
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Keep calm and vote 
today on the Presidential Preference 
Primary. According to Highlands 
County Supervisor of Election Penny 
Ogg, extra safety precautions are being 
taken to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus.

“We have provided cleaning supplies 
and sanitizers,” Ogg said. “The elec-
tion workers will be cleaning more 
than the standard protocol.”

During a time when many are 
concerned about contracting and/
spreading the respiratory virus, Ogg 
said people can be proactive.

“People can bring their own items 
with them,” Ogg said. “They can bring 
their own pens as long as they are 
blue and black to fill out the ballots. 
If they want to wear gloves or a mask, 
they can do that.”

Personal hygiene such as cough-
ing into an elbow and using hand 
sanitizer.

There are several precinct locations 
throughout the county. They are listed 
at votehighlands.com. Residents can 

enter their address in the “Where do I 
vote?” tab under “precinct info” on the 
home page.

Mail-in ballots and early voting have 
been completed.

As of March 16 at 1:30 p.m., 13.50% 

of the registered voters in the county 
have completed their voting. The 
Supervisor of Elections office website 
shows 6,388 people voted by mail 
and 1,967 took advantage of the early 
voting.
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Totals from early voting and mail-in voting.

School district to provide free meals during extra week off

SFSC preps for online instruction
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The School Board of Highlands County 
will be providing a free meal drive-through service 
for those under 18 starting March 23 at seven of its 
elementary schools.

At the same time, both the School District and 
South Florida State College are preparing to offer 
online instruction

Superintendent Brenda Longshore provided an 
update Monday on the School District’s response to 

coronavirus.
“I want you to know we are listening 

to your questions and concerns and we 
are working diligently to address all of 
the issues that are facing school districts 
across the state and nation.

“For all of us, there are still many 
answers unknown, and even the 
answers we have today are subject to 
change based on directives and recom-
mendations from the Center for Disease 

Control (CDC), Florida Department of Education, and 

Florida Department of Health.”
All school-related extra-curricular events are 

cancelled through Sunday, March 29, Longshore 
said. This is subject to change upon receiving further 
guidance from the CDC, the Florida Department of 
Education, and the Florida Department of Health.

“We know that meals provided at school are a staple 
for many children in our community,” Longhsore said.

The district will be providing free meals through a 
drive-through service to anyone under 18 years of age 

Presidential Preference Primary will carry on today

More local 
events canceled, 

changed
Staff Reports
As the novel 

coronavirus, 
more common-
ly referred to 
as COVID-19, 
continues to 
spread across 
the nation and 
the state, more 
events have 
been canceled 
as people take 
precautionary 
actions. Some 
events have 
been postponed 
and others have 
been canceled. 
Some meetings 
or events are 
just being 
changed in the 
way they are 
presented.

In addition to 
the previously 
listed events 
that have been 
canceled or postponed are the following:

The Heartland Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization (HRTPO) 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 18 
will still take place, but members and 
guests are encouraged to attend via 
teleconference. Join the meeting from 

2020 Best of Highlands 
Awards a success

Hundreds come out for recognition
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Just like voting in 
today’s presidential preference 
primary, readers cast their ballots for 
2019 Best of Highlands Awards a few 
months ago. The annual banquet and 
award ceremony was held at Seven 
Sebring Raceway Hotel on Saturday 
night. Tickets sold out fast for the 
event as over 350 people dressed to 
the nines to find out who the win-
ners were.

Vice President and Group Publisher 
for D-R Media Tim Smolarick was 
the emcee for the evening. Erin Sena 
belted out an a capella version of 
“This Girl is on Fire” to kick off the 
special event. A delicious meal and 
dessert was served as friends caught 
up with each other and made new 
acquaintances.

The moment everyone awaited 
came with the presentation of the 
coveted Best of Highlands awards. 
Some 200 plaques were awarded to 
business leaders who have provided 
products and services in support of 
the community.

“The Highlands News-Sun thinks 
it is important that our readers 
play an active role in the selection 
of the ‘Best’ in Highlands County,” 

Smolarick said. “We continue to do 
this huge undertaking each year 
because it is important for local busi-
nesses to know that they are most 
appreciated by our readers for going 
above and beyond the expectations 
of our readers. Additionally these 
folks who work so hard every day, 
deserve a night of recognition and 
we feel we are delivering as we keep 
outgrowing venues.”

One of the most prestigious and 
highly sought-after awards is the Best 
Business of the Year award and it was 

awarded to Chen Dental.
“We look at several factors when 

we select the business of the year 
award. Chen Dental’s active role in 
the community was the factor that 
pushed them to the top of the list 
this year,” Smolarick said.

“It’s an honor to receive the 2019 
Business of the Year Award from the 
community,” Dr. William Chen said. 
“ Our team is grateful for the recog-
nition and looks forward to serving 

KATARA SIMMONS/CORRESPONDENT

The Manor at Lake Jackson brought pom-poms and kazoos to cheer loudly and the efforts 
worked. For the second year in a row, the group won Most Enthusiastic.

KATARA SIMMONS/CORRESPONDENT

More than 350 people attended Saturday night’s Highlands News-Sun’s 2019 
Best of Highlands Awards banquet and ceremony.
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Dr. William Chen proudly holds his Best of Highlands award.
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