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SHS Grad 
Bash, Prom 

canceled

Classes go to 
online learning 

countywide

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Florida 
Department of Education 

announced 
many actions 
in response to 
the coronavirus 
precautions 
including extend-
ing the closure 
of schools until 
April 15, cancel-
ling all statewide 
assessment tests 

and informing school districts 
to prepare to extend their 
educational calendars through 
June 30.

On March 30, the School 
Board of Highlands County will 
begin utilizing virtual learning 
for the delivery of instruction.

“We have a plan in place 
as well as mechanisms 
for delivery,” according to 
Superintendent Brenda 
Longshore. “Some aspects are 
in the final stages of devel-
opment,” however detailed 
information can be found 
at: https://sites.google.com/
highlands.k12.fl.us/sbhc/
instructional-continuity-plan

All school-related extra-cur-
ricular events are cancelled 
through April 15.

The Sebring High Grad Bash 
at Universal Studios on April 
3 has been canceled and the 
Sebring High Prom on April 
18 has been canceled with the 

Local business 
increase safety 

measures 
Changes across 

the board during 
COVID-19 scare

By RUTH ANNE LAWSON
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Day by day 
everything changes and some-
times it seems hour by hour. 
That is no different for our 
local stores and restaurants, 
with the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) coming out with 
updates and advice on how to 
stop the spread of COVID-19. 
Local stores, restaurants, and 
beauty and spa services are 
doing their their part to keep 
customers and employees safe.

Restaurants are doing 
their best to keep their doors 
open as long as possible. 
Golden Corral in Lake Placid 
has stepped up its cleaning 
measures to ensure guest and 
employee safety. Hand sanitiz-
er is now available at the door 
and throughout the restaurant, 
serving utensils are changed 
every hour, employees must 
wash hands going in and out 
of the kitchen, and “touch 
surfaces” are sanitized every 
15 minutes. Once a guest has 
selected a table, the surround-
ing tables are closed with a 
reserved sign to promote social 
distancing. Once the guest 
leaves the table, condiments, 
the napkin holder and even the 
salt and pepper shakers are all 
sanitized.

Homer’s Original 
Smorgasbord increased its 
sanitation as well, but was 
closed Thursday.

Roserio’s Pizzaria in Spring 
Lake has closed its dining area 
and is now pick-up only. Pizza 
Hut closed its dining area until 
further notice but pick-up 
orders and deliveries are still 
available at all locations.

“Contactless delivery is one 
of the many ways that we’re 
working to help provide you 
— and our employees — the 
safest experience possible,” 
stated Pizza Hut. “No matter 
your location, if you want a 
more contactless option and 
prefer your pizza left at the 
door upon delivery, no prob-
lem. Just tell us in the special 

Worship Worries
Activities suspended/some worship services canceled

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Amid warnings of congregat-
ing in large groups due to the coronavirus, 
Highlands County churches have taken 
unprecedented measures including cancelling 
worship services for the health safety of their 
congregations.

Faith Lutheran Church Vicar Bill Roberts 
said people need to maintain their contact 
with their Lord.

“So we are doing our best not to curtail 
activities especially worship activities, but we 
are leaving it up to the people’s choice,” he 
said. “If they feel comfortable, if they are not at 
risk;, we encourage them to come. If they feel 
they are compromised and or they consider 
themselves at risk that is a matter between 
them and God as to whether they worship or 
not.”

Normally during the Lenten, pre-Easter, 
season the church has dinners prior to 
Wednesday evening worship service, Roberts 
explained. The Lenten dinners have been can-
celed, but the Wednesday and Sunday services 
are continuing.

“We have a rather large sanctuary and we 
are asking people to sit with who you live with 
and asked people to sit on opposite ends of 
the pews so we will maintain the requested 
separation between people,” he said.

The Sunday morning worship and Bible 
study will go on as planned, Roberts said. The 
church’s board of elders has met a few times 
recently to make decisions related to the 
current health/safety concerns.

The church was loaning space to a tax 
service that helps seniors with their income 
tax returns, but the group announced they are 
suspending activity, he said.

The church’s food pantry for those in need 
has been moved outside for its weekly dis-
tribution of food. This Thursday a two-week 
supply will be offered and the pantry will be 
closed next week.

“What happens in the future depends on 
government directives,” Roberts said.

The surplus food location the church goes 
to for its supplies had a very small amount of 

food available earlier in the week, he noted.
The First Presbyterian Church in Lake Placid 

has canceled all activities and services through 
April 5.

On Tuesday, prior to a meeting of the church 
elders, First Presbyterian Senior Pastor Ray 
Cameron said the church would be more 
guarded on trying to preserve some kind of 
Sunday gathering. He said the situation could 
change with the decisions made by the elders.

The church posted the following message 
on Wednesday: “In light of the most recent 
CDC recommendations, FPC has decided to 
cancel all events through Palm Sunday, April 
5. This includes all concerts, services, events, 
pickleball, small groups, youth and children’s 
activities and Grace Ministry food distribution 
(after March 20). Sermons will be recorded 
and added to our website for you to listen to.”

The church is in the process of developing 
their live streaming capabilities and are 
expediting that, Cameron said.

Memorial United Methodist Church, Lake 
Placid, has canceled its church services, 
but will have a live-stream worship service 
available Sunday at 10 a.m.

“We received word from the office of Bishop 
Ken Carter that, in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Center for Disease 
Control, Bishop Carter urged congregations 
to not meet together for at least the next 
two weeks,” according to a message on the 
church’s website. “While it is disappointing to 
us to not be able to gather together, we believe 
that it is in the best interest of our community 
that we follow this recommendation.”
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Faith Lutheran Church Food Pantry volunteers prepare 
for the Thursday distribution of food that was held 
outside as a health precaution. A two-week supply 
was offered for the needy because there will be no 
distribution next week.
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Faith Lutheran Church Vicar Bill Roberts said they are asking parishioners to sit with the people they live with 
and for groups of people/families to sit on opposite ends of the pews.

How long will Americans be fighting the coronavirus?
By CHRISTINA LARSON and 

MICHELLE R. SMITH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
In a matter of days, mil-
lions of Americans have 
seen their lives upended 
by measures to curb 
the spread of the new 
coronavirus.

Normally bustling 
streets are deserted as 
families hunker down 
in their homes. Many of 
those who do venture 
out try to stay a safe 
distance from anyone 

they encounter, even 
as they line up to buy 
now-precious commod-
ities like hand sanitizer. 
Parents juggle childcare 
as schools close, perhaps 
for the rest of the school 
year. And restaurants and 
bars sit empty as more 
and more convert to 
delivery-only options.

How long will this last? 
Scientists say there isn’t a 
simple answer.

“In many ways, this 
situation is unprecedent-
ed – we’re trying to take 
some actions to curb 

the spread and timing 
of this pandemic,” said 
Stephen Morse, a disease 
researcher at Columbia 
University in New York.

Yes, there have been 
past disease outbreaks 
that scientists can draw 
some lessons from but, in 
those cases, the disease 
was largely allowed to 
run its course. “So those 
models don’t precisely 
apply,” Morse said.

On Monday, President 
Donald Trump said the 
U.S. may be managing 
the outbreak through July 

or August. And New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
said the state’s number 
of coronavirus cases may 
peak – not end – in 45 
days.

The overall message 
is that the country will 
be fighting the virus 
outbreak for a matter of 
months, at least, not days 
or weeks.

Each model of how 
the disease could 
spread relies on data 
and assumptions about 
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In this Wednesday, March 11, 2020 file photo, a man holds an 
U.S. flag as he watches the a United Soccer League match in 
Tacoma, Wash. In a matter of days, millions of Americans have 
seen their lives upended by measures to curb the spread of the 
new coronavirus in mid-March.TIME | 3A
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Highlands Virtual School social 
studies/physical education teacher 
Rhonda Hunter. The School Board of 
Highlands County will begin utilizing 
virtual learning starting March 30 
for the delivery of instruction.
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REAL CARDS. REAL DEALERS.

LIVE BLACKJACK.
SLOTS • HIGH STAKES BINGO • ENTERTAINMENT

Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be 18 years old to play Bingo. Must be a Seminole Wild 

Card Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.


