
Sumter students nominated as 

Presidential Scholars
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Are you a Pew Potato or a Pew 
Possessor?  Would definitions help 
you out?

Pew Potato – Church attender 
who comes every Sunday.  Closely 
related to a Couch Potato and a 
Pew Warmer.  But they do little in 
between Sundays. It’s like “give me 
a gold star” I came to church!  But 
when the church needs volunteers, 
you make a beeline to get out the 
door?  This term is used mainly for 
the under 60 years of age crowd, 
who are able bodied!

Pew Possessor – Pews do not 
have reserved seats! Please don’t 
tell a visitor it’s your seat and make 
them move! Great way to make sure 
they never come back.

Pew Research Center (pun not intended but it worked out kinda cool!) states that 14% 
of the 4,729 people surveyed cited the unfriendliness of the churches is why they do not 
go to church.  That’s 662 people who may not try church again!!

It’s Holiday time again.  Happy for some and sad for others.  Have you lost someone you 
loved last week, last month 20 years ago?  Wahoo is introducing the ministry GriefShare.  Two 
sessions called “Surviving the Holidays” in November & December.  If you are interested, 
email or call the church, and we’ll get back to you.  This is open to everyone; you do not 
have to attend or be a member at Wahoo.

Wahoo Church “The Church with a Difference” and no dress code is located at 4517 
CR319, Bushnell, CR48 just 4.5 miles west of I-75 in the big Wahoo curve.  352-793-6015. 
questions@wahoochurch.org.

Attention Church Goers

Pew Potatoes & Pew Possessors!
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New wheels for school 
resource officers

Oct. 7, Sumter County 
Sheriff’s Office presented its 
new school resource officer 
vehicles at the Wildwood 
Community Center in 
Wildwood. Each of the 
three vehicle is themed to 
its coordinating school’s 
colors and logos. From 
left, Sumter County School 
District Superintendent 
Rick Shirley, Deputy James 
Fowler (Wildwood Middle High School SRO) and Sheriff Bill Farmer. Photo: Ann Yager.

Harper Fuchs of The Villages Charter High 
School’s CTE Applied Engineering Academy.

Mea Kelley of South Sumter High School. 

Congratulations to the students of Sumter County Schools who have been nomi-
nated for the prestigious U.S. Presidential Scholars Program.

The two district nominees are Class of 2022 seniors Mea Kelley of South Sumter 
High School, for U.S. Presidential Academic Scholar; and Harper Fuchs of The Vil-
lages Charter High School’s CTE Applied Engineering Academy, for U.S. Presidential 
CTE Scholar.

The two, representing Sumter County Schools, next compete at the state-wide 
competition.

Nominees who were recognized at the school level are Shammayah Gibson, South 
Sumter High School, CTE Scholar; Marcus Philip Watson, The Villages Charter High 
School, Academic Scholar; and Wildwood Middle High School’s Carnyla Williams, 
Academic Scholar; and Andrea Martinez-Fender, CTE Scholar.

“These students represent the best of the best in Sumter County,” said Sumter 
County Schools representative Casey Ferguson.

2022 criterion for nominee selection was determined by the Federal Commission 
on Presidential Scholars. Students nominated for the Academic Recognition were 
chosen based on involvement and service to the community; leadership and charac-
ter; writing samples; academic achievements; and overcoming personal obstacles or 
barriers. CTE students were chosen based on academic rigor; technical competence; 
employability  skill attainment; ingenuity and creativity; and training in five sectors 
of the President’s Blueprint.

According to the U.S. Department of Education, “The U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program was established in 1964, by executive order of the President, to recognize 
and honor some of our nation’s most distinguished graduating high school seniors … 
Each year, up to 161 students are named as Presidential Scholars, one of the nation’s 
highest honors for high school students.”


