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Community gathers to remember
well-known security guard

WINTER HAVEN 
— Memb ers  of  the 
community gathered 
last week for a memorial 
s e r v i c e  f o r  S t e v e n 
Michael Culpepper, a 
well-known security 
guard at Old Man Frank’s 
restaurant.

Above, Wayne Watson 
and Zach Oliver release a 
sky lantern following the 
service for Culpepper, 
who died in late July. 

The service was held at the home of Melanie Brown, the owner of Melanie’s 
Cutting Edge salon, who was engaged to marry Culpepper. In the second photo, 
Brown is comforted by her mother during the memorial service for her former 
fiance.

For more photos, visit www.winterhavensun.com.

Words and photos by Charles A. Baker III
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Winter Haven’s ‘One 
Water’ initiative taking 

shape
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

WINTER HAVEN – On Aug. 10, the City of Winter 
Haven took another step toward self-funding its own 
plan to ensure future water supplies are sufficient, 
giving city staff approval to borrow $1.5 million to 
study a plan different from that of the Polk Regional 
Water Cooperative.

Already, as a member of the PRWC, the City of 
Winter Haven and every other municipality in the 
county —with the exception of Frostproof — have 
helped to pay for a $23 million feasibility study to 
determine whether it is possible to build two Lower 
Floridan Aquifer (LFA) desalination plants in Polk 
County.

Contractors have determined that it is possible to 
remove salt water from the LFA under Polk County, to 
purify it using reverse osmosis and pump it out to all 
of the cities. However, concerns have arisen that this 
project could cost as much as $1 billion to build the 

By CHRIS MAYER
Contributing Writer

When the Florida High School Athletic Association’s 
Board of Directors holds a much-anticipated meeting 
later this week at a hotel in Gainesville, a total of five 
months will have passed without sanctioned athletic 
competition.

The latest meeting, which is scheduled for Friday, 
Aug. 14, inside the Best Western Gateway Grand, 
marks the third time the FHSAA Board of Directors 
has convened since late July. 

FHSAA meeting could 
decide way forward for 

high school sports
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