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Commission supports M-CORES route through county
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County commissioners voted unan-
imously Tuesday for the M-CORES program, in 
support of a route that comes to or goes through 
Highlands County.

However, even now after months of discussion on 
the matter, there is no set route for the proposed 
multi-modal, high-speed, limited-access corridor 
meant to improve transportation of goods and 
people between southwest and central Florida and 
for all places along the way.

The state’s self-imposed deadline on the Florida 

Department of Transportation to start the project has 
not altered. It’s still the end of this year.

Tuesday’s resolution in support of the Southwest-
Central Florida Connector supports a route through 
portions of Hendry and Glades counties and running 
north through Highlands toward southern Polk 
County, with interchanges on State Roads 70, 66 and 
64.

The resolution, also in favor of the program to cre-
ate the corridor, the Multi-use Corridors of Regional 
Economic Significance (M-CORES) program, states 
that Highlands County’s incorporated communities 
and special districts support improving the county 
and state’s existing transportation infrastructure.

Legislative Affairs Grants Coordinator Sydney 
Armstrong read the resolution aloud, in which the 
county asserts that “it is time” for rural central 
Florida to have itself opened up to improved com-
merce that such a road would provide.

In the past, the commission has spoken in support 
of the corridor project in general and in favor of 
improving road and communication infrastructure, 
overall, but originally shied away from support of 
this specific corridor without knowing greater detail 
about it.

“Questions?,” Commissioner Jim Brooks asked 

State reports 145 new COVID-19 resident deaths
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Florida 
Department of Health re-
ported 145 new coronavirus 
resident fatalities on Tuesday 
for a total of 12,787 Florida 
residents who have died over 
the course of the pandemic.

Thus far, 668,846 people 
have been infected statewide 
with the 3,116 new COVID-19 
cases in the Tuesday update.

Highlands County had one 
more reported death for a 
total of 79 and 13 additional 
COVID-19 cases for a total of 
2,018.

Currently, there are 31 hos-
pitalized in Highlands County 
due to the coronavirus.

Health officiasl stress to 
continue the practice of 
social distancing and wearing 
a mask.

The previous day’s testing 
results show the follow-
ing percentages of positive 

cases: Florida — 4.21%, 
Highlands — 3.24%, Hardee 
— 9.2%, Okeechobee and 
DeSoto — 12%, Glades — 
16.67%, Hendry — 4.48% and 
Dade — 4.95%.

The cases by zip code 
listing shows 33825 in Avon 
Park with 628 cases, 33870 
in Sebring with 556 cases, 
33852 in Lake Placid with 364 
cases and 33872 in Sebring 
with 196 cases. The other zip 
codes in Highlands had fewer 
cases.

Statewide, to date, 5,208 
individuals who were staff or 
residents of a long-term care 
facility have died.

Nationwide, there have 
been 6,585,763 virus cases 
with 195,275 deaths.

Worldwide, there have 
been 29,386,463 cases with 
930,589 deaths.

The Highlands 
County Board of County 
Commission, in partnership 
with the Highlands County 

Department of Health and 
AdventHealth Sebring, will 
have free COVID-19 drive-up 
testing Thursday, Sept. 17, 
at the AdventHealth medical 
complex at 4240 Sun ‘N Lake 
Blvd. in Sebring.

Drive-through testing will 
be from 5-6 p.m., and by 
appointment from 5-7 p.m., 
weather permitting.

All ages are welcome. 
Those being tested must stay 
in their vehicles.

You may opt to drive 
through or call and make an 
appointment for a specific 
time. Appointments can be 
made by calling 863-386-5690 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays 
and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fridays.

If you are sick or feel you 
may have been exposed to 
the virus, please call your 
primary care physician or the 
local health department to be 
tested as soon as possible.

AP City Council 
sets preliminary 

tax rate
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The City Council mem-
bers have differing opinions on setting 
the property tax rate, voting 3-2 Monday 
to set the preliminary millage at 2.0.

Mayor Garrett Anderson and Council 
Members Jim Barnard and 
Maria Sutherland voted 
“yes” to set the preliminary 
millage at 2.0, while Deputy 
Mayor Stanley Spurlock and 
Councilwoman Brenda Gray 
voted “no.”

Currently the property tax 
rate is at .3 mills.

Barnard said the budget 
director added some extra 
funding to each department 
where he felt necessary, but 
the bottom line is with all 
that in the budget this year, 
the reserves are going to be 
lowered by several hundreds 
of thousand dollars.

He would like to have the 
cushion or the extra money 
to make sure the city has 
enough in the general fund, 

Barnard said.
Sutherland said as they go through the 

budget there might be some more chang-
es, so she is OK with 2.0 mills as long as 
the council has the ability to lower it.

Anderson said, “We are still planning 
on going through the budget one more 
time and hopefully we will find things 
to deduct and not have to raise it to 2.0 
mills.” He added that once the millage is 
set at this meeting, it can’t go higher.

Finance Director Dan Zimolzak said 
this is the tentative millage rate adoption, 
which could be lowered, but not raised, 
at the next meeting/final hearing. He said 
the .3 mills generates about $95,000, so a 
tax rate of 1.0 mill would generate about 
$300,000.

Gray asked if the tentative budget 
is balanced with a tax rate of .3 mills? 

Avon Park’s Wylde Building 

Still earmarked for demolition
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK— The Planning & 
Zoning Board’s recommendation 
to save the Wylde Building did not 
change the fate of the structure, which 
is demolition.

In July the council voted 3-2 in favor 
of tearing down The Wylde Building at 
101 W. Main St. The two-story struc-
ture was built in 1921.

Mayor Garrett Anderson said the 
council voted 3-2 again in August to 
have the building torn down.

It has been decided several times 
that the building would be torn down 
and in its place, instead of another 
parking lot, there would be pocket 
park/green area with trees and bench-
es as a place holder for future devel-
opment so if the downtown started to 
grow that space could be utilized.

Two meetings ago it was realized 
there was a procedural error and it 
needed to go before the Planning & 

Zoning Board, which made a recom-
mendation not to tear the building 
down and to seek grants to repair it.

The original motion that was ap-
proved two meetings ago stood so the 
building will be demolished, Anderson 
said.

Deputy Mayor Stanley Spurlock 
and Councilwoman Maria Sutherland 
voted against the demolition of the 
building.

Engineer Carl Cool said at Monday’s 
meeting the building would have to 
be brought up to today’s building 
standards so it would be cheaper to 
tear it down and rebuild to the current 
standards rather than salvage the old 
building.

There has been discussion on seek-
ing a historic grant to fix the building, 
but they are few and far between and 
in the last few years this area in par-
ticular hasn’t been well served by the 
historic grants, they have been going 
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A board covers a portion of the Wylde Build-
ing’s facade to prevent pieces of the building 
from falling onto the sidewalk.
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The Planning & Zoning Board’s recommendation to save the Wylde Building didn’t change the Avon Park City Council’s previous decisions to 
demolish the Main Street structure.
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