
IN BRIEF Doing God’s work by plane
By ANITA TODD
Contributing Writer

God has a message for us – a few 

as a matter of fact, according to Jerry 

Stevens. And, to get those messages to 

us, God is using a conduit other than 

the Bible. About 20 years ago, God 

recruited Jerry - a pilot who, until then 

had flown just for fun - to help do His 

work in a big way, literally. 

Stevens said the story isn’t about 

him. The story is about God and 

Stevens is only the messenger - a go-

between who God chose to write His 

love letters in the sky. 

Through a series of signs from God 

two decades ago, Stevens realized he 

was being called by God to skywrite. 

Back then, he had just sold his 

airplane after becoming bored with 
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Winter Haven Chain of 
Lakes ‘are healthy’
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

cbaker@d-r.media

More than half of the Winter Haven Chain 

of Lakes still do not meet Florida regulatory 

impairment guidelines for water quality but 

city staff have been hard at work correcting that 

problem over the past several years.

“Although some of our lakes do not meet 

all state defined impairment guidelines, it is 

important to note that several of our lakes 

are exhibiting positive trends that suggest 

they are improving and have the potential to 

meet regulatory guidelines in the near future,” 

according to the 2020 Annual Lakes Report. “Of 
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flying vowing to never own another 

one. A pilot since he was just 16-years 

old, he had owned about 25 planes 
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We are open!!! Tues-Thurs 11:30am-8pm
Fri & Sat 11:30am-9pm • Closed Sun & Mon

863-676-6361 • 802 Henry St., Lake Wales, FL 33853 • www.CrazyFishLakeWales.com

BAR AND GRILL
LAKE WALES, FL

Patio is open! 

Come enjoy the 

sunshine!!!
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By ANITA TODD
Contributing Writer

Clayton Tyler has been 
creating good meals for folks 
most of his life. He’s the owner 
of The Smokin’ OX Premium 

BBQ restaurant that recently 
opened in town to high praise. 

Customers love the food 
and feel of the new eatery, and 
Tyler said he’s not surprised 
because he’s been making 

Smokin’ OX owner sharing his 
love of barbecue

Sheriff: Vaccinate 
your pet against 
rabies
Page 5

Featured homes 
sold in Polk
Page 12

Collecting junk 
instead of going to 
jail
Page 13

Davenport Fire 
Dept. keeps on 
trucking
Page 15

Day Trip 
Adventures: Hang 
gliding across the 
sky
Page 18

We’re Hiring!

Contact Us
DR Media is growing and we want to talk to you.
Send resume to kedwards@d-r.media

Updated COVID-19 
safety protocol in 
place at Polk County 
Courthouse

Section 8 housing 

may be demolished 

in WH

Due to the increased number of COVID-19 

cases and new guidelines from the CDC, Judge 

Ellen Masters, chief judge of the 10th Judicial 

Circuit, issued an administrative order on 

Aug. 2. The order updates health and safety 

guidelines in the Polk County Courthouse.

 

What's New:
•  Masks must be worn in all public spaces 

within the courthouse and as you enter and 

exit the building.

• Masks are required for in-person court 

proceedings, including jury.

• Social distancing is not required but 

strongly encouraged.

• Remote proceedings are not required but 

are strongly encouraged, whenever possible.

On Aug 3, Winter Haven Planning Manager 

Sean Byers said an application for state and 

federal funding to demolish a subsidized 

housing complex in the Florence Villa 

neighborhood may get approved.

If it does the 60-unit Hillcrest Reserve 

Section 8 complex on Avenue Y NE would 

get demolished and a brand new 120-unit 

complex be built in its' place.

The Florida Housing Corporation tax 

credit grant application is a partnership of 

the Winter Haven Housing Authority and the 

Pantheon Development Group – whose staff is 

also working on the Grove Manor subsidized 

housing complex in Lake Wales.

-Charles A. Baker III


