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By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency will consider at its 
Monday meeting entering into 
an agreement with a firm to 
update the CRA’s Master Plan.

Four firms submitted 

proposals to perform the 
updating of the Master Plan.

The CRA Master Plan 
selection committee met Sept. 
1 to begin negotiations with 
the top-ranked firm S&ME of 
Orlando. The firm’s proposal 
includes a total price of 
$107,270.

The selection committee’s 

recommendation is to approve 
of the utilizing S&ME for these 
services at the stated price in 
the proposal, according the the 
CRA meeting agenda.

For reference, the CRA’s last 
master plan update that was 
conducted in 2004 at a total 
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The Sebring Community Redevelopment Agency will consider an agreement 
with S&ME of Orlando to update the CRA’s Master Plan.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County has 
recorded another seven deaths from or 
related to COVID-19, pushing the local 
death toll to 77.

The county’s number of cases also 
climbed by another 12 cases to 1,986, ac-
cording to the Saturday morning report 
from the Florida Department of Health.

Health Department records indicate 
Saturday’s total was the largest sin-
gle-day death toll for the county since 
June 1 — also seven deaths.

The Health Department also reported 
Highlands had 27 hospitalized with the 
virus on Saturday. There were 29 on 
Friday’s report and 21 on Thursday’s.

Highlands and many other counties 
in Florida still have higher death tolls 
than the entire states of Vermont, still 
with 58 deaths; Alaska, now with 43, and 
Wyoming, still with 42.

Meanwhile, Florida saw another 98 
deaths in Saturday’s report, for a total of 
12,600.

It was a marked drop from the 176 new 
deaths the state recorded on Friday and 
the more than 200 deaths recorded on 
Wednesday and Thursday.

The state has also passed the 660,000 
mark in total number of COVID-19 cases 
Saturday. The total of 661,571 represent-
ed a 3,190 increase over Friday.

The state saw a jump of 3,650 cases in 
Friday’s update and 2,583 more cases in 
the Thursday report.

Friday’s report showed Florida had 
43,399 COVID-19 patients in long-term 
care facilities, and another 21,548 in 
correctional facilities.

A county-by-county national database 
and COVID-19 dashboard at www.
arcgis.com still ranks the county as 
“spreading.”

The same site listed the county as “ep-
idemic” several weeks ago ago. Almost 
all surrounding counties still carry an 
“epidemic” status.

Cases in Florida’s Heartland, as of 
Saturday, were as follows:

- Polk County had a total of 18,337 
cases, with a second day of a 109-case 
increase. Polk had 488 deaths, up five 
from the Friday report.

- Hendry County added another six 
cases Friday to have 2,014 cases, with 
still 41 deaths.

- DeSoto County added three more 
cases to now have 1,533 cases, with still 
23 deaths.

- Okeechobee County, which added 
six cases on Thursday and another 18 on 
Friday, added another 12 in the Saturday 
report for a total of 1,325, along with 
another death for a total of 21.

- Hardee County, added another nine 

Highlands 
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COVID-19 
deaths

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Carol Thorpe 
is 102 years young and said 
she is blessed to be able to 
stay in her home she bought 
with her husband Alton in 
1995.Thorpe said it is only 
possible because of family 
and Nu-Hope caregivers.

After her husband died in 
2009, Carol’s children, Sue 
Udy and Peter Thorpe decid-
ed to keep their mother in the 
home she loved. Sue is from 
Niagra Falls, New York and 
Peter is from Brevard, North 
Carolina and they split their 
time between Florida and 
their home states to ensure 
Carol is not alone.

The family turned to 
Nu-Hope for assistance in 
keeping their mother in her 
home.

“Carol’s family is amazing,” 
Jona Allan, her case manager 
said. “They take care of family 
members generation after 
generation. Carol is such a 
sweet and humble person. 
She has always been active in 
local churches and anywhere 
she can help.”

Nu-Hope Executive 
Director Ingra Gardner 
explained Nu-Hope’s goals.

“During these difficult 

times, Mrs Thorpe is a beacon 
of hope. Since 1975, Nu-Hope 
has assisted seniors with 
one primary goal - to reduce 
premature long-term place-
ment,” she said. “Annually, 
the agency provides support 
to nearly 500 seniors. Services 
including home-delivered 
meals, personal care, and 
respite for caregivers help 
older adults age in place.”

Nu-Hope fills in some of 
the gaps for the family by 
assisting with personal care, 
cleaning and emergency 
response units. Carol appre-
ciates the freedom of being in 
her home as opposed to an 
assisted living facility.

“I am much happier in 
my own place,” Carol said. “I 
can do as I please. I have two 
wonderful kids and a won-
derful niece. I am extremely 
blessed. If I can’t sleep at 
night, I turn on the telly, if I 
want to make a sandwich, I 
can.”

When COVID-19 arrived 
on the scene, Carol’s family 
and Allan decided to have 
Nu-Hope caregivers do the 
shopping to limit the family’s 
exposure.

Lucinda Rodriguez has 
been with Nu-Hope for 20 

Thorpe gets by with a little 
help from her friends 
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Carol Thorpe is grateful to have her son Peter by her side.
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Carol Thorpe said he caregiver Lucinda Rodriguez is a “jewel.”COVID | 9A
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Get your business financing advice and money 

management tools from your local community bank!  We take 

pride in fast, personal service, without all the banking fees.

TOTALLY FREE 

BUSINESS CHECKING!
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