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Polk teachers ‘Take on 

Tallahassee’

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – According to a statement 
made by Polk County Public Schools staff on 
the district’s Facebook page, about 1,520 district 
teachers — roughly 20 percent of the 6,800 
teachers who are employed by the district, in 
total — were absent from school on Monday, 
Jan. 13, to attend the “Take on Tallahassee” rally 
in support of public education.

There, educators from around the state 
gathered to advocate for increased teacher pay, 
increased spending per student and to decrease 
what many perceive as excessive student testing. 
The rally was intentionally held the day before 

the 2020 legislative session began, with educators 
hoping to send a message to state lawmakers.

Initially, the district had been planning 
for around 600 teachers to be absent for the 
rally, which has been planned for months. 
In statements released over the weekend 
ahead of the rally, Polk County Public Schools 
Superintendent Jacqueline Byrd indicated that 
district staff had been coordinating with the 
Polk Education Association — the local teachers 
union — since November. 

During the days leading up to the rally, 
however, there was a surge in the anticipated 
number of teachers who would be absent.

“Last week, the number of teachers submitting 
time off more than doubled,” Byrd said.

TEACHERS | 4

TRENT  | 4

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

WINTER HAVEN – A celebration of 
life concert for longtime area journalist 
and musician Michael Trent Rowe will be 
held at the Gram Parsons Derry Down 
on Friday, Feb. 28, between 6 and 9 p.m.

The Lake Ashton resident died Jan. 
3 at the age of 78. His funeral was held 
the morning of Jan. 15 at St. Matthews 
Catholic Church in Winter Haven.

Known to most by his middle name, 
Trent Rowe covered the Polk County 
restaurant scene for The Ledger from 
1988 until 2010 and had been working 
as a food editor for Central Florida Ag 
News for the past few years. 

Celebration of 
life concert to be 
held for longtime 
Polk journalist, 

musician
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More than 1,500 teachers from Polk County Public Schools were estimated to have attended the “Take on Tallahassee” 
rally in Tallahassee. The volume of absences presented challenges for the school district.
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Michael Trent Rowe loved his Bouvier des Flandres 
dogs, his family, music and writing. 

Bok Tower readies 
for Florida Carillon 
Festival
The famous singing tower 

at Bok Tower Gardens will 

have four guest carillon 

artists during the spring.
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PCFR looks to add 
staff
The Polk County Fire 

Rescue department is 

looking for firefighters, 

EMTs and more. 
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What’s happening 
this weekend?
Check out our “Best Bets” 

for the upcoming weekend 

— including a festival, a 

comedy night and more.
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Blue Devils top 
Bolts
Check out photos from 

the Winter Haven High 

girls soccer team’s victory 

last week against Ridge 

Community High.
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TUES & WED JANUARY 28 & 29 
9:00 AM TO 4:30 PM • RP FUNDING CENTER, 701 W. LIME ST., LAKELAND, FL  33815 • INFO: 1-800-265-3200

FREE SNOWBIRD SHOW
HUNDREDS OF EXHIBITORS • FREE ADMISSION

Featuring

GEORGE CANYON, JOHN WING,

MYLES GOODWYN, VALDY & MORE!

On Monday, Jan. 13, Polk County Public Schools navigated substantial 
absences, as roughly 1,500 of the district’s teachers traveled to 

Tallahassee for a rally in support of public education.


