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Homeless moved off the Parkway
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — People who are home-
less got pushed off private property 
last Friday and onto the side of 
Sebring Parkway, had their pile pared 
down Tuesday.

After that, residents who did not 
have a home, known as “John” and 
“Christina,” hoped that people they 
knew would be able to give them a 
ride off the side of the road.

The couple and some others had 
been living at a campsite north 
of Home Avenue and south of the 
Roundabout, for the past two years 

with no problems. However, a neigh-
bor recently complained, and as 
Christina put it, the landowner didn’t 
have much choice once code enforce-
ment got involved.

They got a little help Tuesday morn-
ing from Highlands County sheriff’s 
deputies, who arrived with trailers 
to help cart off whatever the couple 
couldn’t take with them or could at 
least bear to lose.

Prior to that, they’d had to contend 
with people stopping along the side of 
the road to either look at their “yard 
sale” or pick through the piles as if the 
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A crew with the Highlands County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce on Tuesday 
oversees removal of the bulk of items from a campsite that had 
been evicted from private property last week.

Fire took 
another day 
to squelch

Hot spots flared 
up overnight

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Social media users 
learned from Highlands County Fire 
Rescue that a fi re crew fi nished mopping 
up Monday afternoon a landfi ll fi re from 
Sunday.

Tuesday morning, walking into the 
Board of County Commissioners meet-
ing, Public Safety Director/HCFR Chief 
Laney Stearns said fi re crews had to 
return again that morning to handle hot 
spots.

It reacted much like a muck fi re, said 
county public information offi cials 
Tuesday morning. Like a muck fi re, it’s 
hard to reach the hot spots, which are 
already surrounded by fuel and pockets 
of air.

The landfi ll also has the additional 
complication from several fi re-starters 
in the form of reactive batteries and 
chemicals dumped into the household 
garbage, much to the dismay of landfi ll 
operations staff.

“We had a cell phone battery sparking 
on the top,” Solid Waste Manager Ronnie 
Sumard told commissioners about other 
non-burning spots of the mound. “We 
got it out immediately with our water 
truck.”

Bob Diefendorf, project manager and 
assistant to the county engineer, said 
the county saw a lot of Hoverboard-style 
motorized skate and wheel boards, with 
internal batteries, turned in Saturday 
at the Household Hazardous Materials 
event.

However, Diefendorf said, they ran 
over one with a piece of heavy equip-
ment, just to test how volatile it is. 
Sumard called it an “instant ball of fi re.”

Sometimes, Sumard said, when 
loads containing chemicals land on the 

The sky’s 
the limit 

for Wilson’s 
future
ROTC cadet’s dream of flying to come true

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sebring High School JROTC Cadet Major 
Tegan Wilson has two dreams, fl ying and serving his 

country. With the help of 
JROTC and his work ethic, 

his future dreams are a 
bit closer to becoming 
reality.

Wilson has been 
awarded a scholarship 
to attend fl ight school 
this summer and earn 
his private pilot license. 

He has been 
working 
toward 
earning his 

license 
on his 
own and 
the U.S. 
Air Force 
scholar-
ship will 
assist in 
complet-
ing that 
goal.

This 
summer, 

Wilson 
will attend 

a college or 
university that 
has partnered 
with the U.S. 

Air Force.
Out of 200 

applications, 
Wilson was chosen 
as an alternate. 
However, his 
JROTC instructor 
Chief Dennis 
Green told him 
alternates are rou-
tinely chosen as 
a “select.” Wilson 
continued to 
make the requisite 
deadlines and get 
his medical clear-
ance. Once again, 
his persistence 
paid off and in 
December he was 
chosen as a select.

“The fun part of the prerequisites was we get to pick 
where we’re going. There’s partnering universities that the 
Air Force has partnered with to send us and to pay for room 
and board, food, haircuts and all that stuff. Then of course 
the pilot training, the most expensive part,” Wilson said.

The cadet does not know where he is going yet. He 
has listed his top fi ve choices but his location is not 
guaranteed.

“So I pick my preferences all out of state, of course, 
because if you’re going to pay for me to travel, I’m going,” 
Wilson said. “ My number one is Troy University, Alabama. 
I’d like to go there, Number fi ve was Washington State.”

As long as he is fl ying, Wilson will be happy. His mother 
might want him a little closer to home however.

“This is a an eight-week program over the summer, kids 
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Tegan Wilson is in his happy place, behind the controls of a plane.
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Sebring High School U.S. Air Force JROTC Cadet 
Major Tegan Wilson is seen in his dress uniform.

Find out what local service 
providers are off ering in the 
Highlands News-Sun’s March 
2023 edition of Who Does It? 
In Highlands County — Your 
Guide to Local Services.
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JROTC Major Tegan Wilson poses with his 
proud mom Summer Centonzio in the JROTC 
classroom.
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Ukraine military identifies soldier seen 
in grisly war video

By HANNA ARHIROVA 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — A man 
who appeared to be shot dead by 
Russian-speakers in a short video 
was tentatively identifi ed Tuesday 
as a missing Ukrainian soldier 
while the footage circulated widely 
on Ukrainian social media and 
caused an uproar.

The country’s chief prosecutor 
announced a criminal investiga-
tion into the killing, and human 
rights chief Dmytro Lubinets 
argued that it was a violation of the 
Geneva Conventions.

Senior Ukrainian offi cials 
alleged, without providing further 
evidence, that the man was an 
unarmed prisoner of war killed by 
Russian soldiers. In the video, the 

man did not appear to be armed.
The 30th Mechanized Brigade on 

its Facebook page named the man 
as Tymofi i Shadura. The identi-
fi cation is based on preliminary 
information and is not fi nal, it said.

Shadura has been missing for 
just over a month, since disappear-
ing during bitter fi ghting in the 
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People kneel as servicemen carry the coffi  ns of four Ukrainian 
soldiers, who were part of a reconnaissance group and were 
killed on Dec. 25 in Russia as they performed a special task, 
during a commemoration ceremony in Independence Square in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 7. UKRAINE | 9A
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Item prices vary from item prices in physical store locations. 
Fees, tips & taxes may apply. Subject to terms & availability.

Long day? Dinner delivered.

publix.com/shop

Groceries in as little as two hours.


