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SEBRING — Sun ‘N 
Lake supervisors want to 
sign an interlocal agree-
ment with Highlands 
County Government 
to clear debris if there’s 
another major hurricane.

However, they have 
learned there might be 

some changes to the 
agreement, given that 
certain municipalities 
may still have concerns 
and that certain details 
of the agreement might 
change.

That said, they voted 
to table the matter on 
Friday rather than sign 
the agreement, at least for 
now. They still have time: 

The current agreement 
comes up for renewal on 
Sept. 11 — which coin-
cides with the day after 
Hurricane Irma struck on 
Sept. 10, 2017.

Sun ‘N Lake Special 
Improvement District 
had its share of damage 
from the storm, including 
the blowout of a water 
retention structure and 

damage to the waste-
water treatment plant 
from fallen trees, costing 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in repairs. Cities 
still had piles of debris 
well into the summer 
of 2018 and it was 
almost two years later 
that Highlands County 
started seeing reimburse-
ment from the Federal 

Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) for 
the cost of picking up, 
hauling and processing 
vegetation and building 
rubble.

The initial debris 
tally from that storm, 
as of December 2017, 
equaled approximately 
900,000 cubic yards. 
It was expected to get 

up to 1 million cubic 
yards with a price tag of 
$13.5 million.

One surprise for people 
was not that it took two 
years to get reimbursed, 
but that it didn’t take 
longer than that.

Last year, County 
Engineer Clinton 

Supervisors hold on debris agreement
Waiting for final version

STAFF REPORT

When Florida became the first state 
in the country to change to a weekly 
reporting method for COVID-19, the 
state changed more than when cases 
are reported. It also changed the way 
deaths are counted, switching to date 
of death reporting, as opposed to 
waiting for the death to be a con-
firmed COVID death.

The Florida Department of Health’s 
first weekly report came out on June 
4 and showed the state with 36,985 
deaths. The latest report, which was 
released June 11, showed the state 
with 40 new deaths during the week, 
but the total number of deaths on the 
report was 37,265, which is an in-
crease of 280 from the previous week.

When a COVID death occurs, it 
can take weeks or months for it to be 
counted, which is known as the death 
reporting lag. This can occur for 
many different reasons, ranging from 
waiting for corner’s reports to review-
ing records to cases getting lost in the 
shuffle. But it does make it difficult 
to track current numbers, as many 
deaths that are just reported occurred 
much earlier.

On June 7, Wisconsin reported 17 
COVID deaths. But just one of them 
was from the previous two weeks, 
with most of them occurring in 
January and one happened in July, 
2020. Houston, which keeps tabs of 
its own numbers, did something sim-
ilar the following day when the city 
reported seven deaths, of which five 
occurred in May, with the other two 
taking place in January and February.

California, which has a built-in 
delay in reporting its death numbers, 
reported an average of 66.3 deaths 
May 1-15, but the same days show 
18.5 deaths per day when looking at it 
from a date of death perspective.

While listing deaths by when they 
are reported as COVID deaths has 
its flaws, the date of death reporting 
isn’t going to be completely accurate, 
either. A death which occurs several 
days before a state report is released 
may not have time to be counted, so 
the actual number of deaths is likely 
to be higher than is being reported.

The other big change for Florida by 
switching to a weekly reporting meth-
od was the removal of non-resident 
data, even for those who spend half 
of their time in the Sunshine State, 
as more than 43,500 cases and 744 
deaths were removed from the data.

Friday’s FDOH COVID report did 
show the state reverse a downward 
vaccination trend, as it ended a 
nine-week downward trend in the 
number of vaccines given in the state. 
It was a small increase, from 411,222 
to 413,880 and nearly 1 million doses 
than were given in early April.

Florida ranks No. 23 out of the 50 
states and the District of Columbia 
in percentage of population to have 
received one vaccine dose and No. 28 
in terms of the percentage of popula-
tion that is fully vaccinated.

Florida’s downward trend mirrors 
what’s being seen in the United 
States, as the CDC is reporting an 
average of 1.12 million vaccines 
given per day, which is well below the 
3.37 million average that was seen 
two months ago. THE CDC says the 
U.S. will have to maintain its current 
vaccination rate for five months to 
have the target 75% of the population 
vaccinated.

Florida’s COVID 
death reporting 
sees big change
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SEBRING — With four 
years since the last hurri-
cane hit Highlands County, 
and a year of having to avoid 
face-to-face meetings, local 
radio operators have still 
kept training.

Emergency Management 
still relies on volunteers 
from the Highlands County 
Amateur Radio Club to 

run radio contact stations 
at shelters and other key 
locations, as needed, when 
other means of communi-
cation fail. Members had a 
portion of the main booth at 
this year’s Hurricane Expo at 
Lakeshore Mall.

Brad Haag, club president 
and call sign KM4VRU, said 
the club members have 
spent the last year train-
ing in private because of 
COVID-19 but have begun 

having field training days 
again. Each year, the opera-
tors run shortwave radios at 
the Emergency Operations 
Center and have members 
of the Amateur Radio 
Emergency System (ARES) 
stationed at shelters with 
their own radios.

One of the largest in 
recent years came in June 
2018, the next summer 
after Hurricane Irma. ARES 
operators spent two days 

joining up with roughly 
40,000 operators across the 
nation to practice getting set 
up quickly and contacting 
as many other operators as 
possible to provide a lifeline.

A shortwave transmitter 
can reach both local and 
global audiences, which 
makes it a reliable platform 
for communication in most 
circumstances. In an article 

ARES getting ready for hurricanes
Radio operators training for disasters

By SHARON WEATHERHEAD
CORRESPONDENT

AVON PARK — Southside 
Veterans Gardens, at the 
corner of Verona and Calvin 
Porter Avenues in Avon Park, 
was the site of the NAACP 
Flag Day Observance. The 
event was hosted by the 
Highlands County NAACP 
Veterans Affairs Committee.

The park was dedicated 
in 2008 and has a plaque 
which reads, “This garden 
is dedicated to the men 
and women of the military 
who have valiantly served 
and those that continue 
to serve the United States 
of America.” It was spon-
sored by The Southside 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency Advisory Committee.

Although it was a warm 
day, the park offered a nice 
pergola, tree-shaded areas 
and benches. Bonita Sykes, 
Annette Davis and Diana 
Moss were grilling up some 
hot dogs for the veterans 
and guests to enjoy.

“My husband, Herbert, 
was in the Navy, so I was a 
veteran’s wife,” said Sykes. 
“He’s also the pastor at 
Carolina Avenue Church of 
Christ. Annette and Diana 
are members of our con-
gregation here to help and 
support our veterans.”

“My daughter, 
Annquinetta, is a Navy veter-
an and also graduated from 
Avon Park High School,” said 
Moss.

Al Nolton is the Highlands 
County NAACP Chairman of 
Veterans Affairs. “The reason 
we’re here today is our vet-
erans. We’ve always held our 
annual Veterans breakfast, 
but was unable to do so last 
year due to COVID.

“Our veterans needed a 
break, a reason to get out. 
It’s a good feeling seeing 
them here, having a good 
time with each other. We’ve 
all been so closed in, this is 
really a great day.”

Each veteran received 

NAACP holds Flag Day Observance
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From left; Beverley Nolton, Pat Henderson, Angel Wiggins, Tammie Meeks, Brenda Gray and Al Nolton.
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U.S. Army veterans Ron Johnson and Art Williams.
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