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It’s a good time to think about what you or your family need(s) in your 
life.  How about Christianity?  If you are just seeking the truth, come visit 
us and see what you think.  No perfect people are allowed because you mess 
with our synergy!

We promise we will not drag you into a tub of water and try to baptize 
you!  We promise lightning will not strike you when you walk in the sanctu-

ary.  And we promise no judgment and no legalism.  Legalism is man-made rules – not God’s rules.
Wahoo has 2 services.  Choose which one fits you.  We have a 10:15 service with contemporary 

music.  And you are out by 11:30 so you can beat all the other church goers to lunch!
We have an 8:00 a.m. service with a blended mix of music that does include hymns.
And we have small groups that meet from 9:15 until 10:00.
Check out our Wahoo Facebook to get to know us a bit https://www.facebook.com/profile.

php?id=100069960012450
Sunday night Bible studies for men and women resume 5:00 p.m. January 22, 2023. 
Wahoo’s Dress Code – Jeans, T-Shirts, Tattoos welcome!  Special parking for visitors.  And if you 

like what you experience and want more information, when that 2nd service is over come back behind 
the sanctuary to the Resource Center and we’ll be glad to speak with you.

Wahoo Church, 4517 CR319, Bushnell, FL.  352-793-6015.  Exit 314 for Bushnell on I-75, go west 
about 4 miles and we’re in the big Wahoo Curve! www.wahoochurch.org or office@wahoochurch.org 

Wahoo Church. Try Us!!  You Might Like Us!

Article provided by Wahoo ChurchArticle provided by Wahoo Church

By Brenda Locklear

“In the spirit of Martin 
Luther King, our tradition 
here is to start with a prayer 
and then we send you off 
blessed,” said event coordi-
nator Beverly Steele as the 
crowd gathered in a circle, 
preparing for the morn-
ing Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. parade and march 
through Royal.

The march was the start 
of a morning filled with 
music, speakers, honoring 
residents and prayer. The 
event is hosted by the Young 
Performing Artists (YPAs) 
– an organization founded 
by Steele and her husband, 
Cliff Hughes, to promote the 
talent of Sumter youth.

Minister Louis Floyd led 
the pre-march prayer, speak-
ing of Joshua and the Prom-
ised Land from the Holy 
Bible, bringing in the chil-
dren attending the event and 
paralleling them to God’s 
promise to the children of 
Israel.

S e v e r a l  p o s t hu m o u s 
awards were given to honor 
those who had served the 
Royal community over the 
years. 

Ronneisha Parris, 20, and 
a native of Royal, served as 

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held, during Royal’s annual MLK, Jr. event. The ribbon cutting was to celebrate a new 
tree and four shrubs placed as the beginning of Royal’s beautification project. Steele (center) and project coordinator 
and volunteer, Marilyn Shield (directly right)

A Royal 
Celebration

guest speaker. Parris focused 
on the “safe space” of Royal 
– its descendants and her 
ancestors; the importance of 
the community in their lives 
and God and her faith.

She also issued a call of 
action to her generation, ask-
ing if they are as passionate 
about their community as 
some of the things they rally 
for on social media.

Coordinators introduced 
the Beautification Project of 
Royal, with a ribbon cutting 
hosted by the Sumter County 
Chamber of Commerce. The 
focus of the ribbon cutting 
was on a tree, surrounded 
by four shrubs – all planted 
recently at the center.

Steele noted the beauti-
fication project had been 
in the making for a while, 
but just coming to fruition. 
With humor, she quoted her 
grandmother who would 
suggest taking that ‘stewpot’ 
“… put it on the backburner 
and let it simmer.”

Steele is hoping that res-
idents will plant one of the 
trees, a cassia, in their yards, 
with four purple flowering 
shrubs around them – the 
tree will bloom yellow-gold. 
She would like to see that 
become a standard, with 

the gold and purple colors, 
from their former school, 
representing Royal.

Steele also acknowledged 
the Mari lyn and James 
Shield, who worked to land-
scape the enrichment center 
on site at the Royal Park and 
figured out which tree and 
shrub would work best.

Mrs. Shield is a retired 
landscape architect, at one 
time working the Rockefeller 
Center grounds in New York.

Steele said community 
efforts also include “Light up 
Royal,” a plan to add street 
lights in the community.

Jill Moss Greenberg also 
spoke, with the focus of her 
talk on King’s wife, Coretta 
Scott King. 

Greenberg shared Mrs. 
King’s background in early 
adulthood, when she MLK, 
Jr. and her role in the life 
of King and as activist. She 
said the call for a national 
holiday, honoring King be-
gan in 1968, but it wasn’t 
passed and signed into law 
until 1983 by then-president, 
Ronald Reagan.

Hughes led the invocation 
for the event and Ella Woods 
provided the introduction 
for Parris.

Ronneisha Parris

Royal speaker 
challenges her 

generation
By Brenda Locklear

Ronneisha Parris grew up 
in Royal, graduating from 
Wildwood Middle High 
School in 2019, with honors.

This year, after completing 
a four-year program, she 
will graduate Southeastern 
University with a nursing 
degree. 

“Honestly it was a big God 
thing,” she said of her choice 
to go into nursing. She notes 
that while she had always 
had an interest in nursing, 
it was after she sought God’s 
direction in her career choice 
that it became clear to her.

A devout Christian, she 
has served her community 
in various ways over the 
years – from working with 
children’s ministry to public 
speaking. Even now, as she 
completes her degree, she is 
serving through ministries 
in Lakeland.

Earlier this week, she 
served as keynote speaker 
during the annual Royal 

Eisenhauer
believes

relationships
are key

This is a series to introduce 
the public to some of Sumter 
County’s newest teachers. This 
week, the focus is on Wild-
wood Elementary School’s 
Rebecca Eisenhauer.

“My hope is that I can help 
students who struggle. I want 
every child to have a chance at 
a great education where they 
feel they are not only taught 
the academics, but also the 
social skills to navigate every-
day life situations in a socially 
acceptable way. I strive for 
teachers and students alike 
to be able to walk out at the 
end of the day feeling like 
they did the best they could 
and wanting to come back 
for more tomorrow,” said Re-
becca Eisenhauer, behavior 
interventionist at Wildwood 
Elementary School.

While this is her first year 
with Sumter County Schools, 
it is her 19th year in elementa-
ry education, having taught 
grades one, three and five in 
Lake County schools. She is 
a 2004 graduate of St. Leo 
University.

“I am from a long line of 
educators, four generations 
to be exact. My biggest in-
spiration would have to be 
my parents, who were both 
teachers of foreign language 
in Massachusetts where I grew 
up. I always admired and en-
joyed my time watching them 
teach their students and seeing 
how their care for them went 

Wildwood
man arrested
in attempted
murder case

By Brenda Locklear

A Wildwood man was ar-
rested for attempted murder 
and armed robbery on Sat-
urday, Jan. 14 in connection 
with the shooting of a man 
on, or near, the dead end of 
C.R. 510 in Adamsville early 
that morning, according to 
the Sumter County Sheriff ’s 
Office (SCSO).

The victim was reportedly 
robbed at gunpoint and shot in 
the back. He was transported 
to an Ocala hospital and was 
listed in stable condition Sat-
urday afternoon.

Joshua Timmons, 24, was 
arrested in the case, along with 
Grace Madison Lemke, 20 and 
Lauren Paige Locher, 20, both 
of Wildwood, according to the 
SCSO report.

Timmons was arrested for 
attempted murder and armed 
robbery. Lemke was arrested 
for armed robbery and bur-
glary to a conveyance with 
a $75,000 bond, Locher was 
arrested for burglary to a 
conveyance with a $27,000 
bond, according to the Sumter 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

Timmons, Lemke and 
Locher were all booked into 

SCAM 
ALERT

The Sumter County Sher-
iff 's Office is warning the pub-
lic of a phone scam involving 
calls from a subject claiming to 
be an Sumter County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputy (sometimes 
automated), who tell victims 
they have active warrants for 
their arrest, missed jury duty, 
or missed court dates.

The calls have come from 
various numbers, which ap-
pear to be internet-based, and 


