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Highlands County Landfill getting help with leachate
Compactor arrived just in time
By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER
SEBRING — Equipment recently delivered at the
Highlands County Landfill and a six-month contract to have a firm run the leachate collection and
treatment system there may just keep the landfill
operating.
Landfill staff have to keep decomposition gasses
and air pockets out of the mound or the next lightning strike could mean shutting down the landfill for

School Board
passes on
$1.5 million
training
programs

another fire.
The landfill did shut down recently, shortly after
getting approval for the new equipment, when something sparked a fire on March 30 that took 50 hours
and 260,000 gallons of water to contain and squelch.
Fires can start in the landfill for a variety of reasons,
but once they do, air pockets and flammable gasses
can make it worse.
County Engineer Clinton Howerton Jr. said landfill
operations staff have to keep the garbage compacted
and the gasses drawn off to reduce that risk. To help
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Orange forecast up 2M boxes
Grapefruit numbers
down slightly
By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — There was no action by
The School Board of Highlands County
on the recommended approval of two
teacher training programs
that had a total cost of
$1.5 million.
The agenda items were
recommended for approval
by Assistant Superintendent
of Secondary Education Nia
Campbell.
One proposal was from
HOWERTON
The New Teacher Project
(TNTP) for School Year of
2022-2023 at an estimated total cost of
$1,184,404 while the other proposal was
from Carnegie Learning Professional
Services for 2022-2023 school year at a
cost of $357,500.
School Board Member Donna
Howerton said recently the agenda items
never went to a motion.
Howerton said on another agenda item
at another board meeting, Campbell
reported that she tried to talk to a lot
of the administrators and it was kind of
suggested that teachers and principals
were informed about a program.
“But, when I got to making phone
calls, they hadn’t,” Howerton said,
adding Campbell did try to include in
the meeting packet where she emailed
administrators about one of the training
programs.
“I have seen where principals said they
were interested in it, but their interest is
always what is exactly involved for the
teachers, like with summer coming up, is
it going to require any summertime?” she

SEBRING — Citrus growers got
some good news from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture on
Thursday.
It seems Florida has
saved an extra 2 million,
90-pound boxes of
oranges this year. The
crop estimate released
Thursday had Valencia
oranges up from the
20 million boxes predicted in April.
ROYCE
“The season is wrapping up here in the next
week or two,” said Ray Royce, executive director of the Highlands County
Citrus Growers Association.
He said growers over the last month
have seen some fruit drop and rot, and
if the overall downward trend holds,
the final numbers, released in early
June, will probably be a bit further
down.
Still, any good news is welcome.
Highlands County’s citrus groves,
which make up just 12% of the
county’s 1,100 square miles, reputedly
produce up to 13% of all the juice
currently consumed in the U.S. and
Canada each year.
Any improvement in the harvest
will help stabilize the market, already
rocked by domestic and international
supply-chain issues and increased
grocery pricing.
The new harvest forecast for Florida
now predicts having 22 million
boxes of Valencia oranges, along with
18.2 million boxes of non-Valencia oranges — unchanged from April — for
a total orange harvest of 40.2 million
boxes.
California looks to bring in 51.3 million boxes of total oranges this year,
while Texas has just 350,000, for a total
U.S. crop of 91.85 million boxes.
Florida’s tangerine and tangelo
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By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

with that, Highlands County commissioners recently
approved a six-month, $207,000 contract with Jones
Edmunds & Associates Inc. to run the onsite leachate
treatment plant.
Leachate, Howerton said, is the water in the mound
from rain and wet garbage that drains to the bottom
liner and is not clean enough to re-enter the water
table. Before bringing in Jones Edmunds, Howerton
had two employees running the leachate treatment
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Highlands County’s citrus groves, which make up just 12% of the county’s 1,100 square miles,
reputedly produce up to 13% of all the juice currently consumed in the U.S. and Canada each
year.
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Oranges await picking in a photo from Ray Royce, executive director of the Highlands
County Citrus Growers Association. The new harvest forecast for Florida now predicts having
22 million boxes of Valencia oranges, along with 18.2 million boxes of non-Valencia oranges
— unchanged from April — for a total orange harvest of 40.2 million boxes.

Russia takes losses in failed river crossing, officials say
By OLEKSANDR STASHEVSKYI and
DAVID KEYTON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

group in the attack earlier this
week.
“Conducting river crossings
in a contested environment
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russian
is a highly risky maneuver
forces suffered heavy losses in a
and speaks to the pressure
Ukrainian attack that destroyed
the Russian commanders are
a pontoon bridge they were
under to make progress in their
using to try to cross a river in
operations in eastern Ukraine,”
the east, Ukrainian and British
the ministry said in its daily
officials said in another sign of
intelligence update.
Moscow’s struggle to salvage a
In other developments, a
war gone awry.
move by Finland and, potenUkrainian authorities,
tially, Sweden to join NATO was
meanwhile, opened the first
thrown into question when
war crimes trial of the conflict
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Friday. The defendant, a capErdogan said his country is “not
tured Russian soldier, stands
of a favorable opinion” toward
accused of shooting to death a
EFREM LUKATSKY/AP PHOTO the idea. He accused Sweden
62-year-old civilian in the early
and other Scandinavian counUkrainian servicemen load bodies of Russian soldiers into a railway refriger- tries of supporting Kurdish
days of the war.
ator carriage in Kyiv, Ukraine, Friday, May 13, 2022.
The trial got underway
militants and others Turkey
as Russia’s offensive in the
considers terrorists.
Donbas, Ukraine’s eastern
what it said was a damaged
troops “drowned the Russian
Erdogan did not say outright
industrial heartland, seemed to Russian pontoon bridge over
occupiers.”
that he would block the two
turn increasingly into a grindthe Siversky Donets River and
Britain’s Defense Ministry
nations from joining NATO. But
ing war of attrition.
several destroyed or damaged
said that Russia lost “significant the military alliance makes its
Ukraine’s airborne command Russian military vehicles
armored maneuver elements”
decisions by consensus, meanreleased photos and video of
nearby. The command said its
of at least one battalion tactical ing that each of its 30 member
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countries has a veto over who
can join.
An expansion of NATO would
be a blow to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who undertook
the war in what he said was a
bid to thwart the alliance’s eastward advance. But the invasion
of Ukraine has stirred fears in
other countries along Russia’s
flank that they could be next.
With Ukraine pleading for
more arms to fend off the
invasion, the European Union’s
foreign affairs chief announced
plans to give Kyiv an additional
500 million euros ($520 million) to buy heavy weapons.
Ukrainian Defense Minister
Oleksii Reznikov said heavy
weapons from the West now
making their way to the front
lines — including American
155 mm howitzers — will take
some time to turn the tide in
Ukraine’s favor. He admitted
there is no quick end to the war
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