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By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The staff 
and congregation of 
St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church in 
Sebring were under-
standably upset when 
they found out their 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
statue was apparently 
stolen a week ago on July 
13. They are seeking her 
return and have filed 
a report with Sebring 
Police Department. As of 

Friday, the statue had not 
been found, according 
to Public Information 
Officer Commander 
Curtis Hart.

The statue has been a 
fixture at the church at 
820 Hickory Street for 
some 60 years. Some 
congregation members 
turned to social media 
to spread the word. They 
also asked for prayers 
for the offenders to have 
a change of heart and 
return the Virgin Mary.

Assistant 

Communications 
Director for the Diocese 
of Venice Bob Reddy said 
no one knows why the 
statue was stolen but the 
church is asking for her 
return or information as 
to her whereabouts.

“The statue, which 
weighs about 200 pounds 
and was recently restored 
with fresh paint, has 
been located as part of a 
Memorial Rosary Garden 
in front of the Church 
for the past five years,” 
Reddy said. “It is valued 

at approximately $1,000.”
Unfortunately, last 

Monday’s theft was not 
the first time statues have 
been singled out at St. 
Catherine’s. On June 26, 
a statue of St. Francis of 
Assisi was destroyed as 
well. Reddy presumed 
someone with a vehicle 
tied a rope or some type 
of tether around the 
statue and tried to pull it. 
St. Francis was embedded 
into the concrete and 

Virgin Mary statue stolen 
from St. Catherine’s 
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This is what remains of a statue of St. Francis of Assisi at St. 
Catherine’s of Sienna Church in Sebring.
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Highlands County saw an all-time 
high of 57 new coronavirus cases with 
the release of Sunday’s numbers by the 
Florida Department of Health. While the 
number of cases jumped considerably, 
so did the number of tests. The county’s 
positivity rate — the numbers the World 
Health Organization looks at for suggest-
ing reopenings — were in line with what 
the county has seen for the past week.

The 12.8% positivity rate seen in 
Highlands County was also pretty much 
in line with the state’s numbers recently. 
Florida has seen a positivity rate between 
11.83% and 13.6% for new cases the past 
five days.

There are 61 hospitalizations, which is 
two fewer than the previous day, and the 
death toll remained at 15 for the county. 
The total county for the county reached 
765.

The ages of the new cases in the county 
ranged from 0 to 92, with a median age of 
48. While the median age in the state has 
dropped recently, Highlands County has 
been an exception to the rule. The median 
age in Florida is 40, while Highlands 
County’s median age is 47 and just once in 
the past two weeks has the number been 
below 40.

In nearby counties, DeSoto County 
enjoyed its second straight day with a pos-
itivity rate under 5% and saw just two new 
cases, bringing its total to 1,067, with 137 
(13%) of those attributed to correctional 
facilities. There have been 13 deaths and 
the median age for all cases has been 36.

In Hardee County, the numbers were a 
little better, as there was an increase of 12 
cases and a positivty rate of 14.6%. Hardee 
has seen four deaths and has a median 
age of 33 for its positive cases.

Glades County had its second straight 
ugly day, adding 17 cases on just 29 tests. 
Glades has now seen 281 cases, with 175 
of those related to the correctional facility. 
The median age for all cases is 37.

Okeechobee County saw 18 new cases 
and now has seen 65, with a median age 
of 36. The county has seen two deaths.

Up north, Polk County had an ugly day, 
adding a record 494 cases. Polk County 
also saw a record 22 patients hospitalized, 
both of which came one day after the 
county saw a record 12 deaths.

For the state, there were 12,478 new 
cases, bringing the number to 350,047. 
Eighty-nine new deaths were reported, 
bringing the total of residents and 
non-residents to 5,091.

There have been 20,971 COVID-19 
related hospitalizations and as of Sunday 
at 1:30 p.m., there were 9,351 currently 
hospitalized, according to the Florida 
Agency for Healthcare Administration.

Miami-Dade saw the largest daily 
increase in Florida, with 3,233 new cases 
and Broward County saw an increase of 
1,176 cases.

There were a total of 23 counties which 
saw at least 100 new cases, with Orange 
(742), Palm Beach (733), Duval (644) and 
Hillsborough (608) the biggest gainers. 
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COLUMBUS, Ohio — Even 
if it weren’t for her disabil-
ity and fear of catching 
COVID-19, Delinda Bryant 
said getting the necessary 
postage to cast a ballot this 
year will be a struggle.

Bryant, 63, doesn’t have 
$10 for a book of stamps, 
a printer to make them at 
home or a working car.

“My car needs its trans-
mission fixed, but my 
utilities are so high I can’t 
afford it,” the south Georgia 
woman said in testimony 
for a federal voting rights 

lawsuit. “Ten dollars for 
a book of stamps is a 
hardship.”

As more states embrace 
mail-in voting amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
often overlooked detail of 
postage has emerged as a 
partisan dividing line.

Questions over whether 
postage will be required for 
absentee ballot applications 
and the actual ballots, who 
pays for it and what happens 
to envelopes without stamps 
are the subject of lawsuits 
and statehouse political 

Cost, hassle of stamps questioned 
as mail-in voting surges
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Mike Babinski opens applications for voter ballots at the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections Tuesday, July 14, 2020, in Cleveland. As 
more states embrace mail-in balloting, an often overlooked detail 
has emerged as a partisan dividing line: postage.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands 
County seniors are pre-
paring for their graduation 
ceremonies, which were 
pushed back two months 
by the Highlands County 
School District due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite the recent 
increase in virus cases, the 
district is proceeding with 
the graduations. Two of the 
three ceremonies have been 
moved to different venues 
from previous years to 

observe social distancing.
Deputy Superintendent 

Andrew Lethbridge said the 
graduations are still moving 
forward and everything is 
still a go at this point.

All the plans are in place, 
he said.

Following is the gradua-
tion schedule:

• Sebring High — 
Thursday, July 23, 6:30 p.m., 
Alan Jay Area.

• Avon Park High — 
Friday, July 24, 8 p.m., Joe 
Franza Stadium.

• Lake Placid High — 
Saturday, July 25, 9 p.m., 

Scarborough Stadium.
The Highlands Virtual 

School graduation will 
be held Saturday, July 25, 
Sebring High Gym.

Sebring High Principal 
Kim Ervin said the safety 
precautions include tem-
perature checks of everyone 
as they come through the 
door.

“We are asking that 
people wear masks,” she 
said. “Because they are not 
mandatory I can’t make 
them wear them, but we 
are asking that they wear a 
mask and we will have extra 

masks available for people 
as they come through.”

Hand sanitizers will be 
available, Ervin said.

Every other row will be 
taped off in the arena to 
help with social distancing 
in the grandstand, she said. 
Families will be asked to 
leave a couple of seats in 
between each family.

The students will be 
seated on the arena floor 
with fewer students in each 
row so there will be social 
distancing.

Graduation day near for 
Highlands District seniors
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This year’s graduation will be much different from previous years. Here, Layla Marie Montes-Gonzales, at left, hugs Avon Park High School 
Principal Danielle Erwin while receiving her diploma as a member of the graduating class of 2019.

County sees 57 
new COVID cases

Increased testing 
responsible for 
massive jump
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