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Tuck’s ‘Hispanic’ claim in question
Voting registration states ‘White, not Hispanic’

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — At the 
last Board of County 
Commission meeting, 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck 
asserted that she was the 
first Hispanic woman elect-
ed to that board. However, 
her voter registration 

records don’t state that.
Her most recent voter 

registration card, recorded 
on June 24, 2008, and 
marked as being for a 
change of address and 
change of party, has 
her listed as “white, not 
Hispanic” under the cate-
gory of “race/ethnicity.”

The same is true of 

her granddaughter, 
Kaylee Tuck, candidate 
for the Florida House of 
Representative, District 55. 
Her most recent updated 
registration also has her 
listed as “white, not of 
Hispanic origin.” Kaylee 
Tuck, however, has made 
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A copy of voter registration information for County Commissioner Arlene J. Tuck shows that 
on line 13, when asked to give race or ethnicity, she marked ‘White, not Hispanic.’ During 
the Oct. 5 Board of County Commission meeting, she claimed to be Hispanic and the only 
‘non-white woman’ elected to the board.

100th virus death reported in Highlands
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — With one death report-
ed, that of an 81-year-old female, in 
the Monday update from the Florida 
Department of Health, Highlands 
County now has had 100 deaths related 
to COVID-19.

Highlands added 10 more virus cases 
for a total of 2,356 over the course of the 
pandemic. Currently there are 23 who 
are hospitalized in Highlands due to the 
coronavirus.

Statewide, there were 48 more Florida 
resident deaths from coronavirus in 
the Monday update for a total of 15,412 
who have died during the pandemic. 

The case count increased by 1,533 for a 
total of 736,024 who have been infected.

Only four counties had a triple-digit 
increase in virus cases: Broward — 110, 
Dade — 299, Hillsborough — 119 and 
Orange — 126.

Eight counties had no new cases in 
the latest update: Glades, Hamilton, 
Jefferson, Lafayette, Levy, Liberty, 
Okeechobee and Union.

With only 56 new cases, Palm Beach 
County had its lowest daily increase 
dating back to at least June 15. It’s 
previous day testing positivity rate was 
only 1.95%. The previous day positivity 
rate for Dade County was 4.33% and for 
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Man hit, 
recovering

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Someone shot 
at a man Sunday night in 
the Orange Blossom area of 
Sebring.

The 46-year-old white male 
victim had non-life threat-
ening injuries, said Sebring 
Police Cmdr. Curtis Hart, and 
was treated and released at a 
local hospital.

Hart didn’t have much 
more information.

“[ There’s] not a whole lot 
right now because it’s still 
under investigation,” Hart 
said when asked what he 
could report.

At this time, police cannot 
even confirm that it was a 
firearm projectile that in-
jured the man, Hart said.

Rumors that it was a drive-
by shooting have also not 
been confirmed. Hart said he 
could not say whether or not 
anyone exchanged fire.

He did suggest, however, 
that it appeared the victim 
was not the intended target.

Police first got the report 
of a possible shooting at 
6:15 p.m. Sunday in the 1800 
block of Orange Blossom 
Avenue, south of Kenilworth 
Boulevard in Sebring.

They were on scene until or 
slightly past midnight, Hart 
said, and were back canvass-
ing the area Monday to find 
out more information about 
the case.

Police are seeking in-
formation. Anyone with 
clues about this case is 
urged to contact Det. Ryan 
Brand at the Sebring Police 
Department, 863-471-5108 or 
sebringpolicedepartment@
mysebring.com.

Pumpkin Patch opens Saturday

Lake Placid keeps tradition going
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — With many events 
being canceled because of COVID-19, 
one long-running, seasonal tradition is 
a go ... with some changes, of course. 
The 11th annual Pumpkin Patch is slat-
ed to take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 17 in Stuart Park (131 E. 
Interlake Blvd.) in the heart of uptown 
Lake Placid.

Admission and parking is free to the 
public. The event is hosted and orga-
nized by Paula Sapp and her friends and 
volunteers.

Bring the family out and pick the per-
fect pumpkin from the plethora of sizes, 
from pie-sized pumpkins to the largest 
pumpkins that Sapp can find. Pumpkins 
will be spread underneath the shade 
trees where parents and children can 
pick their perfect pumpkin to paint, 
carve or even make yummy treats from. 
Bales of hay make the perfect place for 
parents to take pictures of their young-
sters in a fall setting.

Speaking of pictures, antique tractors 
with fall décor will set the mood for 
family pictures by a professional, Paula 
Sapp Photography. Many people return 

every year to include these pictures in 
their family album.

Don’t forget Fido. Well behaved and 
leashed dogs are welcomed at the 
Pumpkin Patch, as always. Fido can get 
his own portrait or pose with the family.

“This is a fun way for families to get 
out and enjoy the day outside,” Sapp 
said. “The proceeds will be used in Lake 
Placid and its surrounding communities 
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Mako brings his human, Nate Krueger, to the Pumpkin Patch every year to get his photo taken 
and join in the fun.
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Justin Morris and his family attend the annual Pumpkin Patch annually.
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