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RV catches fire in Avon Park Lakes
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — 
Highlands County Fire 
Rescue put out a recre-
ational vehicle fire Friday 
afternoon at a home on 
Taunton Road in Avon 
Park Lakes.

It was the second time 
in less than a week that 
a resident at a Highlands 
County rural address had 
an RV catch fire.

The previous incident 

was Monday, on Holiday 
Beach Drive in Little Lake 
Red Water Estates. That 
fire took two engines and 
two tankers to control.

Fortunately, neither 
incident had injuries, and 
Friday’s incident only 
took two engines and 
one tanker. Rescue units 
and command staff also 
responded.

The fire started at or 
shortly after 1 p.m., with 
reports that a 24-foot 
recreational vehicle had 

caught fire at the corner 
of Taunton and Corvallis 
Roads.

Before fire crews could 
get it under control, the 
fire destroyed the RV, 
burning it down to its 
chassis, and scorched a 
100-foot-radius patch, 
which reached and 
damaged another vehicle, 
a red Mazda.

Highlands County’s 
Public Information Office 

Florida Talks 
speaker series 
starts Sunday

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The Historical Society 
of Avon Park is partnering with the 
Heartland Cultural Alliance and Florida 
Humanities to present a series of 
entertaining history-based talks.

The speakers have been chosen 
from the Speakers Bureau of Florida 
Talks, one of Florida Humanities’ 
longest-running programs.

The talks will be held in the Avon 
Park Community Center at 3 p.m. and 
are being offered to the community at 
no charge.

“The Fighting Baileys” is the first 
topic to be presented by speaker James 
Abraham on Sunday, Feb. 26.

During World War II and the Korean 
War, seven brothers from a black Punta 
Gorda family served overseas. Yet, the 
family received no acclaim for over 50 
years for their exploits.

From a high-flying Tuskegee airman 
to a grunt in the Red Ball Express, the 
Bailey brothers’ struggles in a Jim Crow 
south speak to the hidden and ongoing 
struggle to accord Black Americans 
their place in the military.

On March 26, “Fabulous, Feisty 
Florida Females: More Than Orange 
Blossoms” will be presented by Carrie 
Sue Ayvar.

Though not always in the history 
books, women have helped build, 
form, shape, and develop Florida. 
Stories of strong, courageous women 
like Julia Tuttle, known as the Mother 
of Miami, or Mary McCleod Bethune, 
daughter of enslaved parents who went 
on to become an advisor to several U.S. 
presidents, and other brave women 
have influenced and impacted their 
communities, Florida, and the nation.

On April 23, Craig Pittman presents 
“The State You’re In: Florida Men, 
Florida Women, and Other Wildlife.”

Over the past 30 years, Pittman 
has written thousands of stories and 
columns about “The Most Interesting 
State.”

Based on 51 of these stories, he 
shows off the glorious weirdness of his 
native state. Stories of mermaids, con 
men, fugitives, gator “wrasslers,” death 
row inmates, iguanas, tattooed ladies, 
python hunters, and more are covered 
in this illustrated and lively presenta-
tion about Florida men, Florida women 
and more.

Historical Society President Nancy 
Fisk said this is the second year of get-
ting a grant from Florida Humanities 
for the Florida Talks program.

After last year’s talks, those who 
attended were sent a survey so they 
could suggest topics for this year, she 
said.

“The topics I chose this year are 
things that were chosen by those folks 
who attended the lectures,” Fisk said.
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A Florida Talks speaker will present the story of 
“The Fighting Baileys” at 3 p.m. Sunday at the 
Avon Park Community Center.

Champion for Children recognizes 
Carlyn Bobo’s passion to serve

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Among the seven 
finalists, Lake Placid High School 
senior Carlyn Bobo was the honored 
recipient of the 2023 Champion for 
Children Youth Award at the awards 
banquet held Thursday at First 
Sebring Church.

“It’s very honoring. I appreciate it a 
lot,” she said. “I am really glad to be 
serving the community and inspiring 
other people.”

Carissa Marine, CEO of the 
Champion for Children Foundation, 
said, “We have seven incredible ser-
vant-hearted students here tonight 
and to our students and finalists, we 
just want to say, thank you for serv-
ing others around you and thank you 
for coming here tonight and allowing 
us to celebrate you, encourage you 
and just honor you tonight.”

John Varady, with The School 
Board of Highlands County, said, 
“What you see tonight is just a small 
example of the good and these are 
just the brightest of those who are 
shining at this age. There are others 
like them around them and there are 
others younger than them who look 

up to them and that is amazingly 
special because that is amazingly 
powerful.”

Varady and Marine collaborated to 
establish the Champion for Children 
Youth Awards, which is modeled 
after the Champion for Children 
Judge Clifton M. Kelly Gala.

The other finalists were: Lake 
Country Elementary fourth-grader 
Preslee Greene, Sebring High soph-
omore Baxley Hines, Sebring High 
junior Paisley Karlson, Lake Placid 
High junior Iris Munoz, Lake Placid 
High senior Isabela Potter and Avon 
Park High senior Britney Sosa.

At the end of the program, 
Highlands Superintendent of Schools 
Brenda Longshore said, “My heart is 
full and overflowing. I have been so 
excited to get here today to celebrate 
our young people. You inspire us. You 
give us hope and such joy.”

Longshore added, “Those of us 
fortunate enough to spend time in 
our schools see examples of our 
county’s amazing youth every day 
and tonight was a wonderful op-
portunity to spotlight seven young 
people who have shown exceptional 
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The Champion for Children Youth Awards finalists, from left: Lake Placid High senior Carlyn Bobo, Lake Country Elementary fourth-grader 
Preslee Greene, Sebring High sophomore Baxley Hines, Sebring High junior Paisley Karlson, Lake Placid High junior Iris Munoz, Lake Placid High 
senior Isabela Potter and Avon Park High senior Britney Sosa. Carlyn Bobo was named the 2023 recipient of the Youth Award.
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The 2023 Champion for Children Youth Award 
recipient Carlyn Bobo and her parents, Todd 
and Christi Bobo.

Wrecked Russian tank, skull and silence 
mark war anniversary

By BARRY HATTON 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LISBON, Portugal (AP) — A wrecked 
Russian tank put on display in Berlin, 
a bloody cake with a skull on top of it 
left in a Belgrade street and Ukraine’s 
yellow-and-blue flag held aloft in the 
sizzling Bangkok sun were among the 
memorials, stunts and ceremonies 
held across the world Friday to mark 
the anniversary of Moscow’s full-scale 

invasion of its neighbor.
The rusting T-72 tank was placed 

outside the prominent Russian 
Embassy building on the German 
capital’s Unter den Linden boulevard.

The tank was struck in the Kyiv 
region in the early stages of the war, 
which began on Feb. 24, 2022. It was 
taken to Berlin by a private group, 
which said that the Ukrainian defense 
ministry’s Military History Museum 
loaned it. Destroyed Russian armor 

litters parts of Ukraine after months of 
battlefield setbacks for the Kremlin’s 
forces.

“The whole world should see that 
there are many people in Germany 
who stand behind Ukraine, so that’s 
why we’re putting the Russians’ scrap 
tank in front of their door,” said 
Wieland Giebel of the Berlin Story 
group, who was one of the exhibit’s 

The Highlands News-Sun has a number of special publications in today’s edition for you to enjoy. 
Inside today’s edition is Well Being in the Heartland featuring people with disabilities.
You will also want to find out what sports are being played this spring in the high schools and meet 
some of the coaches and players in The Highlands County High School Sports Spring Preview section.
Love Your Locals and Hiring Locals section is another special product in today’s newspaper. Please be 
sure to check it out.
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