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Ukrainian servicemen of the Prince Roman the Great 14th Sepa-
rate Mechanized Brigade fire a Soviet era Grad multiple rocket 
launcher at Russian positions in the Kharkiv area, Ukraine, 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 2023. Grueling artillery battles have stepped 
up in recent weeks in the vicinity of Kupiansk, a strategic town 
on the eastern edge of Kharkiv province by the banks of the 
Oskil River as Russian attacks intensifying in a push to capture 
the entire industrial heartland known as the Donbas, which 
includes the Donetsk and the Luhansk provinces.

County moves funds to cover costs and pay
Arlene Tuck: Be more efficient and stick to the budget

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — This time of year, county commission-
ers and directors start preparing to hash out the next 
fiscal year budget.

At this same time, David Nitz, manager of the 
Office of Management and Budget, brings budget 
amendments to the Board of County Commissioners 
to make adjustments where the approved budget 
either had too much or too little assigned to one cost 

or another.
It happened at the two most recent county 

commission meetings, with a bit of scolding from 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck, given her history of 
overseeing budgets in Lake Placid when she worked 
as town clerk, prior to her election to town council 
and then county commission.

During their first meeting of the month, Nitz 
brought them two budget amendments. One was to 
reverse a portion of encumbrances that were rolled 
over from Fiscal Year 2021-22 into Fiscal Year 2022-23, 

which would decrease the budget by $640,019.
The second was a budget increase, bringing 

$297,188 from reserve funds to cover cost overruns in 
the Courthouse Façade Repairs project.

Tuck was prepared to pass the amendment, as 
written, but had misgivings with having to make a 
budget amendment in the first place.

“I just don’t really like, right here, it’s only been 
what, five months, and we’re already having to 

Putin orders Ukraine border 
tightening as drones hit Russia

By SUSIE BLANN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) 
— Russian President 
Vladimir Putin ordered 
the border with Ukraine 
tightened Tuesday after 
several drones attacked 
inside Russian territory, 
including one that 
crashed just 100 kilo-
meters (60 miles) from 
Moscow in an alarming 
development for Russian 
defenses.

The drones caused no 
injuries but raised ques-
tions about the Kremlin’s 
security more than a year 
after Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of its neighbor.

Moscow blamed Kyiv 
for the attacks. Ukrainian 
officials did not immedi-
ately claim responsibility, 
but they similarly avoided 
directly acknowledging 
responsibility for past 
strikes and sabotage 
while emphasizing 
Ukraine’s right to hit any 

target in Russia.
Although Putin did 

not refer to any specific 
attacks in a speech in 
the Russian capital, his 
comments came hours 
after the drones targeted 
several areas in southern 
and western Russia. 
Authorities closed the air-
space over St. Petersburg 
in response to what some 
reports said was a drone.

Also Tuesday, several 
Russian television 
stations aired a missile 

attack warning that offi-
cials blamed on a hacking 
attack.

The drone attacks 
on Monday night and 
Tuesday morning target-
ed regions inside Russia 
along the border with 
Ukraine and deeper into 
the country, according to 
local Russian authorities.

A drone fell near the 
village of Gubastovo, 100 
kilometers (60 miles) 

Culver’s 
buttering up 

to Sebring 
location

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Construction on a Culver’s 
restaurant in Sebring could start as soon 
as next month with the review of the site 
plan nearly complete.

Construction Journal, an online listing 
of construction projects, estimates a 
$1.3 million project cost for new Culver’s 
with the subcontractor bidding and the 
construction start expected in April.

City Administrator Scott Noethlich 
said the city has a full set of plans for the 
construction of the building for Culver’s 
at 2651 U.S. 27 South.

The site plan review is just about 
completed, he said.

“It would appear we will have a Culver’s 
locating here, but we are still in that 
process,” Noetlich said. The Building 
Department won’t issue a building permit 
until there is a “final” on the site plan, 
which includes the landscaping, where 
the stormwater features are going, and 
the parking layout and number of parking 
spaces, etc.

Noethlich said the site plan will 
through Central Florida Regional 
Planning Council and staff in the 
city’s Building and Planning & Zoning 
Departments.

It won’t require a rezone or anything of 
that nature so it shouldn’t require going 
before the Planning & Zoning Board 
nor the City Council, Noethlich said. “I 
think it has its proper zoning already. 
That parcel is already zoned C-1 so it 
has commercial zoning it is not going to 
need to before council for that particular 

At shift’s end

Steve Kempe logs 34 years with AP Fire Department

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Steve Kempe’s first 
shot at joining the Avon Park Park Fire 
Department turned out to be a missed 
opportunity on his part, but a year 
later his second chance turned out 
to be the charm leading to a 34-year 
career with the department.

Kempe started working Feb. 27, 
1989, and started his last 24-hour shift 
at 8 a.m. Monday, Feb. 27, 2023.

He was born in California, but his 
family moved to Brandon when he was 
6 months old. Then his family resided 
in the Sebring area when he was in 
fifth through seventh grades. Then it 
was back to Brandon.

He was going to the Tampa Fire 
Academy where he met a friend, 
Lonnie Shields, who one day spotted a 
newspaper advertisement for openings 
at the Avon Park Fire Department.

“We both had our certifications by 
then,” Kempe noted.

Kempe told Shields. “I know where 
Avon Park is.”

“Having lived in Sebring, I know 
exactly where Avon Park is,” he said.

As it turned out, they knew the 
“where,” but didn’t know the “when” in 
pursuit of the job opportunity.

“We ended up coming to the Avon 
Park Fire Department in 1988 and 
when we got there it was a Friday 
when we arrived and it was the 
previous Wednesday when we were 
supposed to be there,” Kempe said. 

“So we were late and we ended up not 
getting hired.”

Kempe remembers after learning 
of their lost opportunity it was time 
to get something to eat and then-fire 
chief Terry Feickert directed them to 
the Wild Turkey Tavern.

Back then, getting a job with a fire 
department was really hard as things 
weren’t expanding those days and 
new departments weren’t opening 
whereas now there is almost a need for 
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This plaque was presented to Steve Kempe upon his retirement from the Avon Park Fire 
Department.
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Avon Park Fire Department Captain Steve Kempe’s last day ended at 8 a.m. Tuesday before his 
retirement began. He worked his entire 34-year career with the Avon Park Fire Department.
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A Culver’s restaurant in Brooksville. A franchise 
group plans to build a Culver’s at 2651 U.S. 27 S., 
Sebring (north of Popeyes).

CULVERS | 8A

COURTESY/KEMPE FACEBOOK

Steve Kempe responds to a call at Avon Park 
Airport in 2016 as a lieutenant.
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