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IN BRIEF
Deadline extended 
for rental assistance 
program

Polk County reports 
second rabies case

Polk County’s Rental and Utilities Assistance 
program application deadline has been 
extended to Aug. 13.

The Board of County Commissioners 
allocated $17 million for the program 
earlier this year and the county began taking 
applications June 1. The application deadline 
had been set for Aug. 3 but was extended to 
give those who need it more time to apply.

This funding can provide up to $12,000 
in assistance directly to landlords, property 
management and utility companies on behalf 
of qualifying Polk County residents.

Applicants must be delinquent on rent or 
utilities at the time of their application. Funds 
are offered on a first-come, first-served basis 
until the allocation is gone.

Information about income restrictions, 
the paperwork required to apply, and other 
program eligibility requirements can be found 
on the county website at  www.polk-county.
net/covid-19/rental-and-utilities-assistance-
program.

A fox that was being aggressive and trying to 
attack six barn cats, four horses, and two cows 
at a Polk City property has been confirmed to 
have been infected with rabies.

The owner of the animals saw the fox 
snapping at her cats in her barn on July 21 
and killed it.

The Polk County Sheriff ’s Office Animal 
Control responded to collect the fox, and it 
was sent to the state laboratory in Tampa for 
testing.

On July 23, the results of the test confirmed 
that the fox was infected with rabies.

The woman’s animals are not currently 
vaccinated for rabies. They will be quarantined 
for possible exposure.

This is Polk County’s second case of rabies 
in 2021. The previous case involved a raccoon 
last month, also in the Polk City area. 

PHOTO BY CHARLES A BAKER III. Drake Arnold puts some 
finishing touches on a new mural at Snively Elementary in 
Eloise. Staff are searching for artists to paint more murals 
in the school this year. For full story see PAGE 4.

WH teen gets recognition from President Biden
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

cbaker@d-r.media

Winter Haven resident and recent 
Lake Wales High School graduate 
Zachary Kirkland was recently 
awarded The President’s Volunteer 
Service Award by President Joe 
Biden.

“The American story depends not 
on any one of us, not on some of 
us, but on all of us,” Biden wrote. “I 
congratulate you on taking it upon 
yourself to contribute to the public 
good, and I’m proud to present you 
with the President’s Gold Volunteer 
Service award in recognition of your 
500+ hours of service to this Great 
Nation.”

Zachary founded Silly Sock 
Saturdays when he was in the 
eighth grade at Bok Academy in 
Lake Wales. On the second Saturday 
of every month since then, Zachary 
has traveled to the pediatric unit at 
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Watching world class 
wakeboarding in 
Winter Haven
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

cbaker@d-r.media

Lake Alfred resident and World Wake 
Association Founder / President Shannon Starling 
hosted the WWA national championships on 
Lake Silver in Winter Haven July 28-31.

Starling and WWA staff host events all over the 
world. They recently got back to work after more 
than a year of pandemic-related social distancing.

Athletes from around the world competed 
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Lakeland Regional Medical Center 
to bring gift bags to hospitalized 
children.

Jillian Haley has been a pediatric 
child life specialist at LRMC for the 

past eight years. Haley, who described 
her job as a pediatric grief counselor, 
said when children need surgery they 
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Lakeland Regional Medical Center Pediatric Child Life Specialist 
Jillian Haley said Silly Sock Saturdays founder and Winter Haven 
resident Zachary Kirkland has helped to lift the spirits of hundreds 
of hospitalized children over the years. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. BAKER III
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WELL BEING
Healthy Living in Polk County

Caregiver 
         Appreciation

Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the world. 
For, indeed, that’s all who ever have.   ~Margaret Mead

Check out the August 
edition of Well 

Being: Healthy Living 
in Polk County.
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We are open!!! Tues-Thurs 11:30am-8pm
Fri & Sat 11:30am-9pm • Closed Sun & Mon

863-676-6361 • 802 Henry St., Lake Wales, FL 33853 • www.CrazyFishLakeWales.com

BAR AND GRILL
LAKE WALES, FL

Patio is open! 

Come enjoy the 

sunshine!!!


