high school and $7,300 
going to the middle school 
athletics.

The LPAA has three fundrais-
ers throughout the year.

“We have three fundraisers a 
year and one of the things we 
do is run the concession stand 
for the high school football 
games,” said Laura Teal, presi-
dent of the LPAA. “We buy food 
to sell and all the money goes 
back into the athletic associa-
tion and we donate it. We have 
an annual dinner that is held 
in January. It is a prime rib 
dinner and dance for $50 per 
person with a raffl e and silent 
auction. The items are donated 
from business and individuals 
in the community.”

A huge part of the LPAA’s 
success is because of commu-
nity support.

“We really want to give credit 
to the people that support us 
which are the business that 
donate and the individuals,” 
Teal said. “We just had a golf 
tournament to raise money. We 
raise money several different 
ways at the tournament. The 
fi rst way we raise money is 
with the teams, each player 
pays $100 to play and a portion 
covers the golf, a lunch and to 
cover cost. We also have hole 
sponsors ranging from $50 to 
$100 to be a hole sponsor. We 
also have corporate sponsors 
such as Bill Jarrett who has 
been a sponsor for several 
years. We have other corpora-
tions in the community who 

County 
budget OK, 

for now
Can manage 
with surplus, 
unless virus
 hits hard

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands 
County has a healthy surplus 
heading into Fiscal Year 2020-
21, at least for now.

What’s uncertain, accord-
ing to the county’s Offi ce of 
Management and Budget 
(OMB), is what kind of hit 
novel coronavirus will have on 
the county, both in emergency 
response and in lost revenue.

When OMB Manager David 
Nitz recently briefed the Board 
of County Commission on 
the county’s fi nances, he said 
county department directors 
and constitutional offi cers 
have been asked to submit 
their budgets to him by April 3, 
the end of next week. Budget 
review between the OMB and 
county administration are 
set for May 4-15, with public 
workshops to follow in July and 
August. Formal budget hear-
ings and fi nal votes will take 
place Sept. 3 and 15.

The county could start this 
year’s budget process with a 
little more than $16 million 
in reserves, Nitz said. The 
unassigned fund balance at 
the start of this fi scal year 
was $17.1 million, minus 
$4.98 million that commission-
ers approved to put into the 
budget, leaving $12.2 million 
— enough for a little more 
than two months of operations 
at $5.69 million per month — if 
needed.

As of March 17, Nitz said, the 
amount that the county will 
end up using will be approxi-
mately $1 million, with $4 mil-
lion going back to reserves.

Highlands County also re-
ceived this fi scal year an addi-
tional $504,781 reimbursement 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, for costs 
incurred from Hurricane Irma 
in 2017, bringing the reserves 
up to $16.6 million.

That’s good, he said, because 

Back to school 
... sort of

County readies for 
online learning

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – A week ago, Governor Ron 
DeSantis mandated schools be closed to 
students until April 15. The School Board of 
Highlands County complied and extended its 
scheduled spring break. Faculty, on the other 

hand, did return to their schools in order to 
switch their curriculums to a virtual format.

During this coronavirus pandemic, informa-
tion is constantly being updated. Beginning 
March 30, students, with the exception of 
those in kindergarten through second grade, 
will take their classes online via Chromebooks 
provided by the School Board at no charge.

According to the School Boards’s website, 
students in grades 6-12 should already 
have Chromebooks to work from. Students 
in grades 3-5 will now also be provided 
Chromebooks. Students in kindergarten 
through second will receive paperwork pack-
ets from their classroom teacher.

The School Board has 140 hotspots in the 
county and they have asked for more. The 
School Board is working with internet pro-
viders to deliver free internet to students who 
don’t have internet, according to the website.

Parents can be just as involved in their 
students’ lives as they were when students 
were in the brick and mortar classrooms. The 
Instructional Continuity Plan is located on the 

COURTESY/FWE

Fred Wild Elementary Principal Megan Moesching 
is making sure students get the proper packets 
and ensuring everything was running smooth on 
Wednesday,

COURTESY/FWE

The sign says it all. Teachers all over the county, like 
Coach Rich Bozeman at Fred Wild Elementary School, 
and state are missing their students.

COURTESY/AEP

These Avon Elementary School kids are proudly 
holding their home school packets or Chromebooks 
in the bags provided by Brooker Fence Company, Inc. 
on Wednesday. From left: Gustavo Gomez, Armando 
Gomez and Salvador Carillo.

Fifth case of 
coronavirus 

confirmed in county
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The num-
ber of cases of COVID-19 
in Highlands County 
has increased to fi ve, 
according to the Florida 
Department of Health 
update at about 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. Due to HIPAA 
laws, there is very little in-
formation made available 
to the public.

What we do know is the 
person is a female and has 
not been hospitalized. The 
Highlands County Board 
of County Commission 
confi rmed the fi ve cases as 
well as the FDOH.

Before Wednesday, there 
were three women and 
one male. Wednesday 
evening, Florida’s 

COVID-19 Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard 
from the Florida Health 
Department states there 
are now four women and 
one male. The dashboard 
also shows only one 
hospitalization.

The state numbers 
climbed 510 cases from 
the last update Tuesday, 
bringing the state’s total 
cases to 1,977 as of the 
Wednesday evening 
update.

As of Wednesday eve-
ning, the state’s numbers 
show:

• Total cases – 1,977, of 
which 1,867 are Florida 
residents and the other 
110 are non-residents 
who were tested and are 
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Please 
be 

patient
Thank you for call-

ing to set up access 
to our eedition. We 
received in excess of 
400 calls Wednesday 
and are working at 
answering each one 
of them as quickly as 
possible.

If you have not 
done so yet, please 
call 863-385-6155 
after 1 p.m. if you still 
need to access to the 
digital newspaper so 
that you don’t miss an 
issue as we go digital 
only on Mondays and 
Thursdays for a short 
time.

We will answer 
every single phone 
call and/or message 
as quickly as we can.
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