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By SHARON WEATHERHEAD
CORRESPONDENT

SEBRING —Adults and 
children gathered in Circle Park 
in Downtown Sebring patiently 
awaiting for the start of the 
Christmas holiday season. 
At 6 p.m. the countdown 
started: “5, 4, 3, 2, 1 – Merry 
Christmas!”

The Carousel of Lights lit up 
the park as “snow” (courtesy of 
snow machines) fell in Sebring. 
Snow machines created the 
effect of snow on East Center 
Avenue. For some kids, it was 
the fi rst time they saw any type 
of snow. Some squealed with 

delight and tried to catch the 
“snowfl akes.”

Kim, Bridget and Maddie 
Stuber were enjoying the snow. 
“This is really fun! It’s snowing 
in Florida.”

“We’re so excited to be 
adding the lighting ceremony 
to end the evening of Small 
Business Saturday,” said 
Hannah Tucker, Coordinator 
of the Downtown Sebring 
Redevelopment Agency. “This 
will help bring the community 
together as we celebrate the 
start of the Christmas season!”

The Park started lighting 
up around 5:45 p.m. Since 
there were so many lights on 

various circuit lines, along with 
more lights at Frosty’s Winter 
Wonderland, they were turned 
on in sections. It was actually 
really nice to see each section 
come alive one at a time.

At exactly 6 p.m., Mayor John 
Shoop welcomed all the people 
in Circle Park. He started the 
count down to the tree lighting. 
Cheers and applause welcomed 
the start of the Christmas 
holiday season.

Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived 
shortly after the tree lighting in 
their golf cart, complete with a 
police escort, right up to their 
home in Circle Park.

“Look at all the people,” said 

Santa. “It’s all about the kids, 
you know; kids of all ages.”

Some of the activities 
available (for a nominal fee) 
include mini-golf, photos with 
Santa, the fi shing game and 
Frosty’s Winter Wonderland. A 
ticket to Frosty’s included the 
Elf’s Workshop, Princess Castle 
and Wagon Ride. Fun foods 
were available and included 
popcorn, cotton corn, candy, 
drinks.

Students from Kaerdi 
McGovern’s Wash Pin Players 
(Drama students at Sebring 
High School) dressed up as 

Sebring Circle lights up for the holidays
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Hunter Ritenour, left, and Anna 
Somers, who are Sebring High School 
drama students acting as characters 
in Frosty’s Winter Wonderland.
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SAN FRANCISCO — Shoppers, many 
of them using smartphones, spent 
$3.6 billion buying online from small 
businesses on Saturday.

Adobe Analytics, which tracks online 
sales, says that’s up 18% from a year 
earlier. Adobe reports that holiday 
season sales are on track to grow 14.9% 
from 2018. Small businesses garnered 
$68.2 billion in online sales from Nov. 1 
to Nov. 30.

More people are shopping on their 
phones. Adobe said Sunday that smart-
phone revenue made up 41.2% of all 
e-commerce revenue on Saturday. That 
is up 22% from a year ago.

Saturday’s top-selling products 
included toys from Disney’s “Frozen 2,” 
“Madden 20” and “FIFA 20” video games, 
Amazon’s Fire TV and Apple AirPods.

Looking ahead to Cyber Monday, 
Adobe expects a record $9.4 billion in 
online retail sales, up 19% from last year.

“The tradition of Thanksgiving week-
end holiday shopping has become a 
fi ve-day event with consumers spending 
money in stores, supporting local small 
businesses, and online with their mobile 
devices and computers,” National Retail 
Federation President and CEO Matthew 
Shay said. “Even as people are starting 
to purchase gifts earlier in the season, 
consumers still enjoy fi nding good 
Thanksgiving deals and passing time 
shopping with family and friends over 
the long holiday weekend.”

While Black Friday is always the most 
popular shopping day of the holiday 
season — along with the Saturday before 
Christmas — Small Business Saturday 
and Cyber Monday are pretty popular 
days with shoppers, as well, with the 
National Retail Federation estimating 
66.6 million shoppers on Small Business 
Saturday and 68.7 people taking advan-
tage of Cyber Monday deals today.

While the younger crowd is most often 
thought of being the ones most likely to 
partake in online shopping, they actu-
ally prefer to get out to stores and were 
much more likely to take advantage of 
Thanksgiving weekend sales than their 
older counterparts.

Online shoppers 
boost small 

business sales
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Trish Meckstroth with her purchase from ‘Yard 
Art’ during Small Business Saturday in Sebring.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Pets don’t 
care about the price or 
keeping up with the Jones 
when it comes to gifts, they 
are just happy you care 
about them year round and 
they get a little something 
special at Christmas.

A new collar, feeding bowl 
or bed are useful gift options 
for pets, but what about 
toys? From inexpensive little 
plush/stuffed animals to 
plastic squeaky items there 
are many toy options for 
pets.

For those looking for 

something different or fan-
cier for that special member 
of the family townandcoun-
trymag.com has a listing of 
pet gift ideas.

If you want to go high-
tech and high-dollar for a 
wandering Fido there is the 
Smart Dog Collar for $129 
which has a GPS tracker and 
an activity monitor.

Make your feline purr with 
the Holiday Gingerbread 
House Cat Scratcher $13.99. 
A cozy gingerbread house 
scratcher that doubles as 
holiday decor.

Ambush Interactive Cat 

Picking the perfect gift for your pet

CHEWEY.COM

This gingerbread house serves double duty as a cat scratcher.
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SEBRING — The Brevard and Palm 
Beach County school districts have 
joined other U.S. school districts in 
a national lawsuit against the Juul 
electronic cigarette company.

The suit, fi led in federal court, 
alleges that Juul threatens the health of 
students and that the district’s resourc-
es are being depleted by dealing with 
the resulting health problems and in 
enforcing district rules against its use 
in schools.

School Board of Highlands County 
Attorney John McClure said he and the 
Board are aware of the vaping lawsuits. 
The larger school districts typically 
spearhead these sorts of things.

“To my knowledge the 
district has suffered no 
damages nor had any 
student in the district 
suffered any actual 
damages,” he said.

There could be a po-
tential recovery from the 
lawsuit that the District 
can share in, but typical-
ly the amount Highlands 
receives is very, very 

small because the other districts have 

many more students.
School Board Chair Donna 

Howerton said the School Board of 
Highlands County is not considering 
the matter without more information.

The Highlands School Board 
Members will be attending the state 

conference of the Florida School 
Boards Association in early December 
where more information will be pro-
vided by the director of the association 
to the member districts, she said.

Highlands District not ready 
to join vaping lawsuits

HOWERTON

MICHAEL R. BLOOD/AP PHOTO

This Aug. 28, 2019 fi le photo shows counterfeit packaging for popular vape brands in a 
display case of a store in downtown Los Angeles.

METRO CREATIVE

Thanks to the variety of fl avors and styles of vapor-based nicotine delivery systems, it seems more people are vaping because they believe it 
to be less dangerous than traditional smoking.
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