
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 102 | NO. 186 | $1.00      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Monday, July 5, 2021

Sports ............................ B1
TV Listings ....................... A7

Classifieds ......................B4-6
Comics ....................... B7-10
Lottery ........................... A2

Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .......................... A8

Good morning To
Robert Sprague

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

Tanglewood shows its patriotic side

By SHARON WEATHERHEAD
CORRESPONDENT

SEBRING — Tanglewood held its annual golf cart 
parade early Saturday morning. The sun was out and the 
weather was clear. About 25 carts decorated in the red, 
white and blue of patriotic spirit lined up outside the 
clubhouse.

“We’re so happy to have such nice weather this morn-
ing for the parade as well as a nice turnout,” said Donna 
Scorse, one of the safety volunteers for the parade. 
“We’re going to go all through the park on almost every 
street to share the spirit of our independence.”

Gary and Janice Briggs were in line for the parade. 
“This is our first golf cart parade. We’re very excited and 
just moved here in April of 2021.”

Jan Potter brought her dog Fluffy, who was decked 
out in a red, white and blue neckerchief. Rich and Kelly 
Paller brought their cute little granddaughter, Cora.

“I’m so excited to be here in the parade,” said June 
George. “Mother Nature is cooperating so far!”

“It’s great to celebrate our independence as that’s 
what today all is about. We all need to remember that,” 
said Charlene High.

High’s daughter, Elizabeth Kelly, said, “I think this is so SHARON WEATHERHEAD/CORRESPONDENT

Janice and Gary Briggs.
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Jean Ferrell, left, and June George at the Tanglewood golf cart parade.

By John Guerra
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — People 
know it’s cool to help the 
homeless, but it’s also 
nice to help keep food 
cool for the folks that 
need it.

Members of Sebring 
Elks Lodge 1529 did just 
that on Saturday when 
they donated a new 
Frigidaire refrigerator to 
Hands for the Homeless 

in Avon Park. The Lodge 
also presented the group 
grants totaling $4,000 for 
food and other supplies 
for the nonprofit to pass 
on to the poor.

The Avon Park non-
profit, founded four years 
ago by Jane Breylinger 
and other volunteers, 
offers food, clothing, and 
other services for not just 
homeless people, but also 
working poor who can’t 
afford food for themselves 

or their children once the 
rent is paid.

At night, when the 
regular Hands for 
Homeless food bank at 
7 Jim Rodgers Ave., is 
closed, hungry people 
can reach into a fridge 
just outside the building 
and grab something to 
eat. But heat and weather 
quickly ages the ice boxes 
to the point where they 
don’t work anymore.

“Your gift is huge,” 

Breylinger told the Elks, 
who gathered at the cen-
ter for a noon, Saturday 
refrigerator ribbon-cut-
ting. She told them

“Just being able to have 
a brand new thing that 
we don’t have to worry 
about going bad is a gift,” 
she told Wainetta Homes, 
the Exalted Ruler of the 
Lodge. “We don’t have 
to worry about someone 

Homeless can grab food from Elks-donated fridge
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Hands for Homeless volunteers Joyce Cipilone and Mike Andreae 
show off the new community refrigerator the Elks Lodge 1529 
donated to the nonprofit Saturday. The new fridge will provide 
late-night access to food for hungry folks. The Elks also donated 
$4,000 in grants to the nonprofit.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The School Board of 
Highlands County needs bus drivers as the 
Transportation Department looks to restore 
bus routes that were cut last year when 
more students were learning online from 
home.

District Transportation Director Willie 
Hills said Friday, “We need a lot of bus 
drivers.”

Students are transported from the far 
end of the county line at all four corners 
including going down to Venus, and the 
Okeechobee, Hardee and Polk county lines, 
he noted.

“We try to minimize the amount of time 
students are on the bus,” Hills said. “Our 
goal is to get 90 to 95 bus routes going 
again. Last year because of the number 
of students in virtual school we ended up 
cutting down to about 88 routes. But, I 
want to open up those other routes just in 
case we have more students.”

The additional routes will help alleviate 
the congestion on the buses and the time 
the students are on the buses as well, he 
said.

“We need about 15 drivers right now to 
open up those other routes,” he said. But, 
he has enough bus attendants, including 
three who are currently in training, which 
will fill all the vacant positions for bus 
attendants.

Last year there was one death of a bus 
operator due to COVID-19 and two took off 
the year due to the pandemic, Hills said.

“But, my staff really did great with 
COVID. They came in and they served the 
students and they served the community,” 
he said. “I am very proud of them. I am 
proud of the work they put in, keeping 
those buses sanitized and clean and 
keeping them on the road and keeping 
everybody safe while they were travelling 
on the routes.”

There are more school buses than usual 
in operation during the summer due to 
the expanded summer school programs to 
help students close the learning gaps due 
to the challenges of the pandemic.

For more information about the bus 
operator positions, call 863-471-5764 and 
ask for Toby Cribbs, operations manager, or 
Willie Hills.

“We would be more than happy to walk 
them through the process and get them 
in a training class once they are approved 
through HR [Human Resources],” Hills 
said.

Also, the bus pass/tracking system has 
been upgraded with a keypad that students 
can use to enter their student ID number if 

District seeks 

school bus drivers

Transportation 
Department looks to 
restore the routes cut 
due to the pandemic
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The School Board of Highlands County needs bus 
operators for the upcoming school year.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Supervisors 
for Sun ‘N Lake Special 
Improvement District have 
opted to keep their com-
pensation where it is.

However, they have 
agreed to look at raising 
assessments from 1.5% to as 
much as 4%.

Financial Officer Omar 
DeJesus told supervisors 
that Fiscal Year 2021-22 will 
have a shortfall of $242,950 
in the General Fund and 
$442,495 in the Golf Fund, 

but will have a net balance 
of $789,775 in the Utility 
Fund. He’s proposed bal-
ancing the other funds with 
the utility surplus.

As proposed, the District’s 
budget has a total deficit of 
$2.85 million, which doesn’t 
include grant funding. It’s 
a $13.2 million budget, 
with projected revenues at 
$10.4 million.

DeJesus hopes to have 
the General Fund provide 
for district and golf services 
and get State Revolving 

SNL supervisors to leave 
compensation ‘as-is’

COURTESY GRAPHIC/SUN ‘N LAKE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT

A graph of the proposed 2021-22 budget for Sun ‘N Lake of Sebring 
shows the changes between two different versions of the budget, as 
presented to the Board of Supervisors, although not all of the funds 
have been examined yet. The July 30 meeting is expected to have all 
aspects of the District finances in front of the Board.

BUS | 2A LEAVE | 2A

SHOW | 2A

FOOD | 2A


