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Final report on proposed Polk-Collier toll
road due to Gov. DeSantis Nov. 15
By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@d-r.media

Some Florida Department of Transportation staff 
have called it the most significant infrastructure-
building project since the 1950s – an effort to build 
three new toll roads across the state in the coming 
years.

Some opponents have criticized the proposed 
projects as roads to nowhere.

If built as described, one of the three toll roads 
would connect Winter Haven with Naples.

Over the past 15 months, appointed members of 
the Southwest-Central Florida Connector Task Force 
have been discussing the proposal to connect Polk 

By ANITA TODD
Correspondent

BARTOW – They are the cream of the crop. 
Bartow Middle School’s Future Farmers of America 

(FFA) program is moving on up. 
The student organization was recently selected as 

one of the top-five programs in their class division. In 
June, the group was one of two Polk County middle 

school FFA’s agriculture programs — and one of seven, 
statewide — to earn the distinction of being named 
“Florida’s Finest.” 

From that group, the Bartow students were further 
selected from among hundreds of other programs 
around the country as one of five finalists named as 
a Middle School Model of Excellence this year by the 
National FFA Organization. 
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LW Commission 
gives Slaton nod 
as city manager

Operation Green 
Light

Lake Wales Commissioners voted 
unanimously Oct. 20 night to negotiate 
with James Slaton to become the full-
time city manager, deciding against a 
search for a successor to former City 
Manager Ken Fields, who stepped down 
in late spring. Commissioners have all 
along been highly complimentary 
of Slaton’s performance as interim. 
Ultimately, the commission concluded 
it had found the best person for the job.

“I want to thank you all for having 
the faith and confidence in me,” Slaton 
said. “I’m going to work hard and I’m 
not going to let you down.”

Submitted

Polk County Clerk & Comptroller 
Stacy Butterfield is putting the brakes 
on collection fees – for one day only 
– as part of Operation Green Light. 
During the initiative, customers with 
suspended driver licenses have an 
opportunity to pay overdue court 
obligations, including traffic tickets, 
while saving up to 40 percent in 
additional fees. Once paid, customers 
can proceed with the reinstatement of 
their driver’s license.

Operation Green Light takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
7. For more information, visit https://
www.polkcountyclerk.net/.
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Bartow Middle School FFA program 
among finalists for national recognition
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