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Get ready for Parkway Phase 2
Utilities, traffic to be rerouted

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If you didn’t notice 
the work already starting on Phase 
2 of the Sebring Parkway, you soon 
will.

It will take a while to complete. 
The contract to do the work 
runs into 2023, although County 
Engineer Clinton Howerton Jr. has 

said he doesn’t think the contractor 
will need that long.

Crews will widen the road to four 
lanes south from Youth Care Lane 
to U.S. 27, improve intersections 
at U.S. 27 and DeSoto Road, install 
drainage improvements and 
relocate utilities and power lines.

Also, this final phase of Sebring 
Parkway will have its own round-
about, the third in the parkway 

system and the ninth in the county, 
including the Circle in downtown 
Sebring, two on Sun ‘N Lake 
Boulevard in Sebring and Park 
Drive around Devane Park in Lake 
Placid.

Work has begun to reroute utili-
ties in the area and clear the right 
of way on the east side to build the 
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An engineering diagram shows plans for a new roundabout to 
go on Sebring Parkway at what will be the new entrance for 
Highlands Regional Medical Center. 

Residents 
hopeful 

for future 
presidency

By KIM MOODY, PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Americans ran to the polls 
to cast their votes early and on Election 
Day to ensure their votes counted. 
Months of campaigning is finally over 
and Joe Biden has been named presi-
dent-elect with Kamala Harris as the vice 
president-elect.

The country was divided down party 
lines before the election, and COVID-19 
concerns did nothing to quell anxieties. A 
week after the elections and local resi-
dents seem prepared to move forward, no 
matter who they voted for.

Chad DuBose of Sebring said there 
were many challenges that voters and 
candidates faced in 2020 but they over-
came them.

“First, I would have to say that I’m 
impressed with the campaigns of both 
candidates,” DuBose said. “They both 
had the misfortune of the devastating 
events 2020 brought into everyone’s lives 
that surely weighed heavily upon voters’ 
choices. I think the events of the year may 
have caused what I would describe as a 
large number of ‘panic votes.’ However, 
this was our American procedure oper-
ating under terribly difficult conditions, 
and the winner of an emotional race was 
finally declared victor.”

Sharon Pearson, a registered 
Republican and an elementary school 
teacher for 26 years, said she voted for 
Trump, “but I think his mouth is what got 
him in trouble.

“I think he needs to be in timeout,” 

Tropical Storm Eta heads to Gulf

County offers sandbags, sand
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A former major 
hurricane, now a tropical 
storm, Eta is the one that just 
won’t die. After devastating 
Central America, Eta crossed 
Cuba and made landfall in 
South Florida on Sunday 
causing flooding.

Eta is on the move again. 
This time, it is headed west, 
away from the west coast of 
Florida.

Most of Florida will get a 
pause until about Wednesday 
when Eta’s impacts will be 
felt once more, according to 

Meteorologist Keily Delerme 
with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
She said there will be in-
creased rain showers and 
breezy on Wednesday and 
Thursday.

As of Monday morning, 
Delerme said the storm was 
moving westward at 15 mph 
and was forecast to linger in 
the Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf 
waters are still warm enough 
to cause some intensification. 
There is a chance Eta could 
turn into a minimal hurricane.

Unfortunately, there is a COURTESY/NOAA

The projected path for Tropical Storm Eta to make landfall a 
second time in Florida.

WILFREDO LEE/AP PHOTO

A couple walks along the beach during a downpour, Sunday, Nov. 8, 2020, on Miami Beach, Florida’s famed South Beach. A strengthening 
Tropical Storm Eta cut across Cuba on Sunday, and forecasters say it’s likely to be a hurricane before hitting the Florida Keys Sunday night or 
Monday.

Veterans Day parade to be held in Avon Park
By ROBERT MILLER

NEWS CLERK

AVON PARK — This year’s Veterans 
Day will feature a parade in Avon Park 
and several ceremonies across the 
county. On Veterans Day, we honor 
those who have served the United 
States in times of war and peace — 
dead or alive — and thank our living 
veterans for all their sacrifices.

The annual Veterans Day Parade and 
Observance Ceremony will take place 
on Main Street Avon Park Wednesday. 
The parade begins at 10 a.m. with 
viewers asked to bring their own chairs 

for viewing and to keep social dis-
tance guidelines in mind. The parade 
is scheduled to begin on Museum 
Avenue, move west down Main Street, 
turn at Donaldson Park before coming 
to an end at the War Dog Memorial 
in front of the Avon Park Community 
Center, 300 W. Main St. (in front of the 
library).

The lead floats of this year’s parade 
will be 1:25 replicas of the USS Samuel 
B. Roberts DE-413 and USS Enterprise 
CV-6, which are currently on display at 
the Military Sea Services Museum in 

Thanksgiving 
edition

In honor of 
Thanksgiving, 
the Highlands 
News-Sun will 
be printed on 
Thanksgiving 
Day.

We hope your 
Thanksgiving is a 
peaceful and wonderful  
time with family and friends.
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In this file photo from May 2020, Sebring’s 
Military Sea Services Museum built a 17-foot 
model of the USS Enterprise that will be on 
display at the museum. It would have been 
the backdrop to their Memorial Day ceremony 
before the event was canceled.PARADE | 9A

REACTION | 9A

a
d

n
o

=
0

0
0

5
0

5
3

3


