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Governor Ron DeSantis said on Monday that the city of 
Winter Haven would receive $9 million in awards for road 
improvements at the Intermodal Logistics Center. 
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Governor awards over $9 million to Winter 
Haven for job growth, transportation

Governor Ron DeSantis said on Monday that the city of 
Winter Haven would receive $9 million in awards for road 
improvements at the Intermodal Logistics Center. 

The Florida Job Growth Grant Fund, administered 
through the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
(DEO), is providing $6.4 million, with the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) providing an 
additional $3 million, for road construction to improve 
access to over 1,200 acres of industrial land, attract new 
businesses and generate nearly 5,000 jobs over the next 
several years.

“Winter Haven is a great and fast-growing community, 
and we understand to keep this area growing, it needs strong 
infrastructure,” said Governor Ron DeSantis. “Today, I was 
proud to award more than $9 million to Winter Haven 
to make road improvements to the Intermodal Logistics 
Center, attracting businesses and creating new jobs for 
the community. Today’s announcement builds upon the 
$60 million in investments we have already made in Polk 
County in 2021, because we know this area will help drive 

Lauren Jensen
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Editor’s note:  This is 

the fourth installment of 

a five-part series on the 

Winter Haven Chamber 

of Commerce’s 2021 Polk 

Emerging Leaders.

B y  E L I Z A B E T H 

MORRISEY

Contributing Writer

Lauren Jensen, a local 

lawyer, was recently named 

one of Polk’s Emerging 

Leaders by the Greater 

Winter Haven Chamber of 

Commerce.

Leaders of the Pack
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By HAL WILKINSON
Contributing Writer

The Winter Haven Toastmasters Club recently 
celebrated its 25th year. One would expect an event 
with entertainment, social interaction, music,= and 
a normal party. 

However, the Winter Haven Toastmasters, (TM) 
took it to a new level, with a special event, featuring 
three of their top speakers, Cathy Hoar, Donna 
Nordby, and Marlene Darby. 

Hoar’s presentation for the anniversary was a 

The Winter Haven 
Toastmasters Club 
celebrates 25th year 
anniversary

Eloise Loop Road 
closed through end 
of October

Circle B Bar Reserve 
trails reopen

A water, wastewater and fiber-optic 
boring project by the city of Winter 
Haven will keep Eloise Loop Road 
closed to through traffic between Eagle 
Lake Loop Road and Rifle Range Road 
until Friday, Oct. 29. Due to unexpected 
subsoil  conditions and repeated 
mechanical interruptions, the city’s 
contractor was granted an extension 
until the end of the month to finish the 
multiple mile-long bores and restore 
the roadway. Closing Eloise Loop Road 
remains necessary because over-sized 
boring equipment intrudes into travel 
lanes, which creates safety concerns for 
workers and traffic alike.

 Local residential access will be 
maintained, but through traffic will 
detour along Rifle Range Road and Eagle 
Lake Loop Road to bypass work zone.  
For more details, contact Bill Skelton 
with the Polk County Roads & Drainage 
Division at 863-535-2200.

The partially closed trails at Circle B 
Bar Reserve have been reopened to the 
public.

Portions of Alligator Alley and Marsh 
Rabbit Run trails were temporarily closed 
earlier this year due to management 
activities and annual wildlife nesting 
season.

 For more information on Circle B 
and Polk County’s Environmental Lands 
Program, go to www.polknature.com.
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Every dollar 
counts as a vote. 

Benefi ts  the 
Patients of Central 

Florida Speech & 
Hearing Center

2021 Mr. Central Florida

HTTPS://SECURE.QGIV.COM/EVENT/MCF2021/LEADERBOARD/

Ricky Peacock

Aug. 9, 2021 - 
Oct. 28, 2021

BENEFITING THE PATIENTS OF CENTRAL FLORIDA SPEECH & HEARING CENTER

October 28, 2021 at CMX Cinemas Lakeside

our state now and into the future. While there are worrying 
trends on the national level, we are going to keep doing our job 
in Florida and we will continue to capitalize on Florida’s strong 
economic momentum.”


