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Ukrainian State Emergency Service fi refi ghters inspect a 
damaged house after Russian shelling hit in Zaporizhzhia, 
Ukraine, Thursday, March 2, 2023.

Heating up in an arid Highlands County
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — For the second 
time in as many days, a shed in 
Highlands County went up in 
smoke. The fi res were started in the 
same manner. Highlands County 
Fire Rescue units have been busy 
running calls in the arid county. No 
injuries were reported.

Thursday afternoon, fi rst re-
sponders were called to a reporta 

of a fi re near 11234 Bryant Street 
in Highway Park, a subdivision of 
Lake Placid. Upon arrival, fi refi ght-
ers were able to put out the fl ames 
of the shed that was close to a 
residence.

Newly promoted HCFR Battalion 
Chief Todd Barton said the fi re was 
started from someone burning 
rubbish. The fi re was left unattend-
ed and the fi re spread to the shed. 
The fi re will be ruled accidental.

According to Barton, anyone 

wanting to burn items needs to en-
sure the burn area is 25 feet away 
from their own structure and 150 
feet away from any neighboring 
properties. In addition, the Florida 
Forest Service website shows a set-
back of 50 feet from paved public 
roads. Anyone wanting to burn 
might want to consider a permit 
from the Florida Forest Service. 
Burn information can be found on 
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Firefi ghters move sheets of a shed that burned down Thursday 
afternoon on Bryant Street.

Russia claims Ukraine crossborder 
sabotage raid; Kyiv denies

By SUSIE BLANN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — 
Russian offi cials accused 
Ukrainian saboteurs of 
crossing into western 
Russia and attacking local 
villages Thursday, an 
accusation that Ukraine 
denied, warning that 
Moscow could use the 
claims to justify stepping 

up its own assaults in the 
ongoing war.

The exact circumstanc-
es of the incident report-
ed in the Bryansk region 
were unclear, including 
what the strategic pur-
pose of such an attack 
would be.

If confi rmed, it would 
be another indication 
following drone attacks 
earlier this week that Kyiv 

could be stepping up 
pressure against Moscow 
by exposing Russian 
defensive weaknesses, 
embarrassing the Kremlin 
and sowing unease 
among Russian civilians.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin blamed 
Ukrainian “terrorists” for 
an incursion, claiming 
that they deliberately 
targeted civilians.

“It was yet another 
terror attack, another 
crime,” Putin said during 
a video call. “They 
infi ltrated the area near 
the border and opened 
fi re on civilians.”

Asked by reporters 
whether it could warrant 
a change in the status of 
what Russia still calls “the 

Second person 
charged in 

BP shooting
By JOHN GUERRA

STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Highlands County 
deputies have arrested a second suspect 
in the Feb. 5 shooting of a carload of 
passengers in Lake Placid.

One man inside the Orange Dodge 
Challenger was shot in the head several 
times, but the shooters are also charged 
in the attempted murder of four other 
passengers at the BP Gas Station on U.S. 
27.

Police arrested the fi rst suspect, Joel 
Marriquin, 21, the day after the shooting 
and charged him with four counts of 
attempted second-degree murder and 
one count of attempted second-degree 
murder with great bodily harm.

Three weeks later, on Tuesday, Feb. 
28, deputies arrested a 17-year-old and 
charged him with the same crimes. The 
teen’s arrest came after someone inside 
described him as the chief attacker.

“The victims were coming forward and 
identifying (the teen) as the shooter,” 
a prosecutor told County Court Judge 
Anthony Ritenour at (the teen’s) fi rst 
appearance Wednesday morning. As with 
other suspects at fi rst appearance, (the 
teen) appeared from the county jail on a 
courtroom SmartScreen.

He wore a black-and-white striped jail 
uniform and shook his head from side to 
side as he heard the prosecutor speak.

Jennifer Powell, who is defending the 
younger of the two defendants, told 
Ritenour that the wounded passenger 
had been in a relationship with a relative.

Prosecutors asked for a high bond for 
(the teen).

“This was a very serious incident, some 
of the victims didn’t come forward for 
fear of retribution,” the prosecutor said. 
“And this is not (the teen’s) fi rst time in 
possession of a gun.”

Powell urged Ritenour to release the 

Spring Lakes serves up 
recreation fun

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Pickleball is a serious 
sport with a funny name. Its players 
have embraced the odd name and 
the competition since its invention in 
1965. Pickleball’s popularity continues 
to soar and Spring Lake Improvement 
District is keeping up with the trends 
by building a six-court pickleplex, if 
you will.

The courts will cover the footprint 
left by the old tennis courts since they 
have been razed at Pine Breeze Park. 
Ground was broken the week of Feb. 
20 and construction is now underway. 
Construction is expected to last about 
75 days. Spring Lake District Manager 
Joe DeCerbo said the target for the 
fi rst serve is in mid May.

The NIDY Corporation will be doing 
the construction. NIDY is the same 
company that did the courts at Sun 
‘N Lake and will be doing the City of 
Sebring’s courts as well.

Pickleball courts don’t come cheap. 
The county’s Recreation and Parks 
Advisory Committee (RPAC) will be 
putting in $90,000 with the District 
allocating up to $110,000, DeCerbo 
said. Spring Lake will own the courts 
and maintain them.

Players will be in perpetual pick-
leball heaven with six courts and a 
sheltered area. The courts will be open 
from dawn to dusk daily. There will be 
no lights. The courts will be open to 
the public during certain times as the 
Spring Lake Pickleball Club “will have 
designated times for their use only,” 
DeCerbo explained.

Pickleball was fi rst invented by 
Congressman Joel Pritchard, from 
Washington State, and friends Barney 
McCallum and Bill Bell. The game was 
created to give their families some-
thing to do together while on a trip, 
according to USApickleball.org. The 
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The Costello Brothers Marine Construction completing an ADA-compliant dock at the William 
H. Gentry Jr. Memorial ECO Park at Spring Lake. Two new docks are ready for fi shermen and 
nature watchers.
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The tennis courts at Spring Lake before they were razed. The area is now leveled and will be 
the site of six new pickleball courts and a sheltered area.
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Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be 18 years old to play Bingo. Must be a Unity Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.  
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SLOT ACTION | LIVE TABLE GAMES

HIGH STAKES BINGO | GREAT DINING SEMINOLE CASINO HOTEL BRIGHTON


