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By JAKE COYLE 
AP FILM WRITER

In the opening 
moments of the HBO 
documentary “Tina,” 
Tina Turner doesn’t just 
command the stage as 
she’s belting out “Ask Me 
How I Feel” for a giant 
stadium of fans. With 
heels stomping and her 
hair waving, she owns 
the stage to such a degree 
that you half expect bank 
lenders to materialize by 
the footlights to sign over 
the deed.

Few if any could 
ever match Turner as a 
performer. Both regal 

and raw, she was one of 
the supreme vocalists 
of the 20th century — a 
model of inspiration for 
Mick Jagger and countless 
others. And, at least in 
scenes like that 1980s 
concert, her power was a 
testament of reclamation. 
As a newly solo singer 
removed from more than 
a decade of abuse, she 
was taking back her life, 
her story, her voice. Her 
proper debut, she says, 
came not as a teenager 
with Ike Turner, but as 
a 50-year-old woman 
fi nally on her own.

The story has rightly 
taken on the shine of 

legend. The remarkable 
arc of Turner’s life has 
already been the stuff of 
a best-selling autobiog-
raphy (1986’s “I, Tina”), a 
Hollywood biopic (1993’s 
“What’s Love Got to Do 
With It”) and a Broadway 
show (“Tina: The Tina 
Turner Musical”). So 
why more? Well, partly 
because music documen-
taries have proliferated 
during the streaming 
era. Everyone from Billie 
Eilish to Linda Ronstadt 
has recently gotten in on 
the act.

But there’s a better 
reason for “Tina,” Dan 
Lindsay and T. J. Martin’s 

new documentary, 
premiering Saturday 
on HBO and HBO Max. 
The fi lm, as you would 
expect, walks us again 
through the tremendous 
upheavals in Turner’s 
life. But it’s ultimately 
about Turner telling her 
story — why she struggles 
having to tell it; why she 
needs to tell it, anyway; 
and why she wants to be 
done with it. Turner may 
be the protagonist of a 
drama with great swings 
between oppression and 
liberation, but it’s not a 
role she has any natural 
affi nity for.

“I just really don’t want 

to play the part,” she says 
in an earlier interview 
heard in “Tina,” referenc-
ing the 1993 movie. “It 
was just so unlike me, my 
life.”

That gives “Tina” an 
unusual tension. In a way, 
Turner rejects her own 
biography. Not the facts 
of it, but the emphasis 
on certain chapters. The 
81-year-old Turner, who 
gave her support to the 
documentary, appears in 
modern-day interviews 
from Switzerland where 
she seems content to put 
much of it to bed. This, 

In ‘Tina,’ the final word from a legendary survivor
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Singer Tina Turner shown in January 1984 in London.
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Working within the medical community in Sebring, FL, our clinic provides a variety of digital 

and programmable hearing aids, plus healthcare services including hearing assessments and 

rehabilitation, education, and counseling. Our clinic also fits and dispenses sophisticated hearing aids 

and related devices to suite all types of hearing loss and lifestyles. Assessments regarding the level 

of amplification that would be best suited to our patients are generally completed following a 

comprehensive hearing evaluation by a qualified hearing healthcare professional.

Talk to us about your budget, 

your lifestyle and how active you 

are to help find the hearing aid 

that’s right for you. And if you 

have single-sided hearing loss 

we have solutions to help you.

I Can Help You Hear Better!

Monday - Friday 9am-4pm • Wed. 10am-3pm

863-385-3497
lampekieferhearing.com

130 S. Commerce Ave. • Sebring, Florida
Convenient Parking & 3 Entry Doors into our practice, Handicap accessible
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