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State passes 
36,000 deaths

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County saw its new cases 
of COVID-19 increase by 11 infections, 
which is in line with the past few days. 
When the Florida Department of Health 
released its daily coronavirus update, it 
showed the county had 8,482 cases in 
total.

Of that total, 
8,387 were 
residents and 
95 were from 
non-residents. 
Non-residents 
increased by one 
person overnight.

The death toll 
remained at 351 
people whose 
deaths were 
attributed to COVID.

Testing was much lower than the 
previous day at 113 tests processed. 
The negative results were 101. The low 
testing was reflected in the positivity rate 
of 10.62%, more than doubled from the 
previous day’s report.

The average daily age was 41 and the 
overall median age stayed at 51.

The hospitalizations rose by one admis-
sion to 658. The Agency for Health Care 
Administration reported 28 people were 
being treated primarily for COVID. AHCA 
showed the state with 3,112 people being 
treated for the virus in the hospital.

Coronavirus infections from long-term 
care facilities has risen to 704. FDOH 
shows 96 deaths from staff or residents of 
long-term care facilities in the county.

The state saw 3,075 new cases, which is 
the lowest cases in two weeks. The total 
cases from the state are 2,245,853. Of 
those cases, 2,203,807 were residents and 
42,046 were non-residents that contract-
ed the virus.

The state’s deaths have hit an unfortu-
nate milestone when it surpassed 36,000 
death on Monday. The total deaths are 
36,009. There were 41 new deaths and 
there were two from non-residents.

The state processed 51,344 tests with 
48,189 negative results. The positivity rate 
was 6.14%.

The standard weekend lag was evident 
in numbers reported across the country 
on Sunday, as states reported just 26,945 
cases. That is 2,727 fewer cases than 
were reported last Sunday, although it’s 
important to remember not every state 
reports numbers over the weekend. Still, 
it is a bit of good news that it’s the lowest 
non-holiday number since June.

The seven-day average dropped to 
48,750, which is a 12% decrease from a 
week ago.

There were 368 deaths reported, which 
is 19 more than last Sunday. California is 
the main culprit there, as the state had 70 
more deaths than the previous Sunday, 
while the rest of the county had 51 fewer. 
The seven-day average for deaths is now 
695, which is a 2% increase from a week 
ago.

The seven-day average for the country’s 
positivity rate is 3.4%, an 8% decrease 
from last week and a 23% decrease of the 
4.43% seen two weeks ago.

According to the Johns Hopkins 
University Center for Systems Science 
and Engineering, the U.S. has seen a total 
of 32.45 million cases and had 577,384 
deaths.

Globally, there have been 153.1 million 
cases and 3.20 million deaths.

Cinco de Mayo, not what you think

Mexico defeated the French in 1861
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — To some, Cinco de 
Mayo may be another day to party, like 
St. Patrick’s Day or Labor Day.

While it is a celebration of Mexican 
culture and heritage in the United 
States each May 5, particularly in areas 
with substantial Mexican-American 
populations, it has a basis in history.

It is not Mexico’s “Independence 
Day,” although a lot of people have 
gotten that confused. It’s actually a 
celebration of when the Mexicans de-
feated the French, who, in 1861, tried 
to use the fact that Mexico couldn’t 
pay its debts to European powers as 
an opportunity to grab an American 
colony.

Mexico’s “Independence Day” is cel-
ebrated Sept. 16, the day priest Miguel 
Hidalgo y Costilla gave his famous 
“Grito de Dolores” (“Cry of Dolores”) 
speech in 1810, a call to arms and a 
declaration of war against the Spanish 
colonial government.

Naturally, 50 years later, Mexicans 
would not want to capitulate to anoth-
er European power. On May 5, 1862, 
the Mexican army defeated the French 
at the Battle of Puebla. Also known as 
“Battle of Puebla Day,” History.com 
notes it as a “relatively minor” holiday 
in Mexico. Cinco de Mayo is primar-
ily observed in the state of Puebla, 
although other parts of the country 
also take part in the celebration.

Events include military parades, 
recreations of the Battle of Puebla and 
other festivities, but for many, it is a 
day like any other. As it is not a federal 
holiday, banks and stores remain 
open.

North of the border, it also is not 
a day off for anyone. However, it 
has evolved into a commemoration 
of Mexican culture and heritage, 
especially for cities and communities 
with large Mexican-American popu-
lations, like Los Angeles, Chicago and 
Houston.

Awareness of the holiday began in 
the 1960s, and today will also include 
parades and parties, to include 

regional music (mariachi, ranchera, 
grupero, and Tejano), folk dancing 
and, since no good festival happens 
without food, traditional Mexican reci-
pes, such as tacos and mole poblano.

¡Celebrar!
¿Quieres venir a la fiesta?, or to say 

it in English: “Do you want to come to 
the party?” There are a few to choose 
from, most of which are hosted by 
local restaurants that specialize in 
Mexican, Mexican-American or “Tex-
Mex” cuisine. Some have advertised 
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Mexican-style hot chocolate, also known as chocolate para mesa, is usually prepared from a 
paste of cacao nibs, sugar and cinnamon, with a high sugar content. Often other flavors are 
mixed in to create an even more complex flavor. Locally, people can make it by chopping up a 
disk of store-bought Mexican chocolate and melting it into milk on the stove.
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Women perform traditional dances during a Cinco de Mayo celebration in 2002. While you might not find this level of celebration locally, 
restaurants specializing in Mexican cuisine will gladly serve you up a taste of the holiday.

Sebring City Council seeks to gauge interest in City Hall
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As the 
City of Sebring explores 
relocating City Hall, city 
staff and the City Council 
want to determine the 
level of interest in the 
current City Hall property 
from potential buyers and 
those who would want to 
sell it for the city.

At its March 16 
meeting, council was 

considering Phase 1 of 
the proposal submitted 
by Marmer Construction, 
Inc. in the amount of 
$68,562 to develop a 
detailed scope of work 
required to renovate 
the former Wachovia 
Bank building on North 
Ridgewood Drive into a 
city hall.

Since the Highlands 
County Board of County 
Commission decided not 
to purchase the current 

City Hall property at the 
price the city was asking, 
after discussion, the 
consensus of the council 
was to issue a solicitation 
to market the property.

No action was taken on 
the construction manager 
at risk project/Marmer 
Construction proposal.

City staff drafted a 
Request for Letters of 
Interest to gauge the mar-
ket interest in purchasing 
or selling the property on 

behalf of the city.
At its meeting at 

5:30 p.m. today, council 
will vote on approval of 
the notice seeking letters 
of interest in the City Hall 
property.

The proposed an-
nouncement states the 
city-owned property lo-
cated at 368 S. Commerce 
Ave. contains two struc-
tures, a tennis court and 
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The City of Sebring hopes to determine the level of interest 
from potential buyers of the City Hall property on South 
Commerce Avenue.
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