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‘Zombie’ storm fizzles out ... again
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Finally, the 
tropics are relatively quiet. Texas 
is still cleaning up and bailing 
out from major fl ooding from 
Post-Tropical Cyclone Beta. It 
continues to soak everything 
in its path, including the 
lower Mississippi River Valley. 
Meanwhile, Post-Tropical 
Cyclone Teddy is near the 
southeast coast of Nova Scotia. 
In addition, the “Zombie” Post-
Tropical Cyclone Paulette was 
expected to fi zzle out again, per 

Meteorologist John McMichael 
of National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA).

On Tuesday the remnants of 
Paulette reorganized once more 
to become a tropical storm. 
Given the world’s obsession with 
all things weird and the year, 
it was not surprising to hear 
professional meteorologists 
calling TS Paulette a zombie. 
As of Wednesday morning, 
McMichael said Paulette had 
winds of 40 mph and was about 
445 miles from the Azores 
moving ENE.

As a hurricane, Paulette made 
landfall in Bermuda on Sept. 14. 
Before she left the island, she 
strengthened into a Category 2 
hurricane before losing strength.

TS Paulette’s zombie reign was 
short lived and by Wednesday 
morning she was losing the will 
to survive and was back to being 
a post-tropical cyclone and was 
expected to further weaken 
into a remnant low by late 
Wednesday or Thursday.

It is not unheard of for 
disturbances to dissipate into 
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The “zombie” storm, also known as Paulette, is not a concern, according to 
this NOAA graphic.

Highlands has another COVID-19 death reported
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After 23 new cases were 
reported on Tuesday, Highlands County 
had seven new COVID-19 cases and one 
more death in the Wednesday update 
from the Florida Department of Health 
for a total of 2,111 cases and 82 deaths.

Statewide, there were 2,590 new virus 
cases for a total of 690,499 and 202 addi-
tional resident deaths for a total of 13,618 
Florida resident deaths over the course of 
the pandemic.

Statewide previous day testing results 
show a positivity rate of 5.28% with 
Highlands at 5.19%.

After two days of no new cases, DeSoto 
County had only one new case in the 
Wednesday update for a positivity rate of 
1.72%. Hendry County also had no new 
cases for two consecutive days, but had 

fi ve new cases reported on Wednesday for 
a positivity rate of 11.11%.

Hardee County had seven new cases for 
a positivity rate of 11.29%. Okeechobee 
had 14 new cases for a positivity rate of 
11.57% and Glades County had seven 
new virus cases for a positivity rate of 
43.75%.

Around the state, Calhoun, Gilchrist 
and Gulf counties had no new cases.

There were six counties with triple-digit 
increases of COVID-19 cases: Broward — 
217, Dade — 377, Duval — 144, Orange — 
181, Palm Beach — 143 and Polk — 116.

Nationwide, there have been 6,911,844 
cases with 201,253 deaths.

California has the most COVID-19 
cases of any state with 793,825, Texas is 
second with 741,663 and Florida is third 
with 690,499 cases followed by New York 
with 451,892. But, New York has the most 
deaths with 33,090.

Wyoming has had the fewest number 
of cases in the nation with 5,016 and the 
second lowest number of deaths with 50.

Alaska has had the lowest number of 
COVID-19 deaths in the nation with 45.

Worldwide, there have been 
31,713,913 cases and 972,895 deaths 
due to COVID-19, according to Florida’s 
COVID-19 Data and Surveillance 
Dashboard.

38 resets 
taken from

AP grove
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Crime scene tape and 
several offi cers conducting an investi-
gation caused eyebrows of passersby to 
raise as they drove along Truck Route 17A 
near East Winthrop Street on Tuesday 
morning. Many took to social media to 
fi nd out what happened, but there were 
no answers.

According to the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, an agricultural theft was 
to blame. At 8:37 a.m., HCSO was alerted 
to the theft of young orange trees at a 
nearby grove. The 38 resets are valued 
at $35 per tree, totaling $1,330. Offi cials 
said the crime scene tape was probably 
used to keep people out of the area and 
possibly to protect tire tracks or evidence.

According to the HCSO, the tree theft 
is not usual and when there is a theft on 
a ranch or farm, it is tractors and other 
machinery that usually is taken.

“People stealing trees is not a common 
thing, but it does happen occasionally,” 
said Scott Dressel, HCSO public informa-
tion offi cer. “We don’t take theft from our 
agricultural community lightly and will 
investigate this thoroughly.”

If anyone has information on the case, 
call Detective Fred Tagtmeier at 863-402-
7440. Tips can be left anonymously on 
the HCSO app or by calling Heartland 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-8477.

Duke completes Sally repairs

Sebring crews home, prepping for next one
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Duke Energy Florida 
crews sent from South Central Florida 
completed their repair tour of the 
Panhandle over the weekend, and 
have returned home.

Experienced line workers like Bruce 
Hardy, a supervisor at the Highlands 
Operations Center in Sebring, spent 
Tuesday resting, as required after a 
deployment. Hardy told the Highlands 
News-Sun on Wednesday that it’s 
something he and a lot of other expe-
rienced power line crews have done 
many times before, and something 
they do any time power goes out.

Central Florida has seen power 
outages a lot of times, and not just 
from hurricanes.

Ana Gibbs, with corporate commu-
nications for Duke Energy, said more 
than 220 Duke Energy Florida crews 
and contractors from across the state 
went to support Gulf Power. Gulf 
Power serves approximately 457,000 
customers in the Panhandle, and 
Hurricane Sally knocked out power to 
approximately half of them.

By the time Duke Energy Florida 
crews started home Monday, 98% of 

Gulf Power customers had their power 
restored, Gibbs said.

“This is what we do here in Florida,” 
Hardy said, given the frequency of 
afternoon thunderstorms and tempo-
rary power interruptions all over the 
area. “It’s not always to the magnitude 
of a hurricane.”

Of course, sometimes it has been.

Prior experience
With 28 years experience, nine as 

a lineman and 10 as a supervisor, 
Hardy said he’s seen power companies 
change owners while he stayed in the 
same place.

Prior to Hurricane Charley in 2004, 
he’d been on seven deployments for 
hurricanes and ice storms. Since then, 
he’s been on fi ve: two ice storms in the 
Carolinas and the rest were hurricanes.

“After you go to so many, you lose 
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A fl eet of Duke Energy Florida crews line Perdido Key Drive on Saturday to restore power to the coastal community of Perdido Key after Hurri-
cane Sally.
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A Gulf Power customer, thankful to see power 
restored to her community, waves a hand-
made thank-you sign to Duke Energy Florida 
crews as they work in her neighborhood.

“This is what we do 
here in Florida.”

Bruce Hardy, supervisor at Duke Energy Florida’s 

Highlands Operations Center in Sebring
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A farmer in the area of East Winthrop Street had 
38 orange trees stolen Tuesday morning.


