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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Lake Denton 
Drive residents will now have a 
wire field fence between their 
road and the multi-use path on 
Panther Parkway.

As Highlands County 
Engineer Clinton Howerton 
Jr. reported to the Highlands 
News-Sun, although residents 
had requested a 6-foot-tall 
galvanized chain link fence, 
with top rails, they can’t afford 
to pay for it.

A chain link fence would cost 
$15,000-$20,000 more to install 
than the field fence the county 

had budgeted, Howerton said, 
and the county would insist on 
having them pay to maintain it.

When County Administrator 
Randy Vosburg reported on 
the matter to commissioners 
at last week’s meeting, he 
said they couldn’t get the 
residents — approximately 15 
of them — to agree to, even 
among themselves, on a type of 
fence, maintenance cost and an 
agreement with the county to 
pay for it.

“The last request, and we 
had people on both sides of the 
fence — pun intended — they 
wanted the county to incur 

the additional cost,” Vosburg 
said. “They also wanted the 
county to be responsible for 
maintenance.”

Given that, he said, the 
county would go ahead with 
the field fence, as budgeted, at 
a cost of $5,400 for that section.

When Vosburg asked if 
commissioners had any ques-
tions, Commission Chair Ron 
Handley said, “I think we’re all 
clear on the fence deal.”

When county commissioners 
last talked about the request of 
Lake Denton residents for more 
than a field fence between 
their road and the Parkway’s 

multi-use path, commissioners’ 
consensus was not to foot the 
bill for the extra cost either to 
install or maintain the request-
ed chain link fence.

Residents wanted more than 
that, too: Vegetation against the 
fence as a buffer between them 
and the roadway.

Howerton advised com-
missioners against that: High 
winds would bring down a 
chain link fence, and vegetation 
against it would ensure that.

“Absolutely no on the 
hedge,” Commission Chair 
Ron Handley said at the 
time. “That’s a maintenance 

nightmare.”
Residents at two other spots 

had made arrangements with 
the county. One resident paid 
the extra cost to put up a wood-
slat privacy fence, on their own 
property, with an agreement to 
have the resident pay full cost 
to maintain and replace it in 
the future.

The other situation was with 
Crystal Lake Club. The golf 
course manufactured-home 
community paid, collectively, 
the full cost of a chain link 
fence along their frontage to 
the Parkway, on their property, 
with no help from the county.

Residents didn’t agree; county going ahead with fencing
Question on Lake Denton/Parkway barrier closed

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County residents 
have lifted their collective eyes 
to Governor Ron DeSantis and 
his task force, anxiously await-
ing news on opening the state 
back up for business. Closer to 
home, the Highlands County 
Board of County Comission will 
be discussing the matter in a 
special meeting this morning.

The county’s coronavirus 
case numbers remained at 76 
over the weekend but increased 
by four in the Monday morning 
update provided by the Florida 
Department of Health. The 
FDOH announced on Saturday 
the Florida’s COVID-19 Data 
and Surveillance Dashboard 
will now only be updated once 
per day.

With the local and state 
governments trying to decide 
on the best way to reopen the 
state, the Highlands News-Sun 
reached out to some of the 
county’s residence to get their 
feelings on reopening the 
state, as well as the county. We 
asked if they thought it was 
safe to reopen for business as 
usual and whether they would 
continue to self isolate if the 
stay-at-home order is lifted.

Joe Wright, a dairy farmer 
from Avon Park, is concerned 
about financial loss.

“Before I go broke, I want to 
tell you something, I am not 
sure the shutdown is worse 
than having the disease. It is 
killing small businesses; killing 
demand; we don’t have sales 
for 20% of our milk,” Wright 
said. “So if the government 

wants to keep it shutdown, that 
is fine, they need to get a lot 
bigger checkbook out.”

Jack Higgins is a retiree 
in Sebring who said he felt 
blessed, but at the same time 
felt sorry for those who were 
out of work.

“It is just devastating. For 
people who have two kids, a 
couple of cars and a house pay-
ment, it has got be devastating 
for them,” Higgins said.

Higgins said he wasn’t sure 
about reopening because 
different news networks are 
putting out conflicting infor-
mation on flattening the curve.

“I think they would be wise 
to wait a little bit, just to make 
sure,” he said. “I am not in that 
position so it is hard for me to 

Residents share feelings on lifting lockdown 
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This photo taken in late March shows a woman walking in Sebring, looking 
very different than walkers looked just weeks earlier. Taking caution from 
the COVID-19 virus is something that local residents aren’t ready to give up.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After no new 
cases of COVID-19 on Saturday, 
the tally increased by four to 80 
in the Monday morning report 
from the Florida Department of 
Health.

The total continues to have 
only one non-resident and the 
number of deaths from the virus 
remains at seven, which is the 
same number of deaths in the 
entire state of Wyoming, accord-
ing to data from Johns Hopkins 
University. Wyoming has had 
a total of 502 positive cases to 
date.

There has been a total of 29 
hospitalizations in Highlands 
due to the virus.

The demographic data for the 
latest Highlands cases was not 
included in the Monday report 
from the Florida Department of 
Health, which shows two cases 
from Friday: a 55-year-old male 
and a 95-year-old female.

In Highlands, the highest 
number of cases, 17, has been in 
the age range of 55-64, followed 
by 13 in the age range of 65-74, 
12 of the age 75-84 and 10 cases 
in the age group of 23-34.

There have been a total of 
1,069 tested in Highlands for 
COVID-19 with 988 negative and 
one inconclusive.

Miami-Dade County has 
11,440 cases and 302 deaths, but 
its 209 new cases on Sunday was 
the lowest daily number of new 
cases since March 27 when there 
were 195 new cases.

Statewide there were 535 new 
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AVON PARK 
— An Avon Park 
man was arrested 
Sunday afternoon 
after law enforce-
ment was called 
to State Road 17 
near Lake Letta in 
regards to a man 
running from 

one residence to another while 
carrying a weapon.

Vernon Jefferson Youngblood, 
65, of 2451 State Road 17 South, 
has been charged with firing a 
weapon in a residential property 
and possession of a weapon or 
ammo by a convicted Florida 
felon. Youngblood was being 
held at the Highlands County Jail 
without bond on the charge of 
firing the weapon in a residential 
property as of Monday’s press 
deadline.

According to the Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office arrest 
report, deputies arrived at lot 
21 at the mobile home park just 
before 2 p.m. The deputy said in 
his report that Youngblood was 
made aware of his Miranda rights 
and agreed to speak with him. 
The deputy noted Youngblood 
was sweating “profusely,” had a 
hard time remaining still and was 
thirsty. The deputy stated these 
actions might be attributed to 
narcotics use.

Youngblood told Highlands 
County deputies that he had 
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