
By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A Chicago real estate development group, 
whose proposal for 209 Circle Park Drive lost out to a local 

proposal, claims “certain individuals and the 
bid evaluation process” violated the Florida 
Sunshine Law as well as other Florida Statutes 
governing intergovernmental programs.

The proposal from Yan & Arp LLC, of 
Chicago (Grace (Yan) Cui and Cynthia 
Hopkins) for the Sebring Community 
Redevelopment Agency’s property on the 
Circle included a restaurant; a pop-up 
storefront to incubate local entrepreneurs 
and showcase local products; a high-end, 
mini laundry lounge for the tenants and the 

community, and five rental units on the second floor, fully 
rebuilt.

The CRA selected the proposal from Robert and Tiffany 
Cadzow, of Sebring, which called for an Irish pub on the 
ground floor with hotel rooms on the second floor.

Yan & Arp’s formal protest letter states, “We strongly urge 
the Community Redevelopment Agency Board to reject Mr. 

Bob Cadzow’s proposal on the ground that he violated the 
ethics code of the Purchasing Policy, specifically Anti-
Lobbying and Non-Disclosure Information.

“Moreover, we urge the CRA Board to accept the pro-
posal by Yan & Arp LLC for the benefit of public interest of 
Sebring taxpayers, of which the majority could be better 
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More than 600 
young people 
in Highlands 
County will be 
graduating 
this weekend 
as high school 
seniors. Look 
inside Friday’s 
edition for our 
2021 Grads.

Coming Friday
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The Sebring CRA has responded to a Chicago real estate development 
group’s protest in the proposal selection process for 209 Circle Park 
Drive.

AP council in closed session on airport dealings
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The Avon Park City 
Council held a closed session Monday 
to discuss a potential lease agreement 
with Florida Airport Management, 
which seeks a long-term lease for the 
entire Avon Park Executive Airport.

Mayor Garrett Anderson said the 
City Council agreed to have another 
“exempt” meeting (closed session) so 
council can privately discuss the de-
tails of the lease, but it will eventually 
become public if any deals are agreed 
to or proposed.

Florida Airport 
Management (FAM) 
approached the city in 
2020 with its offer to uti-
lize the former Dumont 
Aircraft building for the 
manufacture of industri-
al hemp that would be 
grown by local farmers. 
The hemp would be 
trucked out of the city.

Also, the airport would be used as 
a staging area for emergency supplies 
(such as for hurricane relief), with 
helicopters and C-130 cargo planes 
using the airport.

After the FAM proposal, the city 
developed a “request for proposal” 
to see if there were any other other 
offers to lease the airport, but no 
other responses were received.

Anderson said council agreed to 
talk about it Monday and discuss 
some details and came up with some 
items to ask the FAM management 
about.

“I anticipate at our next meeting 
they will have their response of the 
things the council wanted to ask,” 
he said. “It will probably be a closed 

Sebring CRA responds to developer’s protest

County sees 8 
new COVID cases

Staff Report
Highlands County saw eight new cases 

of COVID-19, according to Monday’s 
numbers released by the Florida 
Department of Health. This was the most 
since Friday. Three of the new cases were 
age 15-24.

The eight new cases bring the county’s 
total to 8,737, with 8,640 being resident 
cases and the remaining 97 non-resident 
cases.

There were 237 resident tests processed 
on Monday, with the eight positive tests, 
which yielded a positivity rate of 2.97% 
for the day.

The state is showing an increase of one 
death for the county, which puts the total 
at 364.

The state shows there were 62 vaccines 
given in the county on Monday, although 
it typically takes several days for all of 
the numbers to come in from various 
locations.

So far, there have been 45,612 people 
in the county vaccinated, according to 
FDOH. There have been 11,765 people to 
have received the first dose and 33,847 to 
have gotten both shots in the series.

In the state, there was an increase 
of 1,874 cases, bringing the total to 
2,313,815 cases. There have been 
2,270,571 cases involving residents and 
43,244 non-resident cases.

The state processed 50,609 resident 
tests and had 48,735 negative tests, which 
resulted in a positivity rate of 3.75%, mak-
ing it two straight weeks with a positivity 

VisitSebring marketing as 
‘family-friendly’

Local residents also 
encouraged to find 

lots to do
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — With vaccinations up 
and restrictions reduced, people have 
begun to emerge from the pandemic 
looking for something to do.

VisitSebring has some ideas. 
The Highlands County Tourist 
Development Council has compiled a 
list of family-friendly events, activities 
and sights for the summer to bring in 
more tourists and give local residents a 
full list of things to do each weekend.

Some of the newest events include a 
GeoTour that consists of four geo-
caching GeoTrails: Ranch & Harvest, 
Parks & Recreation, Historic, and Art 
& Culture. A new Centennial GeoTrail 
will launch Sept. 25, celebrating the 
heritage of Sebring, Avon Park and 
Lake Placid, as part of the 100 years of 
Highlands County.

The TDC through VisitSebring re-
cently launched a “Sips, Suds and Soda 
Trail” to showcase local and regional 
craft beverages, including a visit to 
the Sebring Soda & Ice Cream Works, 
with more than 300 different flavors of 
sodas from all over the world, and 50 
flavors of super premium ice cream.

Also, the Children’s Museum of the 
Highlands has recently completed 
renovations with an expanded area 
for children to discover their world 
through interactive exhibits.

Other activities families have always 
had available include:

- Taking an airboat ride along 
Arbuckle Creek or Lake Istokpoga to 
find wild alligators, birds, and other 
animals.

- Jog, skate or cycle through natural 
Florida at Highlands Hammock State 
Park.

- Prospect for over 130 gems and 
crystals at the Lost Mines of Atlantis 
Gem Mine and Rock Shop, south of 
Sebring on U.S. 27.

- Paddle a canoe or kayak on 
Arbuckle Creek from Lake Arbuckle to 
Lake Istokpoga through diverse hab-
itats including cypress swamp, grass 

prairie, ranch land and oak hammock.
- Visit Archbold Biological Station, 

an active scientific research and 
environmental field study station. You 
can sign up for a self-guided nature 
tour or call ahead to schedule a tour 
with a guide.

- Explore and enjoy history and 
culture at your own pace through 
the 50 life-size and larger-than-life 
paintings of the Lake Placid outdoor 

mural gallery.
- Charter a fishing captain to take 

you where trophy bass, speckled 
perch, bluegill, shell cracker and 
warmouth are biting.

- Take in a view of Lake Arbuckle 
from the observation tower and board-
walk at the Avon Park Air Force Range. 
Be sure and check the base’s weekly 
schedule online for other events.

- Enjoy fresh orange ice cream and 
pick up a must-have citrus-themed 

COURTESY PHOTO/VISITSEBRING

A visitor fills out a geocache for visiting one of the sights in Highlands County: The ‘Cracker 
Trail’ mural in Lake Placid. The area has many family-friendly opportunities to get out and 
have fun this summer.

C O U RT E S Y  P H OTO / H E A RT L A N D 
TRIATHLON

A runner gets a high-five while completing a 
leg of the Heartland Triathlon, one of many 
spectator sports available to see this summer 
in Highlands County.

Man hit, killed on 
U.S. 27 by  

semi-trailer
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — An unidentified man was 
hit Tuesday morning by a semi-trailer on 
U.S. 27 near Highway Park and later died 
from his injuries.

The Florida Highway Patrol spent the 
morning and part of the afternoon investi-
gating the scene, and was still at the scene 
after sending out a preliminary report.

The incident took place at 8:06 a.m. at 
Vision Street. A 74-year-old Lake Placid 
man was walking north on the northbound 
shoulder, just south of Vision Street.

The semi-trailer, driven by a 40-year-old 
man from Venus, was in the right-hand 
lane, FHP reports state. The driver tried to 
pass the pedestrian but the right side of the 
trailer hit the pedestrian.

Medical Unit 36-1 and fire crews from 
Highlands County Fire Rescue Stations 36 
and 41 responded to the wreck, along with 
Battalion Chief 2. According to Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office officials, Emergency 
Medical Services transported the pedes-
trian with intention of airlifting him to a 
trauma center, but he died before reaching 
the helicopter.

According to unofficials records kept by 
the Highlands News-Sun, his death is the 
13th traffic fatality this year compared to 
10 at this time last year. Those numbers 
include this pedestrian and one cyclist. All 
others were in vehicles.

He also is the fourth person to die 
this month on local roads from just two 
separate, unrelated incidents, both in the 
Lake Placid area.
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A portrait and caricature artist sketches a 
face during a recent annual Caladium Festival 
in Lake Placid. The annual celebration of the 
decorative plant will return July 23-25.
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