
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 102 | NO. 138 | $1.00      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

Sports ............................ B1
TV Listings ....................... A9

Classifieds ......................B4-6
Comics ....................... B7-10
Lottery ........................... A2

Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .........................A10

Good morning To
Marion Kingsbury

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

Rep. Darren Soto building support for H.R. 3
Staff Report

If you were to ask senior citizens 
what their biggest concerns were, high 
prescription drug prices would likely be 
a popular answer. U.S. Rep. Darren Soto 
believes he has a way to alleviate some 
of those concerns, with H.R. 3, which 
allows Medicare to negotiate with drug 
companies for better prices.

“I was proud to co-sponsor and vote 
for H.R. 3, the Lower Drug Costs Now 
act when it passed last term,” Soto said. “The senate 
didn’t pass it. We have to work on it this time.”

Soto, the representative from District 9, which 

covers Osceola County and parts of Orange and Polk 
counties, appeared at an online news conference with 
the Florida Alliance for Retired Americans on Monday, 
to talk about the 2021 version of H.R. 3, or the Elijah 
E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act.

“The biggest thing it does is gives Medicare the 
power to negotiate directly with the drug companies,” 
he said. “This is what the VA health system and 
Medicaid already does. This is what normally those of 
us who believe in the free market urge to happen to 
get the best prices for our seniors.”

Barbara DeVane, with the Florida Alliance for 
Retired Americans, said Americans pay three times as 
much for name-brand prescription drugs as the rest 

of the world and she was supporting the bill to put 
seniors in the state on a level playing field with the 
rest of the world.

The bill would prevent companies from charging 
more than “120% of the average price in Australia, 
Canada, France, Germany, Japan and the United 
Kingdom.”

Soto said the bill wouldn’t just save money for 
Medicare recipients, but would serve all Americans.

“Negotiation for Medicare would already be a huge 
thing, the fact that it applies to all private insurance 
means that every American with private insurance 

Couple Fulfills Dream
Traveling and living on a sailboat

By INGRID UTECH
CORRESPONDENT

Editor’s note: Sebring 
residents Mike and 
Gloria Peters spent 20 
years living on a sailboat 
and traveling in the 
Caribbean. They recently 
recounted the story of 
their travels to this corre-
spondent. This is the first 
of three articles.

In 1996, Mike and 
Gloria Peters were living 
in the town of Golfview 
in west Palm Beach 
County, Florida. The 
Palm Beach International 
Airport wanted to buy 
the town which bordered 
the northwest corner of 
the airport, and officials 

made the Peters an offer.
Since 1994, Mike and 

Gloria had dreamed of 
buying a sailboat and 
traveling to destinations 
in the Caribbean. They 
wanted to enjoy the pris-
tine beauty, lush green-
ery, clear blue waters, 
underwater attractions, 
and solitude of the sea’s 
islands, reefs, coves, and 
bays. They also wanted to 
learn about the indig-
enous people who still 
live in the more remote 
areas. This seemed to be 
an opportune moment to 
fulfill their dream.

They were 52 years 
old and in good health. 
Mike was the manager 
of an auto dealership; 

Gloria was the manager 
of a bank (today, she is 
chair of the Highlands Art 
League board). Their two 
sons and their daughter 
were grown, married and 
raising their own families. 
So why wait until they 
were retired to enjoy the 
greatest adventure of 
their lives?

“I had my heart set on 
traveling to the San Blas 
Islands off the coast of 
Panama,” Gloria said. 
“I had recently read a 
fascinating article about 
the Kuna Indians, indig-
enous people who have 
inhabited these beautiful 
islands for centuries. 
I was intrigued by the 
prospect of meeting them 

and learning about their 
culture.”

Boating had long been 
the Peters’ avocation. 
They owned a 30-foot 
power boat, one of many 
they had owned since 
1971, and loved to travel 
to the Bahamas to swim, 
fish and snorkel.

“Gloria suggested I 
retire first and search for 
a blue water sailboat that 
could meet our need for 
permanent living space 
and also could handle 
any rough seas. I did a lot 
of research. In Annapolis, 
Maryland, I found 
Windfree, a BABA 40-cut-
ter rigged sloop with a 

County’s 
COVID cases, 

hospitalizations 
remain low

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County continued with low 
COVID-19 numbers on Monday. The new 
cases of coronavirus show just 10 people 
testing positive when Monday’s update 
was released by the Florida Department 
of Health. There have only been 11 new 
cases since Sunday started the week; they 
have all been from residents.

Tuesday’s cases brought the cumula-
tive cases to 8,675 infections. Of those 
infections, 8,578 were from residents and 
97 cases were from non-residents.

There were no new deaths reported, the 
death toll remains at 361 people whose 
deaths were blamed on COVID.

One blip on an otherwise good report 
was the positivity rate. Monday’s rate was 
8.77%, considerably higher than Sunday’s 
2.2%. There were only 114 tests processed 
with 104 negative results.

Hospitalizations rose by one ad-
mission to 668. The Agency for Health 
Care Administration showed 16 people 
hospitalized as of Monday afternoon. The 
state showed 2,443 people hospitalized 
for the same time period.

The daily median age was 43 and the 
overall median age remained at 50.

The state of Florida added 1,976 cases 
since Sunday. There were 2,293,980 in all 
on Monday. Dividing the cases into two 
categories had 2,251,148 resident infec-
tions and 42,832 non-resident infections.

There were 59 deaths including one 
non-resident. Florida’s total deaths due to 
COVID are now 36,857.

The state processed 45,033 tests with 
43,044 negative results. The positivity rate 
was 4.4%

Vaccinations are slowing down a bit in 
the United States, while going strong in 
the rest of the world, where the current 
estimate is 24.5 million doses per day, 

Lakeshore Mall  
POD closing Saturday

Others continue to offer vaccines
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After the last person is 
inoculated on Saturday, the Highlands 
County Board of County Commission 
will close the doors on the Lakeshore 
Mall Point of Distribution (POD) for 
COVID-19 vaccines. The POD, located 
in the former JCPenney store has 
served as a central location for those 
seeking the vaccine since the new year 
began. The Lakeshore Mall POD will 
be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Walk-ins will be taken.

Those who were on the fence or 
waiting to get the vaccine can still get 
one at other locations throughout 
the county. The Florida Department 

of Health listed the second dose of 
Moderna shots at its local sites. For 
an appointment on one of the dates 
and times, call 863-382-7260 or 863-
382-7270. Those dates and locations 
are: Sebring DOH at 7205 S. George 
Blvd. – May 25 from 9:30-11 a.m. and 
1-3:30 p.m.; Avon Park DOH located at 
400 S. Lake Ave. – today from 9:30-
11 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m.; Lake Placid 
DOH site at 106 N. Main Ave. – May 25 
9:30-11 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m.

A second consent form can be filled 
out at the POD or printed at home 
and brought with you. The county’s 
website is highlandsfl.gov.

Those who are homebound can 
call 866-779-6121 to the Florida 
Department of Health to arrange for 

a vaccine or submit a request online 
by going to the county’s website and 
following the link – highlandsfl.gov/
vaccine_information/. Caregivers can 
also call or submit online.

HCBoCC stated a photo ID is 
required and if you are getting the sec-
ond shot, bring the vaccination card.

The Hands for Homeless orga-
nization will be hosting a vaccine 
event from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. May 20 
at 7 Jim Rodgers Ave. in Avon Park. 
Organizer Judy Booth said both Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines will be given 
to those 12 years of age and up. No 
appointment is necessary. If you 
are going for the second shot, make 
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The county’s Point of Distribution for COVID-19 vaccine in the Lakeshore Mall will be giving its last vaccination shot on Saturday and will close 
permanently.
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Mike and Gloria Peters have many fond memories of their 
travels aboard their sailboat, Windfree. BOAT | 4A
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