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Wildwood crowned their Homecoming Queen and King 
on Friday, Sept. 22. This year’s queen is Caitlynne Clemons 
and this year’s king is Corey Pinkard. They are shown here, at 
halftime, during the Cats’ 78-0 shutout of the Angels. 

Other members of the royal court included: Prince Markel 
Gordon, Princess Amber Law for grade 10; Prince Harold 
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The Wildwood Wildcats crowned their homecoming queen and king on Friday, Sept. 22. This year’s queen is Caitlynne 
Clemons and this year’s king is Corey Pinkard.

Dalton and Princess Zaria Weaver for grade nine.
 The queen’s court members, vying for this year’s title were: 

Caitlynne Clemons, Jacarriel Gross and Rikaya Jackson. 
The king’s court members, vying for the title were: Simeon 

Bennett, Tarees Harris and Corey Pinkard.
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The Food Pantry is open to
local residents on the 3rd Saturday  of 

every month from 8am - 11am
Valid picture ID required and appointments                      

are not required but recommended

To make an appointment call 352-748-2392 

First Baptist Church of Oxford •  4060 County Rd 108

Sunday Services: 1st Service - 8:30am • 2nd Service - 10:30am
Sunday School - 9:30am

Casto said they’ve had reports of about 20 homes with damage, noting that most were tree 
branches on homes and most of the homes damaged were mobile homes. Four of the homes 
were heavily damaged and uninhabitable.

After days of watching and 
waiting for Hurricane Ian 
to slam across Florida, with 
the threat of catastrophic 
impacts, the storm skirted 
Sumter to the east.

For emergency manage-
ment officials in Sumter, 
they were able to breathe a 
sigh of relief when the storm 
finally made its way north, 
according to County Emer-
gency Management Director 
David Casto.

Casto said Sumter had sus-
tained winds of 25-35 miles 
per hour, with gusts up to 50 
miles per hour.

The last of the tropical 
storm force winds were ex-
pected to end by 3 p.m. on 
Thursday, although it was 
blustery throughout the day.

“It was not as bad as we 
anticipated, based on the 
initial forecast that we were 
getting,” Casto said, noting 
that according to those early 
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By SHARON KEEBLE
Correspondent
 Editor’s note: This is the 

third and final installment 
about what it is like having a 
loved one with  ALS.)

I always had the mistaken 
impression that when a per-
son is put into hospice care, 
that was it, that death was 
probably imminent. A friend 
I knew had been placed on 
hospice care when he grew 
weak from cancer and within 
a few weeks was gone.

 So when Dave’s social 
worker at the University of 
Florida hospital in Jackson-
ville, where he attended his 
ALS Clinics, suggested that 
we look into hospice care, I 
didn’t know what to say.

  “Is he that sick that 
he’s nearing the end of his 
life?” I asked his neurologist, 
Dr.Michael Pulley, that same 
day. “Because I don’t think 
that he is.”

Dr Pulley looked at us and 
smiled.

 “Hospice isn’t just for the 
last few weeks of a person’s 
life,” he said. “They are there 
for anybody with a terminal 
disease, regardless of the 
stage of their illness. They 
can help you enormously in 
the day-to-day things that 
you might be struggling 
with.”

 It was true. I was strug-
gling but trying to carry on 
as normal, as I tend to do. At 
that point in time, Dave was 
in a wheelchair full-time. He 

Dave Keeble with his favorite 
Hospice aide, Samantha 
Payne.
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Fire 
destroys 
home

A home fire in Lake Pana-
soffkee burned hot enough 
to draw 17 firefighters and 10 
emergency units on Sunday 
afternoon. The blaze resulted 
in the loss of three family pets 
and a minor injury to one of 
the firefighters, according to 
Sumter Fire Chief Rob Hanson.

“The fire started outside and 
progressed into the house,” 
Hanson said. The structure was 
a doublewide mobile home on 
C.R. 426 C and was 90-percnt 
involved by the time they ar-
rived.

Hanson said the call came in 
to them at 3:06 p.m. and they 
were on site by 3:13 p.m. They 
were able to clear the scene at 
7 p.m. that night.

Firefighters entered the 
structure to try to rescue two 
dogs and a cat that were re-
portedly inside, but  because 
of a roof collapse, it was too 
dangerous for them to continue 
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 A 38-year-old Bushnell 
woman was killed on Tues-
day, Sept. 27 as the result 
of a vehicle crash on C.R. 
476, according to the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP).

 The woman was driving a 
sedan and exiting the Circle 
K/Shell gas station on the 
northeast corner of the inter-
section of C.R. 76 and C.R. 
647, for eastbound travel on 
C.R. 476. 

 The pickup truck, driven 
by a 61-year-old St. Peters-
burg man, with a 21-year-old 
passenger was approaching 
westbound on C.R. 476.

 According to FHP, the 
sedan turned into the path of 
pickup, resulting in the front 
of the truck colliding with the 
left side of the sedan. After the 
collision, the sedan came to 
final rest along the eastbound 
shoulder of C.R. 476, while 
the pickup truck overturned 
and came to rest on C.R. 647, 
south of the intersection. The 
Bushnell resident died from 
injuries suffered during the 
collision, while being trans-
ported to the hospital.

 The Florida Highway Pa-
trol does not release the name 
of car crash victims.
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