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Three arrested in 2017 murder of Hickey
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Three men were arrested 
Wednesday and charged in connection 
with the 2017 robbery and murder of 
Joshua Dean Hickey.

Christopher Laveon Bell, 29, of Avon 
Park; George Leonard Woods Jr., 31, 
of Clewiston, and Mikevious Aljawon 
Young, 24, of Port St. Lucie have each 
been charged with accessory after the 
fact to second-degree murder with a 
firearm.

Bell and Young each also have charges 

of robbery with a firearm and conspir-
acy to commit robbery with a firearm. 
Woods also has a charge of possession 
of a firearm by a convicted felon.

Bell and Young are each being held 

in lieu of $175,000 bond. Woods’ bond 
amount was set at $75,000 and he has 
since bonded out of jail, according to 
Highlands County Jail records.

They have been charged in con-
nection with the Oct. 30, 2017 death 
of Hickey, 28, of Sebring. Highlands 
County sheriff’s deputies arrested 
21-year-old Johan Wendon Holder of 
Clewiston shortly after the incident 
on charges of second-degree murder, 
armed robbery, armed burglary, grand 
theft of a motor vehicle, firing a weapon 
in public, and possession of a weapon 
by a convicted felon.

Hickey was killed around 8 p.m. that 
night, shot multiple times while inside 
his vehicle outside his father’s home on 
Tam O’ Shanter Boulevard in the south 
section of Orange Blossom Estates.

Hickey was pronounced dead on the 
scene. Sheriff’s officials said at the time 
he was driving a Jeep Cherokee that 
would sit up higher than a sedan and 
most of the bullets entered the upper 
body.

The three alleged accessories after 
the fact were arrested by Highlands 

Factors figure 
in district 

funding cuts
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A new state scholarship 
program coupled with an enrollment 
drop has cut the School Board of 
Highlands County’s state funding by 
about $1.6 million.

At the mid-point in the school year, 
student enrollment continued to be 
significantly lower than last year for the 
School Board, but not as far below as at 
the start of the school year.

The early prediction for the 2019-
20 school year was an increase of 58 
students on the first day of school but 
the overall student count was down 279 
students on Aug. 12 compared to the first 
day last year.

The grand total on Dec. 13 was down 
212 compared to a year ago, from 12,365 
on Dec. 12, 2018 to 12,153 on Dec. 13, 
2019.

According to the most recent count, on 
Dec. 13, at the elementary level enroll-
ment was down 212 students, the middle 
schools were up 87 students and the high 
school level was down 62 students.

Assistant Superintendent of Business 
Operations Mike Averyt said the district 
received the latest student funding cal-
culation from the state last week, which 

Reflection Park dedicated

Short, solemn ceremony honors five 
women lost last year

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — In their own ways, 
people at Thursday’s dedication of 
Reflection Park honored the five 
women who died there.

Some families had several mem-
bers in T-shirts emblazoned with 
photographs of their lost loved ones 
and scripture or poetry on the back, 
encapsulating their feeling over their 
losses. Some, especially local pastors, 
dressed in their Sunday best, while 
most wore their business attire save for 
one addition: An orange heart pinned 

to a lapel by a magnet, signifying 
“Sebring Strong.”

Thursday’s crowd at the dedication 
of a park to celebrate and memorialize 
Debra Cook, Marisol Lopez, Jessica 
Montague, Ana Piñon-Williams and 
Cynthia Watson numbered in the hun-
dreds, packing all the parking spaces in 
the former bank parking lot, adjacent 
hotels and professional offices and 
even the shoulder of U.S. 27 and Tubbs 
Road, just as emergency vehicles had 
packed those spaces a year ago, when a 
mass shooting took the women’s lives.

PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

Truist Financial Corporation Chief Operating Officer Bill Rogers said the five women lost last year came to work or visited the SunTrust bank 
in Sebring as anyone would, not knowing they’d fall victim to violence. They are, as shown left to right and top to bottom, Cynthia Watson, 
Jessica Montague, Marisol Lopez, Debra Cook and Ana Piñon-Williams.

PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

Kimberly Dorsett, retail marketing exec-
utive for Truist Bank, formerly SunTrust, 
and Sebring Mayor John Shoop listen to 
‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow,’ played after 
Thursday’s dedication of Reflection Park.

Fire displaces resident from mobile home
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County 
Fire Rescue units responded to 
a mobile home fire Wednesday 
evening.

The call came in at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. for a home on the 
2700 block of Roger Street inside 
Winter Nest mobile home park, off 
Hammock Road by Brunns Road.

Fire Rescue Chief Marc Bashoor 
reported that the fire did minimal 

structural damage to the house, if 
any, but the primary damage was 
electrical.

Since the power would have to 
be turned off to the house, he said, 
Battalion Chief 1 advised the resi-
dents they would have to relocate 
for the night.

It was one of the nights this week 
when temperatures were expected 
to drop into the 40’s and 30’s.

Fire engines from West Sebring 
and DeSoto City fire departments 
responded to the scene, along with 

a medical unit from Highlands 
County Emergency Medical 
Services.

They made quick work of any 
fire, not needing to unpack more 
than a small hose nor hook up to a 
nearby hydrant.

PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

A Highlands County firefighter on 
Wednesday evening checks in at the 
window of a home on Roger Street just 
after units from two fire stations were 
called to a possible fire. 

BELL WOODS YOUNG
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An enrollment decrease coupled with a new 
state scholarship program has cut more than 
$1.5 million from the School Board of Highlands 
County’s budget.

DEDICATION | 10A

ARRESTS | 11A

ENROLL | 11A

a
d
n
o
=
0
0
0
2
8
2
4
9

800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

EARN ENTRIES JANUARY 1 - 31
EARN 2X ENTRIES EVERY 
WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY

FRIDAY  
 JANUARY 31

7PM TO 9PM

May not accurately represent model won.

JEEP WRANGLER   
DRAWING 

Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be 18 years old to play Bingo. Must be a Seminole Wild Card 

Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.


