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Find the latest edition of 
Our Backyard — Life in Highlands County in 
today’s Highlands News-Sun. Learn about the 
world of Jim Fitch, paintings of Keith Goodson 
and more.

Inside today

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Florida saw its seventh straight week 
of declining COVID-19 cases, according 
to the weekly update provided by the 
Florida Department of Health. The state 
saw a total of 19,519 new cases for the 
seven-day period of Oct. 8-14.

Highlands County saw 96 new cases 
for the seven-day period, a dramatic im-
provement from August when the county 
was averaging more than 100 new cases 
per day. The county’s positivity rate also 
dropped again to 6.5%. The county has 
now seen a total of 15,811 COVID cases.

There were 163 people vaccinated in 
the county for the week, raising the total 
to 58,574, which is 63% of those eligible 
to receive the vaccine.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention is showing Highlands 
County with 10 COVID deaths in the last 
seven days, while the New York Times 
reports Highlands County with 527 total 
COVID-19 deaths.

Other counties in the Heartland also 
saw a decrease in numbers, with DeSoto 
County showing 30 new cases for the 
week, while Hardee County saw an 
increase of 33 new cases. Okeechobee 
County had 32 new cases, while Glades 
County had an increase of 17 new cases. 
Glades County’s positivity rate of 27.4% 
was highest in the state, while its 127.9 
new cases per 100,000 population was 
fourth-worst in the state.

Of the state’s new cases, 2,978 were in 
those under the age of 12, while there 
were 1,838 in those between the age of 
12 and 19.

There is a wide range of vaccination 
rates by county, ranging from Miami-
Dade’s 93% of eligible people down to 
the 32% of Holmes County. Overall, the 
state has seen 72% of those eligible to be 
vaccinated receive at least one vaccine 
dose.

There were 1,192 new deaths reported, 
with 123 of those occurring during the 
week. The remainder were deaths which 
took place earlier, but were just classi-
fi ed as COVID deaths during the week. 
Florida has now seen a total of 57,859 
deaths and 3.62 million cases.

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services showed Florida with 
3,073 hospitalized as of Saturday after-
noon with COVID-19, a decrease of 872 
from a week ago. There were 826 patients 
in ICU beds, which is a decrease of 255 
from a week ago.

The CDC shows numbers continue 
to drop in the U.S., with the seven-day 

County sees less 
than 100 COVID 
cases for week

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The City 
of Avon Park received no 
responses to its RFP (request 
for proposal) for the Brickell 
Building so the City Council 
will once again discuss how 
to get the long-time vacant 
building into the hands of 
someone who can develop 
it. 

The RFP was open for two 
months and closed Aug. 27.

The RFP closed with 
no offers and no one has 
contacted the City about 
the building since then, 
City Manager Mark Shrader 
said recently. It will be on 
an upcoming City Council 
agenda, possibly the next 
meeting.

The City’s RFP stated the 
preference for the building 
is for a future use to include 
multi�family housing, retail 

What’s next for Brickell Building?
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After the City of Avon Park received to responses to its RFP for the 
Brickell Building, the City Council will be discussing how to proceed to 
fi nd someone to develop the structure.

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The 
Lakeshore Mall was fi lled 
with families having fun at 
the third annual Highlands 
News-Sun Heartland Family 
Fall Festival on Saturday. 
The event was especially 
welcome because it was 
cancelled last year due to 
COVID-19.

Little superheroes and 
princesses, adorable witches 
and clowns were dressed 
for tricks and treats. Many 
youngsters competed 
for prizes in the costume 
contest in the afternoon.

The Kid’s Zone was a hot 
spot for games, face paint-
ing and popcorn. Home 
Depot provided orange 
aprons and wooden toy kits 
the youngsters put together.

Janeiry Lugo tried to sit 
still as Erin Leone painted 
her face with pink paint, 
but she was clearly anxious 
to see her butterfl y. Her 
little brother watched on 
fascinated.

“We just wanted to be a 
part of this,” Lugo’s mom 
said. “We haven’t done 
much since the pandemic.”

Even Eli got his face 
painted too. That wouldn’t 
be unusual except Eli is a 
service dog to his owner 
and trainer Chaselynn Jane 

McCall-Chandler.
A fall-themed photo op 

was set up at the Pumpkin 
Patch, along with the 
opportunity to pick out a 
pumpkin. All donations 

from the Pumpkin Patch 
went to the Children’s 
Museum of the Highlands. 
The extra pumpkins will be 
taken to the museum and 
sold this week.

Sharing a space with 
the Pumpkin Patch was 
the Haunted House. Brave 
children walked to its 
darkened entrance where 
most entered but some 
turned away, already scared 
of the darkness beyond. 
“Zombie” actors were 
waiting inside for an extra 
fright. Any donations at the 
Haunted House benefi ted 
the Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
of Highlands County.

“Most of the children who 
have entered, have come 
back out,” Kelly Dressel 
of the Children’s Museum 
joked. “We haven’t lost 
anyone yet, but the day is 
still young.”

A free bingo game had 
its own spot and was soon 
fi lled with adults armed with 
daubers.

Local talent took to both 
the inside and outside stages 
provided free entertainment 
all day. The entertainment 
ran the gamut and included 
a Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce K-9 and their han-
dlers. Hard Candy, Raisin’ 
Cain, Moriah Ruth, Ashdon 
Dennison, Erica White and 
Rahell Quintana Paceres 
provided music from rock to 
a Latin beat to keep the toes 
tapping and hands clapping.

The messiest but tastiest 

Heartland Family Fall Festival a treat for all

KIM MOODY/STAFF

Janeiry Lugo gets her face painted by Erin Leone at the Kid’s Zone inside the Lakeshore Mall during the Heartland Family Fall Festival.
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Standing, from left, Samantha Ungerer and Hayley Davis. In strollers, 
from left, Willow Watt and Aurorah Davis.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com 

Member FDIC

Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 

ATTITUDE 
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