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Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, left, welcomes Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at Downing Street in London, 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023. It is the first visit to the UK by the 
Ukraine President since the war began nearly a year ago.

Sebring approves agreement for apartment complex
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring City Council approved an 
amended development agreement related to a 529-
unit apartment complex to be built on part of the “old 
Kenilworth Lodge Golf Course.”

The conceptual site plan for “Central Park Village — 
An Apartment Community” was submitted to the city 
in 2022.

Last year, developer Alexander Forkosh had request-
ed and was granted a zoning and land use change for 
a 30.34-acre portion of a 116.85-acre property at 2838 
U.S. Alt. 27.

The property is west of the southern portion of the 

Sebring Parkway with the property’s northern bound-
ary generally across the Parkway from Yarbrough Tire.

The 116.85-acre property is one of several adjacent 
properties under the same ownership, Lake Jackson 
Holdings, LLC, totaling about 135 acres.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, City Administrator 
Scott Noethlich noted that in April and October of 
2022, the owner of the property approached the City 
Council to rezone 30.34 acres of property for a 529-
unit apartment complex and as a condition of that 
there was a 9.99-acre parcel that was priorly a planned 
development that was rezoned in October by the 
council to an R-1 parcel, low density residential (for 
the construction of 43 single-family dwellings).

There is also about 100 acres of that parcel that has 

not been rezoned with the city zoning and/or land use 
change yet, from county to city, he said.

The amended development agreement will govern 
the 30.34 acres and then the balance of the property 
from the perspective of – if they should develop that 
100 acres they will need to come back to council for a 
land use and zoning change, Noethlich explained.

City Attorney Mike Swain said the existing develop-
ment agreement that has been in place for a number 
of years prohibited the assignment by a developer to 
a future developer. The amended version does not 
have that provision, but does have a provision that 
requires the property owner, whomever it may be, 

Zelenskyy visits UK for first 
time since Russia’s invasion
By JILL LAWLESS 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON (AP) — 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
made a rare trip out of 
his country Wednesday, 
daring to visit Britain in 
a bid for more advanced 
weapons as Kyiv braces 
for an expected Russian 
offensive and hatches its 
own plans to retake land 
held by Moscow’s forces.

Zelenskyy arrived on a 

Royal Air Force plane at 
London Stansted airport 
north of the U.K. capital. 
Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak greeted him on the 
tarmac, tweeting a photo 
of him embracing the 
Ukrainian leader.

“The United Kingdom 
was one of the first to 
come to Ukraine’s aid. 
And today I’m in London 
to personally thank the 
British people for their 
support,” Zelenskyy said 
on Instagram.

A large convoy of 
vehicles left the airport 
and headed straight to 
Downing Street in central 
London. Both leaders 
posed briefly for photos 
in front of the famous 
black door that leads into 
the U.K. prime minister’s 
residence.

Staff inside 10 Downing 
St. could be heard ap-
plauding as the Ukrainian 
leader entered.

At the start of the lead-
ers’ meeting, Zelenskyy 

thanked Britain for its 
“big support from the 
first days of full-scale 
invasion.”

Zelenskyy will later ad-
dress Parliament. It’s his 
first trip to the U.K. since 
Russia’s invasion began 
nearly a year ago and only 
his second confirmed 
journey outside Ukraine 
during the war.

Zelenskyy will also 
meet with King Charles III 

Forestry: 
Open burning 

allowed, under 
certain rules

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Monday saw fires in 
two separate municipalities start from 
backyard burning.

One in Sebring, possibly accidental, 
got put out quickly, while the other in an 
urban-scrub interface area of Highway 
Park got out of control. It required a full 
response from Highlands County Fire 
Rescue, including a tanker to bring extra 
water.

Florida Forest Service arrived at the 
afternoon fire just as HCFR crews had 
doused it, established a perimeter and 
had mopped up hot spots. Both Forestry 
and Fire Rescue want people to take care 
when burning backyard debris.

If the conditions aren’t ideal to do it 
safely, officials said, people should not 
burn. It’s too great of a risk.

Central Florida is entering a season of 
less rainfall, more wind and cooler night-
time temperatures, all of which will make 
brush and scrub more flammable. People 
can burn as long as no local agencies or 
governments have instituted a burn ban.

That said, Florida Forestry has estab-
lished set rules for people to make sure 
they can burn safely, keep the fire under 
control and prevent damage.

Open burning, basically burning in a 
way that smoke goes directly into the air 
and not through a stack or chimney, is 
permitted. However, there are restrictions 
on what, where and how you can burn.

You need Florida Forestry authoriza-
tion to do burning, and the debris to be 
burned must have come from that site. It 
cannot be hauled in.

You can burn vegetative debris, but you 
cannot burn biological waste, hazardous 
waste, devices or materials that contain 
asbestos or mercury, pharmaceuticals, 
tires, rubber material, residual oil, used 
oil, asphalt, roofing material, tar, treated 
wood, plastics, garbage or trash.

Yard debris

Florida Forestry permits burning yard 
waste without prior authorization, but 
officials advise you to find out the burn 
conditions – including wind speed and 

Let the bidding begin
People encouraged 
to ‘bid’ add-ons for 

livestock
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Highlands County 
Fair holds its livestock auction tonight 
for all the hopeful young future farm-
ers who’ve learned over the last few 
months how to raise an animal.

It’s not easy. Not every animal made 
minimum weight to get to the auction, 
and among those that did, it can be 
hard to recoup the cost of feeding and 
caring for that animal since October.

For example, 169 students started 
raising hogs last October, and 119 
made it to auction, which means 50 
did not.

“We try to tell people, it’s the same 
as a watermelon grower. The crop may 
not have a good yield. That’s agricul-
ture,” said Lindsey Sebring, chair of 
the Highlands County Junior Livestock 
Committee.

Agriculture has a lot of gains and 
losses, but that’s life, and as Sebring 
said, “there’s no better business.”

It can be a lot of work, said County 
Commissioner Chris Campbell, whose 
two sons have both raised and exhibit-
ed hogs at the fair.

When a student takes on that 
project in October, they get an animal 
weighing between 36 to 72 pounds, 
Campbell said. They must provide 
enough feed and care to get the hog 
up to 235 pounds, minimum, for the 
auction.

County Commissioner Scott Kirouac 
said that’s a regimen of feeding twice 
a day, every day, provided the animal 
doesn’t get sick. Any kind of stomach 
or intestinal bug and the hog will get 
dehydrated and lose weight.

Of the 50 that didn’t make weight 
this year, 25 of them never even 
arrived at the fair, said Darin Hood, 
past chair of the Livestock Committee. 
They either didn’t get close to making 
weight or got sick and died past the 
Dec. 1 cutoff date to get another hog.

Past that point, there’s not enough 
time to feed and fatten a hog for the 
fair.

Sebring said auction weight re-
quirements are 235 pounds for hogs, 
30 pounds for goats, 750 pounds for 
heifers and 1,000 pounds for steers. 
Rules state all hogs and steers must go 
to slaughter.

On average, Hood said, 10% of all 
animals don’t make it into the auc-
tion each year, but because hogs are 
shipped south from more northern 
latitudes, they’re particularly suscepti-
ble to local infection.

Goats, steers and heifers are more 
hardy, Hood said, especially since the 
Livestock Committee stipulates that 
the cattle must be raised in Florida’s 
Heartland — here or in neighboring 
counties.

This year has a record number of 
animals, Hood said. The livestock 
auction starts tonight at 6 p.m., right 
after the 5 p.m. Buyer’s Dinner. A key 
part of the auction each year, Sebring 
said, are the add-on bids.

Anybody can place an add-on, 
which Sebring described as a donation 
separate from the bidding. It allows 
people who cannot afford to bid or 
who get outbid on an animal to still 
support the young exhibitor.

The 300 kids exhibiting in shows 

and/or auctions have invested a lot in 
their animals, Sebring said, many in 
more than one animal. The add-ons 
help defray the cost.

People can visit the Livestock 
Committee table tonight to set up 
those add-ons, or can email high-
landsjuniorlivestock@gmail.com and 
follow up with a cash or check dona-
tion, Sebring said.

Those donations can be made en 
masse and divided up as the donor 
wishes, she said. The Livestock 
Committee charges a 3% fee on the 
entire amount.

Kirouac said he has gotten 25 letters 
asking him to bid on a student’s ani-
mal, and if he can’t bid on an animal 
directly, he’ll spread out his support 
among the 25 with a single check.

It helps keep agriculture in the 
schools, he said.

Campbell said it can be hard on 
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Lynaya Rumberger tends to Melly, the Hampshire hog she’s been raising for the past seven 
months. The impressive market animal weighs in at 269 pounds, Rumberger said. Judges at 
the Highlands County Fair inspect each hog’s height, weight, carriage, and of course, its ham, 
porkchop, bacon, and other qualities. The kids are awarded ribbons for their work raising the 
animals.
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