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SEBRING — In 
her latest monthly 
update, Highlands 
Superintendent 
of Schools Brenda 
Longshore 

spoke of the 
many challenges 

to reopen schools amid the 
pandemic and noted there 
have been some positive cases, 
but the district is on its way to 

returning to normal.
Longshore noted before that 

last School board meeting, she 
was sworn in for her second 
term as superintendent of 
Highlands County Schools.

When Florida schools were 
tapped with reopening for face-
to-face instruction this fall she 
knew there would be challeng-
es and there certainly were, she 
said. Despite unprecedented 
events, she could confidently 
say she would not have wanted 
to face these challenges in any 

other community.
Although things look a bit 

different, they are well on the 
way to returning to normal, 
Longshore said.

“We have had some positive 
cases in our schools and to 
make sure we keep the com-
munity informed, we daily up-
date the COVID-19 Dashboard 
located on our School Board 
of Highlands County website,” 
she said.

“Our numbers are low due 
to the amazing response of our 

students and staff,” Longshore 
said.

Woodlawn Elementary 
Principal Jon Spencer provided 
comments in the update on the 
efforts to reopen schools.

The return to face-to-face 
posed some unique challenges 
for staff, families and students, 
but at the end of the day they 
still do it the “Woodlawn way,” 
he said. Teachers are adaptable; 
Students are adaptable; We 
figure it out; We go to work; We 
get the job done.”

Longshore noted that the 
district’s sports teams started 
practicing and competing 
in September and the cheer 
squads are also going strong. 
Cocurricular activities such 
as band and chorus are again 
allowing students to showcase 
their amazing talent.

“I have had the chance 
to visit each campus and I 
have made it to several extra 
curricular events throughout 

Longshore assures quality education despite challenges

LONGSHORE

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — With relatively 
low numbers of student and 
staff virus cases, some students, 
who were learning online from 
home, are returning to the 
classroom.

For the month of September 
the Highlands County School 
District had a total of 26 pos-
itive COVID-19 cases among 
students and staff.

There were 19 positive cases 
in students at eight schools, 
according to the district’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard. Avon 
Elementary and Lake Placid 
High School each had four 
cases and Sebring High School 
had three cases.

There were seven cases in 

staff members at five schools 
with Hill-Gustat Middle having 
three cases.

Superintendent Brenda 
Longshore said recently that 
some students are returning to 
the classroom for face-to-face 
instruction.

“We are very hopeful that 
more and more will come 
back,” she said. “For the 
majority of our kids, face-to-
face instruction far exceeds the 
environment where they are 
trying to learn from home. So 
we are very hopefully that they 
will continue to come back. 
We are getting more students 
coming back every day.

The School Board of 
Highlands County COVID-19 
Dashboard showed in August 
there were seven staff cases 

and seven student virus cases. 
There are no October cases 
listed on the Dashboard.

Some district’s in the state 
have seen significant numbers 
of students who have tested 
positive for the coronavirus.

Hillsborough schools have re-
ported 66 coronavirus cases in 
the past week, with 41 among 
students, Florida Politics 
reports. Since the school year 
started Aug. 31, 284 confirmed 
cases have been reported, with 
199 among students.

In Pasco, 24 students and 17 
employees have tested positive 
in the past week, bringing 
the totals to 111 students and 
52 employees since schools 
reopened. More than 2,500 
students and 260 employees 
have been quarantined.

Highlands students returning to the classroom
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Sebring Middle School students learning on computers. More county 
students are returning to the classroom for instruction.

STAFF REPORT

Highlands County had an increase 
of 22 new cases of coronavirus with 
the release of Sunday’s numbers by 
the Florida Department of Health. The 
cases came from 339 processed tests, 
the second-highest number of tests in 
the past two weeks.

Still, the positivity rate for new cases 
of 6.09% was slightly higher than the 
5% you like to see, but was partially 
offset by a median age for new cases of 
just 39, which is eight years less than 
the overall county median age of 47.

Highlands County’s death rate 
remained at 91, but the county’s 
death percentage of 4.07% is roughly 
double the state percentage of 2.04%

Highlands County had 25 hospital-
ized according to the Agency for Health 
Care Administration.

A high number of the Highlands 
County cases have been related to 
long-term care facilities. There have 
been 372 cases attributed to long-term 
care facilities, which is 17%, and more 
than double the state average of 7% of 
cases. The 3% of cases being related to 
a correctional facility is the same as the 
state average.

On the state level, there were 1,868 
new cases and 43 deaths. Florida 
has now seen 716,459 cases between 
residents and non-residents and there 
have been 14,671 resident deaths and 
174 deaths in non-residents. According 
to worldometers.com, whose data 
is used by the New York Times, BBC, 
Johns Hopkins University Center for 
Systems Science and Engineering, 
and others, Florida was No. 11 among 
states in deaths per million residents, 
with 683. New Jersey and New York 
both have seen more than 1,700 deaths 
per million residents.

The same site also shows that Florida 
is lagging behind other states as it 
pertains to testing, with 251,613 tests 
per million residents, which is No. 
39 among states. Rhode Island has 
tested 752,354 per million residents, or 
three-quarters of its population com-
pared to Florida testing one-fourth of 
its population. Florida is No. 3 in cases 

County sees 22 
new cases of 

COVID-19
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AVON PARK — Discussion 
of mobile food vendors is the 
only agenda item on today’s 
special meeting of the Avon 
Park City Council.

City Manager Mark 
Schrader said there is a 
person interested in operat-
ing a food truck within the 
City, which currently has no 
applicable regulations.

They were having a special 
meeting thinking some of 
the people who wanted to 
operate a food truck would 
come to the meeting and be 
part of the discussion, he 

said.
Mayor Garrett Anderson 

said, “The new ruling caught 
a lot of people off guard, 
myself included. I am still 
unclear on all of the new 
rules and regulations that we 
are going to have to abide 
by.”

“Ultimately, it is not going 
to be a free-for-all for food 
trucks to set up anywhere,” 
he said. “The City will defi-
nitely be able to put some 
regulations in there that will 
hopefully work for everyone 
involved.”

City Attorney Gerald 
Buhr informed Schrader, 
Anderson, Code 

Enforcement and the City 
Council about the food truck 
issue in a Sept. 18 letter.

“I have been asked to de-
velop some possible points 
of regulation of food trucks 
and other sidewalk and 
parking lot food sales, as the 
code enforcement depart-
ment has had complaints, 
but the code is at best, 
uncertain as to how they are 
regulated,” he said.

With food TV shows over 
the past decades, food trucks 
have not only gained in 
number and popularity, but 
also in the quality of their 
cuisine, Buhr said.

“As I mentioned in our 

last meeting, in my strong 
opinion they should be 
allowed within cities as they 
can uplift the quality of 
choices of food, but should 
not be allowed to compete 
with ‘bricks and mortar’ 
restaurants in a significantly 
negative manner,” he said.

Bricks and mortar restau-
rants have substantial 
investment in equipment, 
long-term obligations to 
landlords, generally employ 
more workers and pay 
property taxes to the City, 
Buhr noted.

“Since commencing this 

Food trucks the sole topic for 
AP special Council meeting
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{p dir=”ltr”}Food trucks will be the topic of tonight’s special meeting in Avon Park.{/p}
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