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Sebring Council continues treatment center permit hearing to Jan. 7
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — About a dozen residents 
in the neighborhood of a proposed 
group home substance abuse treat-
ment center at 1621 Lakeview Drive 
attended Tuesday’s meeting of the 
Sebring City Council.

At the Dec. 10 Planing & Zoning 
Board meeting they spoke in opposi-
tion of the treatment center proposal 
citing it is inappropriate for the neigh-
borhood that has a nearby school, 
businesses and many senior residents.

Late Monday afternoon, City 

Manager Scott Noethlich 
attempted to contact the 
area residents who spoke 
at the Dec. 10 meeting 
to inform them the issue 
would likely be tabled by 
the City Council so staff 
would have more time to 
research it.

At Tuesday’s council 
meeting, at the start of 
the public hearing on the issue, City 
Attorney Bob Swaine asked the council 
to consider continuing the public 
hearing that was advertised for Dec. 17 
to the next meeting of the council, at 

6 p.m. Tuesay, Jan. 7.
“The reason is this conditional use 

application has raised a number of 
issues under both federal and Florida 
law and over and above the condi-
tional use permit requests, the appli-
cant made an ADA [Americans with 
Disabilities Act] request for reasonable 
accommodations,” he said.

“The applicant is not entirely clear 
on what reasonable accommodations 
they are asking for and so to take 
action on that tonight without trying 
to fi gure out what reasonable accom-
modation may need be to provided, 
could have adverse consequences to 

the city,” Swaine said.
Anyone present at Tuesday’s meeting 

but cannot make the Jan. 7 meeting 
can provide Council President Tom 
Dettman with written information 
expressing their views and the things 
the council should know about this 
proposed conditional use permit. They 
can either email it or drop it off in per-
son, between now and then, he said.

Dettman said it would not be 
appropriate, proper or legal to accept 
input from the audience because the 
applicant is not present.

Sebring 
Council tables 

purchase of 
bank property

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The City of Sebring is 
taking another step before purchasing 
the old Bank of America parking lot and 
drive-through teller parcel to provide 
parking for nearby city-owned prop-
erties and for overfl ow parking for the 
downtown.

At its meeting on Tuesday, the Sebring 
City Council considered the purchase 
of the property at 1960 Lakeview Drive, 
Lot 5, which is also bordered by Franklin 
Street.

The property is owned by Sebring Flea 
Market, LLC and has an assessed and 
taxable value of $179,598, according to 
the Highlands County Property Appraiser 
website.

Councilman Charles Lowrance, who is 
an owner of the property, did not partici-
pate in the discussion of the property due 
to the confl ict of interest.

The city continues to wait for an 
opinion from the offi ce of the Florida 
Commission on Ethics that the sale 
would be in compliance with the applica-
ble ethics laws.

City Attorney Bob Swaine said there 
is a proposed contract for the city to 
purchase the property for $200,000. The 
council has the results of the appraisal at 
$202,000.

The contract has a contingency that 
it would be subject to approval by the 
Florida Commission on Ethics that it 
would be a permissible sale and that 
Lowrance would not be in violation of 
any ethics laws to close on that sale, he 
said.

The property is for necessary parking 
for the library, civic center and Art League 
properties, Swaine said. Long term there 
is a thought to revitalize and perhaps 
add to the facilities that are down there 
so that it would, in all estimation, drive 
additional traffi c to that.

Councilman Mark Stewart said these 
are expensive parking lots and he hopes 
the Community Redevelopment Agency 
kicks in and does the renovation of this 
property.

Mayor John Shoop said he spoke with 
the CRA chairman who said they want to 
be part of this. They believe any devel-
opment on the waterfront encourages 
further development.

So if the city doesn’t buy this piece and 
the city continues to grow, the parking lot 
will be much more expensive, Shoop said.

Attorney Ross MacBeth suggested the 
city get an environment study of the 
property to determine if the property has 
any hazardous materials.

Council voted 4-0, with Lowrance 
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The Sebring City Council tabled the purchase of 
a downtown property for parking until its Jan. 7 
meeting.

Browning to 
cheer in London’s 

New Year’s 
parade

By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Bailey Browning 
will be going on a trip of a lifetime 

(at least in the life of an 18-year-
old). The day after Christmas, 
Browning will be boarding a 
plane and hopping across the 
pond to London where she will 
cheer in the London New Year’s 
parade.

Browning is one of three 
Lake Placid High School 

students who competed 
in the All American 
Competition in July. 
Five of the seniors on 
the LPHS varsity team 
tried out. The com-
petition is put on by 
Universal Cheerleader 
Association. The other 
two students who 
won invitations are 
Kasi Lorenzo and 
Kaitlyn Varady.

An invitation has 
to be earned through 

the All American 
Competition, but those 

who win an invitation still 
have to pay their own way. 

Browning’s aunt, Susan Dillow, has 
agreed to send Browning as her gradua-
tion gift and will even travel with her and 
Bailey’s mom, Jill Shields.

Bailey said the judges looked for “spir-
iting,” how the cheers are preformed and 
the execution of the cheer routine.

“It was so exciting,” Browning said. “I 
was so happy. It’s such a long time antic-

ipating because we wait four years. Our 
coach (Nicole Hanson) only allows us to try 
out if we are a senior. So we get so excited to 
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Bailey Browning will travel to London to cheer in the New Year’s 
Day parade.
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These three talented Lake Placid High School cheerleaders were invited to 
cheer in the New Year’s Eve parade in London. From left: Kaitlyn Varady, 
Bailey Browning and Kasi Lorenzo.
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