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By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

FROSTPROOF — A night 
of “catfishing” ended in the 
tragic murders of three “best 
buddies” at Lake Streety on 
Friday night, said Polk County 
Sheriff Grady Judd during a 
press conference Saturday 
morning. The men, who were 
identified as Keven Springfield 
(30), Damion Tillman (23) and 
Brandon Rollins (27), were all 
from Frostproof. The families 

waived Marsy’s 
Law and allowed 
the identities of 
the victims to 
be released in 
order to aid the 
investigation.

Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office is 

seeking the public’s help with 
identifying the murderer(s) 
and is offering a $5,000 cash 
reward for credible infor-
mation leading to an arrest. 
Judd said informants would 

not have to testify in court. 
Anonymous tips can be 
called into Heartland Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-226-8477.

“We are keeping most of the 
information close to the chest 
but it’s important for you to 
know and for the community 
to be as outraged as we are. 
These folks appear to be 
beaten and shot,” Judd said. 
“Did you hear me? Beaten and 
shot.”

3 men ‘massacred’ during  
fishing trip in Frostproof
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A Polk County Sheriff’s Office Crime Scene Unit van was on the scene Saturday 
morning of a triple homicide of three friends from Frostproof. The men were 
supposed to meet to fish on Lake Streety on Friday evening when they were 
murdered.

JUDD

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County added 
21 positive cases of COVID-19 as of 
Saturday’s update from the Florida 
Department of Health. Saturday’s 
positivity rate was 11.5% of the 183 tests 
given. That’s slightly better than the 
32 cases of infection on Friday with a 
positivity rate of 14.5%. For perspective, 
a week ago, 16 cases were added and the 
positivity rate was 4.4% on July 11.

The total cases for the county has 
reached 708 people, including three 
non-residents, with an overall positivity 
rate of 5.9%. The death rate held at 15.

The overall age ranges are from 0-95 
with a median age of 47. Females are 
the most infected with 51%, or 363 in-
fections and males make up 341 cases, 
or 48% and one unknown.

There are currently 63 hospi-
talizations, according to hospital 
officials, which is two less than Friday. 
According to the Agency for Health Care 
Administration, there are 198 hospital 
beds in the county. AHCA’s Saturday up-
date shows 53 of those beds, or 21.12% 
are available. AHCA reported an adult 
ICU bed census of 25 with three beds, or 
10.71% available. There are no pediatric 
ICU beds in use shown on the report.

It was a much better day for nearby 
residents in DeSoto County. Just a day 
after seeing 28 new cases on just 107 
tests, the county reported 10 new cases 
out of 205 tests, a positivity rate of 
4.9%, the lowest in DeSoto since July 11. 
DeSoto has now seen 1,065 cases.

But it was bad news for our neighbors 
to the south in Glades County, which 
saw an increase of 40 cases on just 
59 tests. Glades County has had 264 
positive tests.

Hardee County had its second straight 
day with a positivity rate above 20%, as 
the county had an increase of 17 cases 
out of 65 tests. Hardee’s overall number 
climbed to 694 cases.

Okeechobee County added 25 new 
cases, but did so with 286 tests given, 
for a positivity rate of 8.7%, which is the 
second-lowest percentage in the past 10 
days.

Statewide, the number of positive 
coronavirus has risen by 10,328 for a 
cumulative total of 337,569 including 
the more than 4,000 non-residents. An 
additional 90 deaths were added as of 
Saturday’s report for a total of 4,895 res-
idents and an additional 107 deaths for 
non-Florida residents, pushing Florida 
past the 5,000-death marker. Seven 
states have seen more deaths than 
Florida, which has seen the third-high-
est amount of cases in the country.

According to the FDOH dashboard, 
2,935,521 people have been tested 

County sees 
smaller rise in 

COVID-19 cases

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — It will be 
bigger and better for boaters 
on Lake Jackson soon at 
Veterans Beach with a 
half-million dollar project 
getting underway on the 
parking lot, seawall and 
dock between the two boat 
ramps.

The City of Sebring was 
planning improvements 
already for the only public 
boat ramp on Lake Jackson 
when in September 2017 
Hurricane Irma caused 
more damage to the seawall 
and parking lot.

As workers prepped a 
large excavator for the sea-
wall repair on Friday, City 
Manager Scott Noethlich 
explained some of the 
timeline and closures for the 
project that is scheduled to 

be completed by the end of 
October.

The boat ramp on the left 
(northern) will remain open 
for about six to seven weeks 
during the first phase of the 

project for the construction 
of the seawall.

The right (southern) 
boat launching ramp will 
remain open for most of 
that time, but in or around 

the fourth-week of project it 
will be closed for three days 
for the work with the sheet 
piling for the extension of 
the seawall, Noethlich said.

In the the sixth or seventh 
week the concrete cap will 
be installed on top of the 
piling structure, which will 
necessitate a two or three-
day closure of the southern 
boat ramp.

When the seawall work 
has been completed the 
boat ramps will be closed 
and the entire parking lot in 
front of the boat ramps will 
be closed, he said, during 
the work to replace the con-
crete pier between the boat 
ramps with an aluminum 
fixed pier.

Sebring Public Works 
Director Ken Fields said 
the pier will have a 40-foot 
gangway that goes to a 

Veterans Beach rehabilitation project underway
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Work began Monday on the rebuilding of the seawall at Veterans Beach on Lake Jackson.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The seawall and a portion of the parking lot at Veterans Beach were damaged by Hurricane Irma.
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An advisory notice near the Veterans Beach boat ramps provides information on the rehabilitation 
project that started Monday to repair the seawall and replace the concrete pier between the ramps.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Get your business financing advice and money 

management tools from your local community bank!  We take 

pride in fast, personal service, without all the banking fees.

TOTALLY FREE 

BUSINESS CHECKING!
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