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Debra Cook, 54, was a mother of two 
boys and a beloved grandmother. 
She was married to Michael Cook for 
34 years. Friends remember good 
times together. She was known as a 
comforter to all who needed her. 
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Marisol Lopez, 55, lived in Lake Placid 
with her husband Victor and two 
children, Kiara and Victor Lopez. She 
is remembered for her kindness and 
willingness to help others.
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Jessica Montague, 31, was married to 
Jermaine Montague. She loved being 
a mother and Jermaine said she was 
an amazing mom, wife and friend, 
who was always willing to help other 
people.
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Ana Piñon-Williams, 38, was married 
to Chad Williams for six years. A very 
devout Christian, Piñon-Williams was 
known as an excellent mother and 
step-mother.
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Cynthia Lee Watson, 65, and Tony 
Watson were married in January 
2019. The couple lived in Venus 
with two Shih Tzus, as well as some 
chickens and goats. She was an avid 
animal lover.

Always Remembered

County POD on track to vaccinate 800 this week
Some residents still struggling with registration process

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Slowly, the fi rst round of 
vaccinations to 65 and older residents 
has progressed at Highlands County’s 
Point of Distribution (POD) at Lakeshore 
Mall.

Some residents have still found the 
process to be cumbersome and confus-
ing. William Ulrich, 90, said he managed 

to get his name on the list, but had to get 
a friend’s help in doing it.

It wasn’t a lack of computer literacy 
on his part, Ulrich said. Rather, it was 
unclear directions.

“There was no way to fi nd out how to 
do that,” Ulrich said.

Likewise, Bill Kelsey, also over 65 
and a local resident, said he called and 
completed online forms, but said no one 
can tell him where he is on the list.

“It is my contention to believe that the 
Highlands community deserves to know 
the current status of the ‘waitlist’ and 
our placement thereon,” Kelsey said via 
email.

Questions he had included how 
people are chosen and whether or not 
the list is a physical printed document.
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A healthcare worker gives the fi rst of two 
doses of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to a 
resident at Lakeshore Mall.

Florida deaths 
crosses 25K 

mark
County adds
54 new cases

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County’s new cases of 
COVID-19 remained high heading into 
the weekend, as were deaths. The coun-
ty’s positivity rate went from bad to worse 
as the Florida Department of Health 
coronavirus daily reports came out on 
Friday.

Highlands County added 54 new cases 
of COVID-19 infections on Friday, bring-
ing the overall total to 6,086. Of those 
cases, 6,024 are residents and 62 non-res-
idents who have tested positive. The new 
cases were down some from Thursday’s 
62 new cases.

There were fi ve deaths reported 
overnight. The new deaths brought the 
cumulative death total to 242, or 4% of all 
cases.

The county’s positivity rate was 15.25% 
on Friday. One factor could be because of 
less testing the previous day, with just 341 
tests processed.

Hospitalizations have reached 
500, which is 8% of all cases. As of 
3:31 p.m., the Agency for Health Care 
Administration showed 47 people 
hospitalized from COVID. AHCA reported 
an ICU bed census of 29 with six beds 
available, which is the best availability in 
a week. Regular beds available were 33 on 
Friday afternoon.

The county’s daily and overall median 
ages match at 52. FDOH shows 287 cases 
over the past seven days for an average of 
41 new cases per day. Corrections cases 
held at 88.

Cases from long-term health facilities 
rose by four and totals 552. Deaths from 
residents or staff of long-term health care 
facilities remained at 62.

FDOH shows 4,111 people in the 
county have received the vaccine. Out of 
all those people, 3,743 have received the 
fi rst shot in the two-shot series and 368 

Community still grieves 
loss of 5 women

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Before the sun burned 
away the morning dew, fi ve wreaths 
stood in the center of Refl ection Park 
on Friday at 1901 U.S. 27. The wreaths 
were placed in the park to honor and 
remember the fi ve women who died in 
the Midtown SunTrust Bank shooting 
two years ago today. The women are 
Debra Cook, 54, Marisol Lopez, 55, 
Jessica Montague, 31, Ana Piñon-
Williams, 38 and Cynthia Lee Watson, 
65. Cook, Lopez, Montague and Ana 
Piñon-Williams worked at the bank, 
while Watson was a customer.

These women have been come to be 
known as the “Sebring Five” and the 
hashtag “#SebringStrong” was inspired 
by them.

Refl ection Park was dedicated to 
the families of the victims in time 
for the fi rst anniversary by SunTrust, 
now Truist Bank. The Park sits on the 
SunTrust Bank footprint after the bank 
was razed following the tragedy.

This year, due to COVID-19, the 
women will be remembered in quiet 
refl ections instead of organized gath-
erings by Truist. Kyle Tarrance of Truist 

said SunTrust banks remained open 
Friday and team members were able to 
“remember and honor the fi ve victims 
lost in the senseless tragedy two 
years ago by holding a companywide 
moment of silence when we’ll cease 
all business transactions and pause to 
remember the victims of this tragedy 

and other senseless acts of violence.
“The Truist Foundation has ar-

ranged to have fi ve wreaths placed 
at the community park to honor the 
victims; however, due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 health crisis, we will not 
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The #SebringStrong sign sits near the entrance to Refl ection Park in Sebring.
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SunTrust, now Truist, arranged to have fi ve wreaths placed in Refl ection Park on Friday. Today 
is the second anniversary of when fi ve women died in a mass shooting at SunTrust, which was 
located where the memorial park is now.
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