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Smoke on the Water 
performance a homecoming for 

Rusty Wright Band
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

WINTER HAVEN – More than 80 BBQ teams 
from around the country and some fantastic 
music headlined the 16th Annual Smoke on 
the Water fundraising event this past weekend. 
Proceeds benefited the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Polk County.

During the event, Winter Haven was formally 
introduced to the Rusty Wright Band on 

Saturday afternoon. 
Rusty Wright, his wife Laurie LaCross-Wright, 

and bassist Nic Allen all reside in Winter Haven, 
but this is the first time they have ever performed 
together as a band in their hometown.

Rusty and Laurie were living in Michigan 
when Rusty turned 40 and decided to pivot away 
from metal music and to start expressing his love 
of the blues by forming a band of his own.

“I told her I want to be happy and I didn’t 
care what the rest of the world thinks,” Rusty 
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By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
Editor

WINTER HAVEN — Once State Rep. 
Sam Killebrew learned about the work 
being done at Hope Equine Rescue in 
Winter Haven, he says he couldn’t help 
but keep returning to the horse rescue, 
looking for ways to support it and get 
involved.

“I did a dog rescue for six or seven 
years, so any kind of rescue — I’m into 
it,” Killebrew said.

And, as it turns out, there was a 
need that could use a little help getting 
kickstarted.

“They (Hope Equine staff ) have a 
tractor down there that I think God is the 
only person keeping it going,” Killebrew 
said. “So what we wanted to do is start a 
tractor fund for them. We’re hoping this 
donation will be a good start.”

Killebrew’s 
donation kicks 
off tractor fund 
for Hope Equine
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Winter Haven residents were introduced to The Rusty Wright Band Feb. 8 during the 16th Annual Smoke on the Water 
fundraiser, benefiting the Boys and Girls Clubs of Polk County.
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State Representative Sam Killebrew, of Winter 
Haven, presents a check for $5,000 from himself 
and his wife, Eileen, to Hope Equine Rescue. 
Receiving the check are Hope Equine Founder and 
President Dani Horton, to the far right; Alanah 
Pruitt, a trainer; and Butch, a miniature horse.

Makeover 
scheduled for
Avenue K NE
City Manager Mike Herr 

hopes the project will 

make for a “gateway into 

Polk State College.”
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Museum goes 
Dutch
The Polk Museum of Art 

is set to host its “Music 

and Dance in Painting of 

the Dutch Golden Age” 

exhibit.
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Valentine’s weekend
With Valentine’s Day 

falling on a Friday, there’s a 

weekend’s worth of events 

going on and our “Best 

Bets” have you covered 

with ideas.
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Play ball!
College baseball season has 

returned to Winter Haven, 

with the Polk State Eagles 

back in action at Bing Tyus 

Yard.
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Quidditch comes to east Polk
Feltrim Sports Village will host the South Regional Championship for 

US Quidditch — a national organization dedicated to the game from 

the “Harry Potter” books and movies. PAGE 9

DON’T MISS THIS BLOCKBUSTER, 
TRAVELING EXHIBIT 

ON DISPLAY NOW THRU MARCH 14 

863.676.1759 
lakewalesfl.gov/museum 


