
Sumter student                                        
is FFA officer candidate

The Florida FFA Association re-
cently selected nine students as can-
didates for state FFA office, including 
South Sumter High School student 
Julia Heijkoop as one of two presiden-
tial candidates.

The other nine students are 
from Durant, Sneads, Branford, QI 
Roberts, Auburndale, Windermere, 
Okeechobee Brahman and Lake 
Placid high schools.

“Once again, our students are 
competing on equal footing with the 
best in the state,” said Sumter District 
Schools Superintendent Richard A. 
Shirley. “We are so proud of Julia as 
she represents South Sumter High 
School, the Sumter School District, 
FFA  and her family so well. Her 

background includes a long family legacy permeated with agricultural roots, and she will  
be a great asset at the state FFA level in any office she holds. She’s one of the best, and we 
wish her the  best.”  

Sixteen FFA members from throughout the state took part in the 2021 State Officer 
Screening Process. These student members were challenged with an intense interview 
process, which included an individual interview, individual problem-solving activity, 
State Degree interview, agricultural knowledge interview and conversational exercise. 

The 2021-2022 State FFA Officer Team will be announced during the 2021 Florida 
FFA State Convention and Expo.
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South Sumter High School student Julia Heijkoop.

Bushnell 
Mason Friends 

& Family 
Breakfast

It’s breakfast time! June 19, head 
to the Bushnell Mason Friends & 
Family Breakfast, 103 N. Florida 
Street in Bushnell, for scrambled 

eggs, sausage links, biscuits, sausage gravy, grits, plain or blueberry pancakes, OJ, and 
coffee or tea. The all-you-can-eat meal will be available 8–10:30 a.m. Cost is $7, or $5 
for one “to go” carrier.

YHSSPCA $39 adoption special
Looking for a new 

furry family member? 
Through June 12, YOUR 
Humane Society SPCA is 
offering a $39 adoption 
special on dogs, cats, 
puppies and kittens in 
celebration of the no-
kill animal shelter’s 39th 
anniversary. 

Visit hsspca.org or 
call 352-793-9117 for 
details.

COVID-19 vaccination opportunities 
As more and more 

people get vaccinated 
against COVID-19, im-
munization opportuni-
ties continue to evolve.

In Sumter County, 
Global Medical Re-
sponse (GMR) con-
cluded their vaccination 
outreach June 4. Those 
who were scheduled for 
second doses by GMR 
can contact the Sumter 
County Health Depart-

ment at 352-569-3102 to schedule their second shot.
Persons requiring a second dose to complete their GMR-administered series can also 

visit several local pharmacies and commercial vendors. 
“Please ensure, however, that your second vaccination is from the same vaccine manu-

facturer as your first shot,” said Sumter County Health Department director Sanford 
Zelnick D.O., M.S., in a news release.

GMR provided over 46,000 vaccinations to the community. 
With vaccine coverage for the 65-year and older population at approximately 85%, 

the health department’s focus has shifted to encourage vaccination among younger age 
groups and harder to reach populations.  

“Concerning mask usage, as our local vaccine coverage is quite high, I anticipate that 
requirements concerning mask usage will continue to be relaxed for most local day-to-
day situations,” Zelnick said. “For those who are traveling, however, I still advise that 
you review the local situation at your places of transit and destination to make prudent 
decisions concerning what precautions you may take. Mask usage is still required at most 
airports and on many other forms of commercial mass transit.”


