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MEALS ON WHEELS RIDE-ALONG

‘Volunteering is as good for me as it 
is for them’

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – Dan Mann has been 
delivering meals to seniors for more than 
two decades. 

On July 30,  Mann — the Meals on 
Wheels of Polk County board treasurer and 

a State Farm Insurance agent — delivered 
meals to seniors residing between Lake 
Alfred and Haines City and invited the Sun 
to tag along.

The program has long played a vital role 
for area seniors for a variety of reasons and, 
for obvious reasons, has been even more 
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School board debates 
mask policy, seeks 

parental encouragement
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – During a Polk County School Board 
work session July 28, several board members expressed 
opposition to the “no mask, no class” concept.

Board members were debating whether to add mandated 
masks to the student code of conduct. 

On the subject of what to do if a student refuses to wear 
a mask, there appears to be a verbal consensus — when a 
student refuses, call the parent. 

If the parent wants the student wearing a mask, discipline 
may be appropriate on a case-by-case basis. If the parent 
opposes masks, the board suggested staff create a learning 
opportunity.

The board vote for placing masks in the student code of 
conduct is scheduled to take place Aug. 25, the day after 
most public schools are scheduled to reopen.

Polk County Health Department Director Dr. Joy Jackson 
is scheduled to speak to the board during a work session 
meeting Aug. 11.
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Doris Mooers said her husband Charles turns 90 this month and that deliveries from Meals on Wheels 
staff and volunteers have helped her stay safe and at home more during the pandemic.

Arrested county commission 
candidate withdraws from race

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – Polk County 
Sheriff ’s Office detectives arrested Polk 
County Commission candidate Martin 
Grenfell July 29 on charges that he 
falsified his candidate oath form — an 
oath stating he was eligible to hold elected 

office. 
Detect ives a l lege that  Grenfel l 

knowingly lied on the form and that his 
rights were never fully restored after a 
past felony arrest.

“What our investigation was, was 
to determine ‘did he sign it?’ and ‘did 
he know?’” Polk Sheriff Grady Judd 
explained during a press conference later 
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By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – Since 2008, U.S. Marine Toys for 
Tots Literacy Program supporters have teamed up with 
participating staff nationwide from The UPS Store to raise 
more than $5.3 million. That money has been used to 
purchase more than 41 million books for distribution in 
schools which serve a high percentage of students from 
low income households, intended as a way to try and help 
break the cycle of poverty.

Toys for Tots, known for 
holiday gifts, donates 
thousands of books to 

area students
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Come See Why We Were Voted Best Apartment Community!

For more information, please contact Tami at  844-383-5681 or rentnow@myfountainplacehome.com 

1350 N Wilson Ave., Bartow
FL 83830 •(844) 383-5681 

www.myfountainplacehome.com


